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T O T H E 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN, 

EARL OF 

0 R R E R r. 


My Lord, 

I Have no other Pretence to the 
Honour of a Patronage, fo illus- 
trious as that of your Lordfhip, than 
A 2 the 
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iv DEDICATION. 
the Merit of attempting what has by 
fome unaccountable Negleft been 
hitherto omitted, though abfolutely 
neceflary to a perfect Knowledge of 
the Abilities of Slakefpear. 

Among the Powers that mud con- 
duce to conftitute a Poet, the fir ft and 
moft valuable is Invention ; and of all 
the Degrees of Invention, the high- 
eft feems to be that which is able to 
produce a Series of Events. It is eafy 
when the Thread of a Story is once 
drawn to diverfify it with Variety of 
Colours; and when a Train of Action 
is prefented to the Mind, a little Ac- 
quaintance with Life will fupply Cir- 
cumftances and Reflexions, and a lit- 
tle Knowledge of Books, furnilh Pa- 
rallels and Uluftrations. To tell over 
again a Story that has been told already. 
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and to tell it better than the fir ft Author 
is no rare Qualification ; but to ftrike 
out the firft Hints of a new Fable } 
hence to introduce a Set of Charac- 
ters fo diverfified in their feveral Paf- 
fions and Interefts, that from the 
clalhing of this Variety may refult 
many necefiary Incidents ; to make 
thefe Incidents furprifing, and yet 
natural, fo as to delight the Imagina- 
tion without fhocking the Judgment 
of a Reader ; and finally, to wind 
up the whole in a pleafing Cataftrophe 
produced by thofe very Means which 
feem moil likely to oppofe and pre- 
vent it, is the utmoft Effort of the 
human Mind. 

To difcover. how few of thofe 
Writers, who profefs to recount ima- 
ginary Adventures, have been able to 
A 3 pro- 
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produce any Thing by their own Ima- 
gination would require too much of 
that Time, which your Lordlhip 
employs in nobler Studies. Of all 
the Novels and Romances that Wit 
or Idlenefs, Vanity or Indigence, 
have pulhed into the World, there 
are very few, of which the End can- 
not be conjectured from the Begin- 
ning ; or where the Authors have 
done more, than to tranfpofe the In- 
cidents of other Tales, or ftrip the 
Circumftances from one Event for 
the Decoration of another. 

In the Examination of a Poet’s 
Character it is therefore firft to be en- 
quired what Degree of Invention has 
been exerted by him. With this View 
I have very diligently read the Works 
©f Sha.kejpear, and now prefume to 
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lay the Refult of my Searches before 
your Lordflup, before that Judge 
whom Pliny himfelf would have 
wifhed for his AflefTor to hear a lite- 
rary Caufe. 

How much the Tranflation of the 
following Novels will add to the Re- _ 
putation of Sbakefpear, or take away 
from it. You, my Lord, and Men 
learned and candid like You, if any 
fuch can be found, muft now de- 
termine. Some Danger, as I am in- 
formed, there is, left his Admirers 
fhould think him injured by this At- 
tempt, and clamour as at the Dimi- 
nution of the Honour of that Nati- 
on, which boafts herfelf the Parent 
of fo great a Poet. 

That no fuch Enemies may arife a- 
gainft me (though I am unwilling 

to 
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to believe it) I am far from being too 
confident, for who can fix Bounds to 
Bigotry and Folly? My Sex, my Age , 
have not given me many Opportunities 
of mingling in the World j there may 
be in it many a Species of Abfurdity 
which I have never feen, and among 
them fuch Vanity as pleafes itfelf 
with falfe Praife bellowed on another, 
and fuch Superflition as worlhips Idols, 
without fuppofing them to be Gods. 

But the Truth is, that a very final! 
Part of the Reputation of this mighty 
Genius depends upon the naked 
Plot, or Story of his Plays. He liv- 
ed in an Age when the Books of 
Chivalry were yet popular, and when 
therefore the Minds of his Auditors 
were not accufiomed to balance Pro- 
babilities, or to examine nicely the 

Pro- 
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Proportion between Caufes and Ef- 
fects. It was fufEcient to recom- 
mend a Story, that it was far removed 
from common Life, that its Chang- 
es were frequent, and its Clofe pa- 
thetic. 

This Difpofition of the Age con- 
curred fo happily with the Imaginati- 
on of Shakefpear that he had no De- 
fire to reform it, and indeed to this 
he was indebted for the licentious Va- 
riety, by which he has made his Plays 
more entertaining than thofe of any 
other Author. 

He had looked with great Atten- 
tion on the Scenes of Nature; but 
his chief Skill was in Human Acti- 
ons, Paflions, and Habits ; he was 
therefore delighted with fuch Tales 
as afforded numerous Incidents, and 

ex- 
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exhibited many Characters, in many 
Changes of Situation. Thefe Cha- 
racters are fo copioufly diverfified, and 
fome of them fb juftly purfued, that 
his Works may be confidered as a 
Map of Life, a faithful Miniature of 
human Tran factions, and he that has 
read Sbakefpear with Attention, will 
perhaps find little new in the crouded 
World. 

Among his other Excellencies it 
ought to be remarked, becaufe it has 
hitherto been unnoticed, that his 
Heroes are Men, that the Love and 
Hatred, the Hopes and Fears of his 
chief Perfonages are fuch as are com- 
mon to other human Beings, and not 
like thofe which later Times have 
exhibited, peculiar to Phantoms that 
ftrut upon the Stage. 


It 
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It is not perhaps very neceflary to 
enquire whether the Vehicle of fo 
much Delight and Inftru&ion be a 
Story probable, or unlikely, native, 
or foreign. Sbakej^eqr ' $ Excellence is 
not the Fiction of aTale, but the Re- 
prefentation of Life ; and his Repu- 
tation is therefore fafe, till Human 
Nature {hall be changed. Nor can 
he who has fo many juft Claims to 
Praife, fuffer by lofing that which 
ignorant Admiration has unreafonably 
given him. To calumniate the Dead 
is Bafenefs, and to flatter them is furely 
Folly. 

From Flattery, my Lord, either 
of the Dead or the Living, I with 
to be clear, and have therefore foli- 
cited the Countenance of a Patron, 
whom, if I knew how to praife 

him. 
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xii D E D I CAT 10 N. 

him, I could praife with Truth, 
and have the World on my Side; 
whofe Candour and Humanity are 
univerfally acknowledged, and whofe 
Judgment perhaps was then firft to 
be doubted, when he condefcended 
to admit this Addrefs from. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s 

mod obliged, 

and mod obedient, 

humble Servant, 


AUTHOR. 
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Shakefpear Illuftrated. 


tte fifth Novel of the eighth Decad of 
the Hecatomytbi of Giraldi Cinthio* 


HE Roman Empire was at the 
Heighth of it’s Grandeur and 
Power, when Maximine , a great 
and virtuous Prince, reigned over 
it ; this Emperor, who defired no- 
thing more ardently than the Welfarc&nd Hap- 
pinefs of all his Subje&s, was extremely nice in 
the Choice of thofe Perfons whom he deputed 
to govern the Provinces dependant on the Em- 
pire, aligning thofe Employments only to 
Men whole Integrity and Virtue were well 
known to him* 

Vol. L B It 
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2 Sbdktfpear fflujfratoct. 

ft happened, that the Government of A- 
$rucky a rich andpopulous City, became va- 
cant, which the Emperor refolved to bcftow 
upon one of his Officers, named Jwrifie^ a 
Man whole Fidelity he bad often experienced, 
having been leveral Years near his Perfon, and, 
during that Time, had behaved with fo much 
Wifdom and Prudence, that he had conceived 
a great Efteem for him. 

Having taken this Refolution in Favour of 
^urifify he ordered his Attendance one Day 
in his Clofct, and fpoke to him as follows. 

“ JuriJle , the good Opinion I have con- 
ceived of you, from the Manner in which 
you have behaved yourfelf, lince you have 
been in my Service, has determined me to be- 
ftow the Government of Infpruck upon you. 
I might give you many Directions for your 
ConduCt in this high Employment, but I 
fhall confine them all to this one: Do Juf- 
tice to all Perlons without any DiftinCtion ; 
let this be the Rule and Guide of all your 
ACtions. Other Faults, which either through 
Negligence or Ignorance, you may hapr 
pen to commit, I poffibly may excufe; 
but any ACt of Injuftice I will never par- 
don. Since it is not given to every Man 
to be able to praCtife all the Virtues, if you 
are confcious of any Defe& in your Temper, 
which may incline you to aCt with lefs Im- 
partiality than I require, do not accept of 
this Government, but continue here in my 
Court, where your Services are very agree- 
able to me, and do not lay me under the 
Neceflity of doing what will be very pain- 
ful 
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Sbdkifpear Blajfrated. 3 

ful to me,, which is the punilhing you fcve- 
rfely for any Aft againft Juftice, and there- 
by acquitting what 1 myfelf owe to it.” 
Jurtftt > who was greatly pleafed with the 
honourable Employment the Emperor had be- 
llowed upon him, thanked his Majefty for it 
with much Submiffion : M Doubt not, my gra- 
cious Lord, added he, but that I will molt 
exaftly perform what you require, and bend 
my wnole Thoughts towards the Prefervation 
of Juftice, and fo much the more will I make 
it my continual Study, as your Words have 
kindled a glorious Emulation in my Soul, to 
deferve, if poffible, not your Approbation only, 
but your Praifes.” 

<c It is well, faid the Emperor, much pleafed 
with this Reply ; if your Aft ions are as good 
as your Words I (hall indeed have great Caufe 
topraifeyou $” then ordering the Letters Patent 
to be made out, he inveftea Jurijie with full 
Authority in his Government, and fent him 
away immediately to take PofTeffion of it. 

jurifte , as foon as he arrived at Infpruck % 
applied himfelf with great Diligence to the Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, not only in rewarding 
Virtue and punilhing Vice, but in filling all 
the inferior Polls and Offices with Men of ap- 
proved Virtue and Wifdom ; fo that by this 
Conduft he increafed the Emperor’s Eftcem 
of him, and acquired the Love of all the In- 
habitants of Infpruck. 

In theheighth of hisReputation for Wifdom 
and Juftice, it happened that a young Man, 
named Lodovico^ a Citizen of Injfrruck, ra- 
B 2 vifhed 
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4 Sbakefpear Ulujlrated . 

vifhed a young Maid of the fame City; her 
Relations complaining to Jurt/le of this Injury, 
he ordered Lodovico to be feized, and carried 
to Prifon, who confefling the Fa&, was, ac- 
cording to a Law in force there, condemned 
to lofe his Head. 

The unfortunate Youth had a Sifter, named 
Epitia , a Virgin of moftexquifite Beauty, and 
but juft entered into her fixteenth Year; Na- 
ture had not only been lavilh in the Graces (he 
had beftowed on her Form, but endowed her 
alfo with a moft excellent Underftanding, 
which had been well improved by the Study 
of Philofophy, her Father having fpared no 
Expence in the Education of his Children. 

This Sentence gave great AfHi&ion to E- 
pitiay who loved her Brother with the moft 
tender Affe&ion ; refle&ing however, that her 
Sorrow was of no Ufe to her Brother, (he re- 
ftrained her Tears, and took a Refolution to 
attempt fomething to deliver him. 

For this Purpole flie fent to intreat an Au- 
dience of the Governor, which being granted, 
ihe appeared before him, and throwing herfelf 
at his Feet, thus fpoke to him. 

44 1 come, my Lord, to implore your Com- 
paflion for my Brother, my only Brother, 
who, though he has indeed incurred the 
Sentence of the Law, yet, through your 
milder Juftice, will, I hope, find it miti- 
gated : Reflect, my Lord, I befeech you, 
on his early Youth, his Inexperience in 
Life, and the Force of that Unhappy Paf- 
fion, which caufed his Crime; refleft alio 
that his Crime, 'though great, is not a com- 
plicated 
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plicated one ; the Honour of no Hufband has 
been injured by it ; the violated Virgin is 
the only Perfon who has been wronged ; and 
her Wrong my Brother is willing to repair, 
by making her his Wife. I know the Law 
ordains, that the Ravifher, although willing 
to marry the injured Maid, fhall never- 
thelefs die for the Offence he has commit- 
ted ; yet I cannot think, my Lord, that the 
Makers of this hard Law dcfigned it to be 
fulfilled in the very Letter of it ; Juftice over- 
ftrained is no longer Juftice but Cruelty ; the 
Boundaries of Right and Wrong are fo near, 
that whoever reaches the Extremity of the 
one, is in Danger of invading the Borders 
of the other ; if the Excefs of Virtue be 
Vice, the Excefs of Juftice is Cruelty ; 
Mercy is as much the Attribute of Hea- 
ven as Juftice: Here then I befeech you, 
let them be united ; punifh my Brother for 
his Offence, but let that Punifhment fall 
Ihort of Death, and do not let loofe upon 
him all the Rigour of a Law, that was, 
perhaps, rather made to infpirc Terror, than 
to he exactly executed ; let your Wifdom cor- 
rect it’s Severity i you whofe delegated Power 
is our living Law j and punifh not by Death 
a Crime, which may be better repaired by 
Life.” 

The beautiful Epitia ended here 5 and tliofe 
Tears which, while (he was fpeaking, fhehad 
with Difficulty reftrained, now falling fait 
down her fair race, Sorrow gave fo languifh- 
ing a Sweetnefs to her Countenance, that Ju - 
rifle flood like one entranced, his Ears eagerlv 
B 3 taking 
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taking in the Mufic of her Accents, while his 
£ves wandered o # er all the enchanting Beauties 
of her Form j and that he might the longer in- 
dulge the Pleafure be felt in hearing and feeing 
her, he obliged her to repeat her former Argu- 
ments in her Brother’s F avour. Epitia drawings 
good Omen from this Willingnefs in the Go-* 
vernor to hear her Pleas, added many other 
Perfuafions to thofe fee had already ufed to pro- 
cure her Brother’s Pardon, the Hope fee be- 
gan to entertain giving new Grace and Vigour 
to her Words, 

JuriJle^ wholly fubdued by the Charms of 
her Perfon, and the uncommon Strength of 
herUnderftanding, in a Youth fo blooming, 
refolved, if poffible, to win her to Tiis Defires, 
and commit the fame Fault with her, for 
which he had condemned her Brother to die. 

After pauiing a little, as if reflecting upon 
what fee had laid, Epitia , faid he, your Ar- 
guments have fo far prevailed upon me, that, 
whereas your Brother, according to the Sen- 
tence of the Law, was to lofe his Head to- 
morrow, I will defer his Execution till I have 
well confidered what you have urged on his 
Behalf j and if I find your Reafons convincing, 
I will pardon him ; and fo much the more 
willingly will I do it, as I feould have been 
afflided to have punifeed him with that Rigour 
the Law requires. Epitia , full of the pleafing 
Hope thefe Words infpired, thanked him With 
much Submiflion, telling him, fee hoped to 
find him no lefs merciful in giving her Bro- 
ther Pardon, than he had been kind in poft- 
poning the Execution of the Sentence ; and 

added. 
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added, that (he was perfuaded, if he would 
confider what (he had laid, he would find Rea- 
Tons fufficient to induce him to fet her Bro- 
ther at Liberty. Jurifte replied, he would 
fully confider of it, and would not fail to 
comply with her Solicitations, provided he 
could do it without offending Juftiee. 

Epitia , greatly pleafed with her Succefs, 
took Leave of the Governor, and went to the 
Prrfon to vifit her Brother, to whom (he rela- 
ted all that had pafTed between Jurifte and her, 
and aflured him (he did not doubt but (he 
ihould obtain his Pardon. 

The unhappy Youth received this* News 
with Tranfport, and earnelHv begged his Sif- 
ter to renew her Vifit to the Governor, as 
foon as poffible, to know his Refolution, which 
(he promifing, they parted, each full of the 
moil pleating Expectations. 

At the End of three Days (he returned to 
Jurifte , and with a graceful Sweetnefs, de- 
manded to know what he had refolved concern- 
ing her Brother. This fecond Sight of the 
charming Maid added Fuel to the unlawful 
Flames of Jurifte y who, after gazing on her 
paflionately for fome Moments, took her 
Hand, ana thus replied. 

Lovely Epitia , I have not failed to confider 
all the Arguments you uied in your Brother’s 
Favour, and have alfo diligently fought for 
others, to enforce them, that I might be able 
to comply with your Requeft, but I find all 
are infumcient, and your Brother is con- 
demned, not only by a particular, but a uni- 
▼erfal Law, fince he knowingly and wilfully 
B 4 committed 
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committed a Crime, the Punilhment of which 
he knew to be Death j his Guilt therefore ad- 
mits of no Extenuation ; and notwithffanding 
the' earned Defire I have to pleafe you, I mult 
deliver him up to the Rigour of that Law he 
has offended : There is indeed one Way, and 
hut one Way, by which you may fave your 
Brother ; I love you, charming Epitia , give 
me Pofleflion of your Perfon, and I will change 
your Brother’s Sentence to a Punilhment left 
than Death ; if you love him you will not 
fcruple to make this fmall Sacrifice to fave his 
Life, which I am rcfolved not to fpare on any 
other Terms. 

The fair Face of Epitia^ which, at the Be- 
ginning of this Speech, had been overfpread 
with a languid Palenefs, glowed with a roly 
Blufh at the infamous Conclufion j her Eyes, 
which had been filled with Tears, now darted 
forth Rays of mingled Rage and Difdain, and 
that fweet Voice, that before only uttered the 
moft perfuafive Accents, was now changed to a 
fevere and haughty Tone. 

“ My Brother’s Life, faid (he, with a noble 
Fiercenefs, is indeed very dear to me, but my 
Honour is far dearer j my Life I would wil- 
lingly lofe to fave his, but I will not preferve 
him with the Lofs of my Honour ; quit then 
thefe unworthy Thoughts, and if you can 
pardon my Brother, make that Benefit fuch a 
Gift, as you without Difhonour may bellow, 
and I without Infamy receive/’ 

“ I have already told you, replied Juri/le , 
the Terms upon which I will confent to re- 
leafe your Brother, nor ought you to think 

them 
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them hard or diihonourable, fince it is poffible 
I may be fo charmed with your generous Com- 
pliance, that I may afterwards make you my 
Wife.” 

<c This improbable Hope, replied 2fy/7/a,(halli 
not delude me, I will not even bring my Ho-, 
nour into Danger.” cc Why fhould you fo in- 
jurioufly doubt the Efficacy of your own 
Charms? replied Juri/le ; there is nothing; 
more likely than that I (hall marry you ; go 
then, and confider of my Propofal, and to- 
morrow I will expeft your Anfwer.” 

u There is no Neceffity to confider up- 
on what I have already refolved, faid Epi- 
tia ; I will never be your’s on thofe bafe 
Terms ; but if you fet the Liberty of my Bro- 
ther at the Price of taking you for a Hulband* 

1 will marry you on Condition that you releafe 
him immediately.” 

u I advife you, replied JuriJie % to reflect 
well on my firft Propofal ; it is in my Power 
not only to give your Brother Pardon, but to 
be ferviceabl’e alfo to all your Friends and Re- 
lations in this Country; my Will here is the 
Law ; and provided you content to my De- 
fires, you lhall command me in all Things-” 
Saying this, he left her ; and Epitia finding 
there was nothing more to be expe&ed from 
him*, opprefled with inconceivable Anguifli,, 
went to the Prifon, and related to her Brother 
all that had pad between her and the Governor;; 
then melting into Tears* (he conjured him to 
fubmit patiently to an Evil, which his own ill' 
fortune, or a fad Neceffity* had brought upon 
binK 

B j Tbs 


Digitized by LjOoq le 



io Sbekefpear IUufirated. 

The unhappy Youth burft into a violent 
Paffion of Grief at this cruel and unexpected 
News, and not able to bear the Terrors of 
approaching Death, with the moft ardent Sup* 
plications, he begged his Sifter not to leave 
him in that Extremity. 

** Can you, my Epitui, faid he, the Tears 
faft ftreaming down his pale Cheeks as he 
/poke, can you endure to have your Brother 
mangled by the Hands of a bafe Executioner) 
dragged to a painful Death at thefe early Years, 
divided from you for ever j him who lav in 
the fame Womb with you, whom the lame 
Father begot, bred up in Infancy together, the 
Partaker of all your childifh Sports, and in 
riper Years the Companion of your Studies? 
Oh my Sifter ! are thefe foft Ties fo loofened ? 
Does Nature fpeak io faintly in you, that you 
can abandon me to a (hameful Death ? I have 
erred I confefs j you by your fuperior Wifdom 
may correct my Errors ; but do not. Oh do 
not deny me your Affiftance in this fad Ex- 
tremity ; has not Jurifle told you, that he 
may poffibly make you his Wife % and why 
ihould you doubt but he will do fo ? Have you 
not Charms fufficient to engage his Heart to 
you for ever? Nature has made your Perfon 
confummately beautiful, and blefled you with 
an Underftanding fuperior to all your Sex ; 
every female Grace is yours, and every mafcu- 
line Virtue, tempered with a Sweetnefs which 
gives you irreftible Attractions. Thus a- 
dorned, can you, ought you to fear Jurijie 
will riot marry you ? you, whom the Emperor 
of the World might be proud to call Wife.— 

Oh, 
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Oh, my dear Sifter, comply with his Propofa ! ; 
and fince you have a reafonable Hope of having 
your Honour repaired by Marriage, do not, I 
conjure you, caft away die Life of your Bro- 
ther.” 

The miferable Youth, ending with a new 
Gufh of Tears, caft his Arms round the Neck 
of his weeping Sifter, and holding her fall 
folded to his fobbing Bofom, would not part 
from her, till, vanquilhed by his Tears and 
her own Afic&ion, which pleaded too ltrong- 
ly for him, Ihe promifed to confent to what 
juriju required, on Condition, that he mar- 
ried her afterwards, and gave him a free 
Pardon. 

This being concluded on, (he left her Bro- 
ther, tailing, by Anticipation, the Joy of re- 
covered Life j and returning the next Day to 
Jurifte y with downcaft Looks and faultering 
Accents, Ihe told him, that the Delire of de- 
livering her Brother, and the Hope which he 
had given her of making her his Wife, had 
induced her to confent to his Delires ; but Ihe 
required a free Pardon for her Brother ; that 
he ihould not only have his Life, but an Ex- 
emption from any other Punilhment which he 
had incurred by nis Offence. 

Juriftey who now thought himfelf the hap- 
pieft Man in the World, fince he had gained the 
moll lovely and amiable Woman in it to his 
Will, replied, <c that he confirmed the Hope 
he had formerly given her to marry her, and 
that if Ihe would pafs that Night with him, 
her Brother Ihould be fent home to her in the 
Morning.” 

B 6 Epitfoy 
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Epitia , relu&antly confenting, as foon m 
the Morning dawned, impatient to fee her 
Brother at Xiberty, difengaged herfelf from 
his Arms, and reminding him of his Promife 
to marry her, demanded the Liberty of her 
Brother. 

JuriJle told her, file had obliged him fo 
much by her kind Compliance, and his Gra- 
titude for it was fo great, that he would re- 
lea fe her Brother immediately, and fent Or- 
ders for the Jailer to attend him, whom, in 
the Prefence of Epitia^ he commanded to fend 
the Brother of that Lady to her Houfe. 

The Jailer departing, Epitia took Leave of 
the Governor, eager to embrace her beloved 
Brother, and congratulate him upon the Free- 
dom (he had obtained for him, and returning 
home, waited for his Arrival with a pleafing 
Impatience. 

At length the Jailer appeared, followed by 
two Men, who carried a Bier covered with 
black Cloth, which the Jailer taking off, dis- 
covered the Corpfe of the unhappy Youth, 
Who had been executed that Morning* 

No Language can exprefs, nor Imagination 
conceive, the Aftonifhment, Grief and Hor- 
ror which filled the whole Soul of Epitia at 
that cruel Sight ; motionlefs like a Statue (he 
flood at the Side of the Bier, her Eyes firmly 
fixed on the ftill bleeding Trunk, and though 
her Heart was torn with the moft agonizing 
Grii f, yet not a Tear or Sigh efcaped her. 

After gazing thus for fome Moments, fhe 
raifed her Head, and turning to the jailer 
with dry Eyes and compofcd Voice, “Friend* 

fold 
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fa id lhe, tell thy Lord and mine, that fuch as 
he has been pleafed to fend my Brother, I have 
received him; and that though he has not 
gratified my Will, yet I am contented, fince 
he has fatisned his own ; thus his Will is mine, 
and I acquiefce in the Juftice of the Deed he 
has performed : Tell him alfo that for the fu- 
ture I (hall be always ready to devote myfelf 
to his Pleafure.” 

The Jailer returning to Jurijie , recounted 
all that Epitia had faid ; adding, that (he dif- 
covered no Sign of Difcontent at the horrid 
Prefent he brought her. 

Jurijie rejoiced extremely at this News, 
fuppofing Epitia would give him the peaceable 
Pofleffion of her Perfon without claiming the 
Performance of his Promife to marry her, 
fince (he had not refented the Death of her 
Brother. 

But that unhappy Maid, whole Thoughts 
were wholly divided between Grief and the 
Defire of Revenge, no fooner found herfelf a- 
lone, than falling in an Extafy of Sorrow on 
the dead Body of her beloved Brother, file 
fhed a River of Tears upon it, and clofely em- 
bracing it in her Arms, a Thoufand Times 
(he curfed the Cruelty of jurijie , and her own 
weak Simplicity, that e'er lhe refigned her 
Honour, lhe did not oblige him to pav the 
Price of it by delivering her Brother. — Now 
fkrieking aloud, aud wildly beating her fair 
Bofocn, that heaved with unutterable Anguifli, 
(he contemplated the bleeding Coarfc again, 
and routed by that fad Spectacle — “ Wilt 
thou,, then Epitia, faid (he, wilt thou fuffer this 

Traitor, 
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Traitor, this Barbarian, to triumph in the 
Spoils of thy ruined Honour, and the Murder 
of thy unhappy Brother. — Shall the complica- 
ted Villain live to boaft of the Deceit he has 
pradifed on thee — Ah no, Epitia , fince thy 
Simplicity opened the Way to this Deceiver 
to accomplifh his infamous Defigns, let his 
guilty Paffion afford thee the Means of Re- 
venge. It is true, my deareft Brother, added 
(he, addreffing herfelf with a new Flood of 
Tears to the pale Coarfe, the Death of thy 
inhuman Murderer will not reftore thee to 
Life, but at leaft it will be fome Alleviation of 
my Grief, that I did not leave thy Death un- 
revenged. 

Fixing then upon this Thought, and not 
doubting but JuriJIe would fhortly fend to her, 
to pafs another Night with him, ihe refolved 
to comply, and with a Dagger, that file would 
take fecretly along with her, murder him when 
he was afleep ; and if, without Fear of being 
difcovered, fhe could do it, to cut off his 
Head, and carrying it to the Tomb of her Brea- 
ther, there offer it to his Ghoft. 

This being refolved upon, fhe cxpe&ed a 
Meffage from him with much Impatience; 
but during that Interval, reflecting more ma- 
turely upon her Scheme, fhe thought it better 
to truft the Revenge of her Wrongs to the 
known Juftice of the Emperor, than fuffer a 
fecond Violation, and hazard likewife the Suc- 
cefs of her Enterpqze by undertaking it her- 
felf. 

Being informed that the Emperor was at 
Villacoy (he went thither in a mourning Habit, 

and 
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and having e^fily procured an Audience of 
him.; {he threw herfelf at his Feet all in 
Tears. “ Moft (acred Sir, (aid (he, the bafe 
Ingratitude, and unequaled Cruelty the Go- 
vernor of Infpruck has ufed towards me, 
has brought me hither to implore your 
Juftice”— Then bending her Eyes to the 
Ground, her fair Face being dyed with 
Bkdhes, fee told the Emperor, “ that her 
Brother having been condemned to die; to 
fave his Life, fee had confented to the loofe 
Deilres of JuriJie^ who had made her Com* 
pliance the only Condition of his Pardon ; 
but that after he had robbed her of her Honour, 
inftead of repairing it, as he had promifed by 
Marriage, or freeing her Brother, which he 
had fworn to do, he fent his dead Body to 
her the next Morning.” 

Epitia could not recal this mournful Image 
to her Mind, without relapfing into fo vio- 
lent an Agony of Grief, that the Emperor, 
and the Lords who were about him, were at 
once ftruck with Aftonifement, Horror and 
Companion. 

Maximine , though he was greatly moved, 
having, given one Ear to Epitia , referved the 
other for Jurtfte^ and raifing the fair Mourn- 
er from the Ground ; he difmifs’d her to re- 
pofe, and fent immediate Orders to JuriJie , 
to appear before him, charging his Meflenger, 
and all who had heard Epitia' $ Complaint, 
upon pain of his Difpleafi^re, not to give any 
intimation of it to JuriJie. 

The cruel Governor, who had not the leaft 
Sufpicion of what had happened, obeyed the 

Empe- 
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Emperor’s Commands, with great Chearful- 
nets, and prefentirig hi mfelf before him, with 
all the Aflurance of confcious Innocence ; de- 
filed to know his facred Pleafure. 

You (ball be informed of it immediately, 
faid the Emperor; then turning tofome of his 
Attendants, he ordered them to WingEpitia 
into his Pre fence. 

Jurijle when he beheld the unhappy Lady, 
whom he had fo cruelly injured, now fubdued 
for the firftTimeby the Stings of Confci- 
ence, his vital Spirits almoft forfook him, an 
afliy Palenefs overipread his Face, and an uni- 
verfal trembling feized his whole Body. 

The Emperor, who beheld thefe Signs o£ 
Guilt, no longer doubted, but that all Epitia 
had faid was true, and beholding him with a 
furious Look ; u Liften, faid he, to the Com- 
plaint this Lady has to make againftyou 
and then commanded Epitia to relate her 
Story; 

She accordingly obeyed, and recounted all 
the Particulars of JuriJies Bafenefs and Ingra- 
titude to her, and concluding with Tears* 
demanded Jufticeof the Emperor. 

yurijie hearing this Aceufation, approached 
Epitia , and thinking to footh her faid, Could 
I ever have believed Epitia , that you whom I 
have fo much loved, would come hither to 
accufe me to the Emperor**. 

Maximine-) who would not fufter him to ufe 
any of his Arts to foften the injur’d Maid, 
interrupted him fternly. u This is no Time 
ibr you to play the pafiionate Lover, faid he, 

Anfw.et 
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Anfwer, to the Crimes {he charges you 
with ” 

Jurifte finding that his Blandifhments 
would be of no Ufe to him, left Epitia^ and 
replied, “ ’Tis true, my Lord, I condemned the 
Brother of this Lady to lofe his Head, for 
having forcibly violated the Chaftity of a 
Virgin ; this being the Punifhment the Law 
had provided for his Crime ; and in caufing the 
Sentence to be executed upon him, I only 
obeyed your Majefty’s Commands, who above 
all Things recommended to me, the ftri& Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, which muft have been 
injured, had I fuffer’d him to remain alive.” 
Since the Prefervation of Juftice, was the 
Motive of your A&ions, replied Epitia^ why 
did you violate it, by promising to grant my 
Brother his Pardon, and by means df that 
Promife, which you did not perform, and the 
Hope you had given me of talcing me for your 
Wife, which you have neglected to fulfil, 
rob me of my Honour ; if my Brother for a 
fmaU Crime merited all the Severity of the 
Law, furely you deferve it, whofe Guilt is 
much greater than his was.” 

Jurifte having nothing to fay, in excufe of 
himfelf, continued filent — ■ <t And is it thus 
then, faid the Emperor to Jurifte* that thou 
doft adminifter Juftice ? but never more fhall it 
be in thy Power to a£t fuch Villanies, nor ihalc 
thou efcape unpunifhed, depend upon it.” 
Jurifte now began to implore Mercy, 
while Epitia on the other Hand, loudly de- 
manded Juftice — The Emperor, who had well 
confidered the Simplicity of Epitia , and the 

great 
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great Wickednefs of Juriji*> caft in hie 
Mind, how he might repair her Honour, and 
yet do Juftice on the Governor, and after 
fomePaufe, he declared his Intention of oblige 
inzjurifle to marry her. 

The Lady however refufcd to confent to it,' 
faying, “ {he could not think of becoming the* 
Wife of aMan,who had murdere d her Brother, 
and betrayed her but the Emperor would be 
obeyed, and they were immediately married. 

jurifte -now thought he had no more to fear, 
when the Emperor, permitting Epitia to re- 
tire to her Lodgings, turned towards JuriJIe , 
who fttll remained in his Prefence, and faid. 
“ Two Crimes haft thou committed, each of 
which deferves a moft rigorous Puniftiment. 
Firft, by a moft deteftable Artifice violating 
the Chaftity of an unhappy Girl, and Second- 
ly, breaking the Faith, thou hadft given her, 
by putting her Brother to death. For the 
firft Injury I have provided fome Recompence 
by making thee marry the deceived Lady, and 
for the Second, I condemn thee to lofe thy 
Head, as thou madeft her Brother to lote 
his.” 

The Horror of JurtJii at this unexpected 
Sentence may be eafier imagined, than de- 
feribed ; it was in vain for him to fue for 
Mercy, the Emperor was determined, and 
he was led away to Prifon, in order to be 
executed the next Morning. 

Jurifte , no longer hoping for Pardon, dif- 
pofed himfelf to meet patiently the Death he 
had fo well deferved ; when Epitia y being in- 
formed of the Sentence that had been paft up- 
on 
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on him, haftcned to Court, and iritreating 
another Audience of the Emperor ; as foon as 
flie was admitted to his Prefence, throwing 
herfelf at his Feet, fhe faid, 44 Moft facred Sir, 
the Cruelty and Injuftice jurifte ufed towards 
me, moved me to come to your Majefty, and 
implore Juftice for the double Wrong I receive 
ed from him, which you have moft gracioufly 
granted $ my violated Chaftity you have re- 
paired 'by obliging him to marry me, and for 
my Broth, r’s Death, contrary to his folemn 
Promife, you have condemned him to die. As 
a violated Maid, as an injured Sifter, I then 
demanded Juftice on him, but as his Wife I 
now implore Mercy. Confider, facred Sir, 
this new Obligation was impofed on me, by 
you 5 his t)eath was before due to my Wrongs, 
his Life is now become my Care, through 
the Engagements you have made me enter 
into with him. To repair my Honour you 
gave him to me for a Hufband ; if he dies by 
my Accufation, your Majefty’s moft generous 
Intentions will not avail me, fince the World 
will brand my Name with Infamy and Cru- 
elty ! Oh ! let not the Sword of Juftice, thus 
miferably cut the Knot you have fo lately 
tied ; grant my Hufl>and’s Life to my Prayers 5 
let your Clemency equal your Juftice, and 
in the Ufe of both be like the Immortals 
themfelves.” 

Epitia ended here, and the Emperor, feiz’d 
with Aftonifhment and Admiration at the 
Greatnefs of her Mind, thought he could do 
no lefs than grant the Demand fhe fo gene- 
roufly made, and fending immediately for 

Jurijle, 
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Juri/?e,he faid, “ Wickedly as thou haft ailed 
towards this Lady, yet fuch is her Generofity 
and unequalled Goodnefs, that fhe hasfolicited 
no lefs ardently for thy Pardon than if thou 
hadft never offended her; I give thee Life 
then ; but know thou oweft that Life to her Me- 
diation; and if (he is willing, fince I have 
made thee her Hufband, to live with thee ^a$ 
fuch, I confent it (hould be fo ; but take care 
to treat her with the utmoft Tendernefs ; for if 
I ever hear that thou doft otherwife, thou 
(halt feel the fevereft Effects of my Dif- 
pleafure.” 

The Emperor, in finifhing thefe Words, 
took Epitia's Hand and gave it to Jurijie y 
who, with his Wife, falling at Maximine's 
Feet, gave him Thanks for the great Good- 
nefs he had (hewn them ; and Jurijie reflect- 
ing on the unmerited Kindnefs and Generofi- 

3 / of Epitia f ever loved her with the moft ar- 
ent Afteition, and lived happily with her to 
•the End of his Days. 
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From the foregoing Story of Jurifte and Epitia, 
Shakefpear took the Plot of Meafurc for 
Meafure. The Incidents in the Novel are 
fewer y and lefs complex than in the Play> but 
the Subjell in both is the fame. 

The Fable of Measure for Measure. 

NC E NT 1 Oy Duke of Vienna y being 
* refolved to have fome fevere Edicts re- 
vived, which had lain dormant during a great 
Number of Years, declares his Intention of 
leaving his Dominions for fome Time 5 and 
makes Angehy a Nobleman of fevere Life, and 
auftere Manners, his Deputy in his Abfence. 
•—The Duke, inftead of leaving Vienna y pri- 
vately repaires to a Convent; and there difclofe- 
ing his Defign of fpying into the A&ionsof the 
Deputy and People to a Friar, he engages him to 
procure a Habit of the Order for his Difguife, 
and inftruft him, as he phrafes it. How he may 
fortnally in Perfon bear like a true Friar . 

Angela begins his Adminiftration by caufing 
Claudioy Z. young Gentleman, who had de- 
luded a Virgin, to be arrefted on an old A#, 
by which it was provided,, that the Man who 
committed fuch a Crime fliould die ; and ac- 
cordingly lie figns a Warrant for his Execu- 
tion. 

2 . Efcaluiy 
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Efcalus , an old Lord, very much beloved 
by the Duke, and who had been deputed hy 
him to bear a fubordinate Part in the Admi- 
niftration, endeavours to prevail with Angelo to 
foften the Severity of this Sentence, but in 
vain. 

The Sifter of Claudio , a beautiful young 
Virgin, and a Novice in the Convent of 
St. Clair, folicits Angelo for her Brother’s Par- 
don; he denies her; but afterwards being 
enamoured of her Beauty, promifes to grant 
her Requeft, upon Condition, flie gives him 
Pofleffion of her Perfon. 

Ifabella with great Difdain, refufes to pur- 
chafe her Brother’s Life upon thefe fhameful 
Terms; goes to the Prifon and acquaints 
Claudio with her ill Succefs; the Youth, fond 
of Life, intreats her to fave him, and comply 
with the Deputy’s Requeft : She, after re- 
proaching him feverely for his Bafenefs, quits 
him in great Rage. 

The Duke, who, in the Difguife of a Friar, 
was come to vifit and exhort the Prifoners, 
having overheard all that had pafled between 
Ifabella and her Brother, intreats fome private 
Difcourfe with her ; &e confents ; and he in- 
forms her, that Angelo, fome Years before, 
had been contracted in Marriage to a young 
Lady,, named Mariana, whom he forfook be- 
caufe her Fortune was loft at Sea ; and to co- 
lour his Perfidy, gave out, that he left her on 
Account of her Unchaftity ; he then advifes 
her, in order to fave her Brother’s Life, to go 
to the Deputy, and tell him that (he will con- 
fent to the Conditions he had propofed to her j 

and 
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and in the mean Time he would prevail upon 
Mariana * who ftill loved Angelo* fecretly to 
fupply her Place, by which Means her Bro- 
ther’s Pardon woula be obtained, without the 
Lofs of her Honour. 

This Contrivance is putin Execution ; but 
Angelo* notwithftanding his Promife to the 
contrary,, fends a new Order to the Provoft of 
the City for the Execution of Claudio * and 
commands him to bring him his Head. 

The Duke, wholly taken up with die Af- 
fairs of the Prifon, is foon informed of this un- 
expected Event j he prevails with the Provoft 
to delay the Execution of Claudio , and to de- 
ceive the Deputy, by cutting off the Head of 
a Pirate who died in the Prilon, and present- 
ing it to him for Claudid s. 

IfabeUa coming to the Prifon, to know if 
her Brother’s Pardon had been fent, is told by 
the difeuifed Duke, that he was executed early 
that Morning, purfuant to a new Order from 
Angelo . 

IfabeUa raves and threatens ; the counterfeit 
Friar advifes her to complain of Angelo to the 
Duke, who was that Day expe&ed to return 
to Vienna . 

The Duke then, fhifting his Drefs, enters 
the City, attended by ArgehnnA Efcalus , whom 
he had commanded to meet him ; Ifabella fal- 
ling on her Knees, demands Juftice on An- 
gelo* for having deluded her of her Honour, 
under Pretence of laving her Brother’s Life, 
and afterwards* caufing him to be executed. 

The Friar, who was in the Secret, de- 
clares, IfabeUa fpoke an Untruth, for that (he 
was absolutely unviolated by Angelo . 

Marianq 
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Mariana is then introduced, who, in an 
enigmatical Manner, declares herfelf to have 
been the Perfon who fupplied Ifabella's Place 
with Angelo , and claims him for her Hufband. 
Angelo denies all. 

The Duke then flipping away, refumes the 
Habit of a Friar, and, after fome Reflexions 
on the Government, he is ordered by the De- 
puty to be carried to Prifon, and being feifced 
by a wild young Fellow, his Hood falls off, 
and he is difcovered to be the Duke. 

Angelo hereupon confefles his Crime ; the 
Duke orders him to marry Mariana immediate- 
ly, which being done, he condemns him to 
Death. At the IntercelEon of Mariana and 
Jfabellahe is pardoned ; and theDuke, charmed 
with the Virtue and Beauty of IJabella y offers 
himfelf to her for a Hufband. 

The reft is all Epifode, made up of the ex- 
travagant Behaviour of a wild Rake, the Blun- 
ders of a drunken Clown, and the Abfurdi- 
ties of an ignorant Conftable. 

There are a greater Diverfity of Chara&ers, 
and more Intrigues in the Fable of the Play, 
than the Novel of Cinihio \ yeti think, when- 
ever Sbakefpear has invented, he is greatly be- 
low the Noveliftj fince the incidents heJbas 
added, are neither neceflary nor probable. 

The Story of JuriJle and Epitia* of itfelf, 
afforded a very affecting Fable for a Play ; it 
is only faulty in the Cataftrophe. The Reader, 
whocannotbut.be extremely jqraged at the 
Deceit and Cruelty of JuriJle , and very de-. 
firous of his meeting with a Punifhmeht due to 
his Crime, is greatly difappointed, to find him 

.in 
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in the End, not only pardoned, but made hap- 
py in the Pofleffion of the beautiful Epitia . 

Sbakefpear , though he has altered and ad- 
ded a good deal, yet has not mended the Mo- 
ral 5 for he alfo fbews Vice not only pardoned, 
but left in Tranquility. 

The cruel, the vicious and hypocritical An- 
gehy marries a fair and virtuous Woman, who 
tenderly loved him, and is reftored to the Fa- 
vour of his Prince. 

I faid before, that the Story of JuriJle and 
Epitia afforded an affecting Subject for a Play ; 
and it is to be wifhed, fince Sbakefpear thought 
proper to found one upon it, that he had left 
the Fable iimple and entire as it was, without 
loading it with ufelefs Incidents, unneceflary 
Characters, and abfurd and improbable In- 
trigue. 

Thus it would, have flood by keeping clofc 
to the Novel ift: A young Gentleman, van- 
quifhed by the Force of a too violent Paffion, 
raviflies a Virgin, whom he is afterwards 
willing to marry, but isfeiz’d and condemn’d 
to die for his Crime; his Siller a beautiful 
Maid, who tenderly loves the unfortunate 
Youth, folicits the rigid Governor for his 
Pardon, which he refufes, unlefs (he facrifices 
her Honour to him. The Lady rejeCts his Pro- 
pofal withDifdain, but fubduedby the affeCL 
ing Tears and Prayers of a Brother, whofeLife 
is dearer to her than her own, fhe reluct- 
antly confents to the Governor’s Propofal, on 
Condition, that he fhould give her Borther 
a free Pardon, and repair her Honour hereaf- 
ter by Marriage. 

C The 
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The Governor binds himfelf by Oath, to 
perform both thefe Conditions ; which Oath 
he breaks ; after the unfortunate Lady had paid 
the Price of them, and fends an immediate 
Order for her Brother’s Execution. 

The Lady in the violence of her Grief and 
Rage, refolves to murder him with her own 
Hands, but refle&ing that (he could not take 
this Revenge on him, without fubje&ing herfelf 
to a fecond Violation, (he complains of her 
Wrongs to her Sovereign, and demands Ju- 
Itice on the impious Perpetrator of them. 

The Emperor in order to repair her Honour, 
obliges the perfidious Governor to marry her, 
and then commands him to be led to Exe- 
cution, which (lie by an exalted Piece of 
Generofity oppofes, and as his Wife kneels 
and folicits ardently for his Pardon* which 
the Emperor at laft grants. 

Here the Novelift mould be dropt, and the 
Cataftrophe, according to poetical Juftice, 
might be thus wound up. 

The Lady having performed her Duty, in 
faving the Life of a Man, who, however un- 
worthy, was (till her Hu(band, (liould de- 
vote herfelf to a Cloifter, for the remainder 
of her Life; and the wretched Jurijie y de- 
prived of his Dignity, in Difgrace with his 
Prince, and the Objedf of Univerfal Contempt 
and Hatred, to compleat his Miferies, he 
(hould feel all his former Violence of Paifion 
for Epitia renewed, and falling into an Excels 
of Grief, for her Lofs, (fince the Pra&ice is 
allowed by Chriftian Authors) ftab himfelf in 
De pair. 

The 
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The Fable thus manag’d, takes in as great 
a Variety of Incidents, as with Propriety can 
be introduced in a Play, and thofe Incidents 
naturally riling out of one another, and all de- 
pendant on the principal Subject of the Dra- 
ma, forms that Unity of A&ion, which the 
Laws of Criticifin require. 

This Fable alfo, would not be deftitute of 
a Moral, which as Shakefpear has managed it, 
is wholly wanting. The fatal Confequence of 
an irregular PalTion in Claudio ; the Danger of 
endeavouring to procure Good by indiredfc 
Means in Ifabella , and the Punilhment of 
lawlefs Tyranny in the Governor, convey 
Inftru&ion equally ufeful and juft. 

Since the Fable in Cintbto is fo much bet- 
ter contrived than that of Meafure for Mca - 
furcy on which it is founded, the Poet fure 
cannot be defended, for having altered it fo 
much for the worfe ; and it would be but a 
poor Excufe, for his want of Judgment, to 
lay, that had he followed the Novelift clofer, 
his Play would have been a Tragedy, and to 
make a Comedy* he was under a Necellity of 
winding up the Cataftrophe as he has done. 

The comic Part of Meafure for Meafure 
is all Epifode, and- has no Dependance on the 
principal Subject, which even as Shakefpear 
has managed it, has none of the Requifites of 
Comedy, great and flagrant Crimes, fuch as 
thofe of Angelo , in Meafure for Meafure , arc 
properly the Subject of Tragedy, the Deftgn 
of which is to (hew the fatal Confequences 
of thofe Crimes, and the Punilhment that 
never fails to attend them. The light Fol- 
C 2 lies 
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lies of a Lucio , may be expofed, ridiculed and 
correited in Comedy, 

That Shakefpear made a wrong Choice of 
his Subject, fince he was refolved to torture it 
into a Comedy, appears by the low Con- 
trivance, abfura Intrigue, and improbable In- 
cidents, he was obliged to introduce, in order 
to bring about three , or four Weddings, in- 
ftead of one good Beheading, which was the 
Confequence naturally expected. 

The Duke, who it muft be confefs’d, has 
an excellent plotting Brain, gives it out that 
he is going incog, to Poland , upon weighty 
Affairs of State, and fubftitutes Angelo to 
govern till his Return ; to Friar Thomas 
his Confidant, however, he imparts his true 
Defign, which is, in his Abfence, to have 
fome fcvere Laws revived, that had been 
long difufed : Mtthinks this Conduit is very 
unworthy of a good Prince ; if he thought it nt 
and neccfiary to revive thofe Laws, why does 
he commit that to another, which it was his 
Duty to perform ? 

The Friar’ s Anfwer is very pertinent. 

It refted in your Grace 
T f unloofe this tied-up Juftice when you 
pleas’d ; 

And it in you more dreadful would have feem’d 
Than in Lord Angelo . 

The Duke replies, 

I do fear, too dreadful. 


In 
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In (horf, the poor Duke is afraid to exert 
his own Authority, by enforcing thofe Laws, 
notwithilanding he thinks them abfolutely ne- 
celTary, and therefore as he fays, 

I have on Angelo impofed the Office ; 

Who may in the Ambuih of my Name (trike 
home. 

However, in Fa£t, it is the Duke who 
(trikes in the Ambufli of Angelas Name ; for 
it is he who caufes Angelo to put thofe fevere 
Laws in Execution, while he (kulks in Con- 
cealment to obferve how they are received ; if 
ill, Angelo mud (land the Confequencej if 
well he will enjoy the Merit of it. And in 
order to difeover how Things are carried on 
in the Commonwealth, he makes the Friar 
procure him a Habit of the Order, and thus 
difguifed, where does Tie go ? Why, to the 
common Jail, among the condemned Male- 
factors. His Speculations are wholly confined 
to this Scene. 

Here, entirely taken up with the Affairs of 
the Prifoners, bis Highnefs ambles backwards 
and forwards, from the Prifon to Maria- 
na's Houfe, fetching and carrying Mefiage?, 
contriving how to dude thofe very Laws he 
had been fo defirous of having executed ; cor- 
rupting one of the principal of his Magiltrates, 
and teaching him how to deceive his Delegate 
in Power. 

How comes it to pafs, that the Duke is fo 
well acquainted with the Story of Mariana , 
C 3 to 
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to whom Angelo was betrothed, but abandoned 
by him on Account of the Lofs of her For- 
tune? She fpeaks of the Duke as of a Perfon 
(he had been long acquainted with. 

Mariana . Here comes a Man of Comfort, 
whofe Advice 

Hath often ftilPd my brawling Difcontent. 

Yet this could only happen while he aflumed 
the Chara&er of a Friar, which was but for 
two or three Days at mod ; he could not pof- 
llbly have been acquainted with her Story be- 
fore ; if he had, the Chara&er of Angelo would 
have been alfo known to him ; and confe- 
quently it was unneceflary to make him his 
Deputy, in order to try him further, which 
was one of his Reafons, as he tells Friar Tho~ 
inasy for concealing himfelf. 

If it is granted, that the Duke could not know 
Mariana's Affair before his Difguife ; what 
Opportunities had he of learning it afterwards ? 
For, notwithftanding what Mariana fays, 
which intimates a long Acquaintance, it is 
certain it could have been but a very Ihortone; 
fbme extraordinary Accident therefore mull 
have brought her Story to his Knowledge, 
which we find was known to no one elfe 5 
for Angelo's Reputation for Sanftity was 
very high, and that could not have been, 
if his Wrongs to Alariana were publickly 
known. 

But why does not the Poet acquaint us with 
this extraordinary Accident, which happens fo 
conveniently for his Purpofe ? If he is account- 
able 
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able to our Eyes for what he makes us fee, is 
he not alfo accountable to our Judgment for 
what he would have us believe ? But, in fhort, 
without all this Jumble of In onfillencies, the 
Comedy would have been a downright Tra- 
gedy ; for Claudio ' s Head muff have been cut 
off, if Ifabella had not confented to redeem 
him ; and the Duke would have wanted a 
Wife, if fuch a convenient Perfon a»* Mariana 
had not been introduced to fuppiy her Place, 
and fave her Honour. \ 

As the Chara&er of the Duke is abfurd and 1 
ridiculous, that of Angelo is inconfifrcnt to the ] 
laft Degree ; his Bafcncfs to Mariana , his j 
wicked Attempts on the Chaftity of Ifabella , 
his villainous Breach of Promife," and Cruelty 
to Claudioy prove him to be a very bad Man, 
long pra&ifed in Wickednefs ; yet when he 
finds himfelf ftruck with the Beauty of If a - 
bella^ he ftarts at the Temptation ; reafons on 
his Frailty ; afks Afliftance from Heaven to 
overcome it ; refolvcs againft it, and feems car- 
ried away by the Violence of his Paflion, to 
commit what his better Judgment abhors. 

Are thefe the Manners of a fan&ified Hy- 
pocrite, fuch as Angelo is reprefented to be ? 
Are they not rather thofe of a good Man, 
overcome by a powerful Temptation ? That 
Angelo was not a good Man, appears by his 
bafe Treatment of Mariana ; for certainly no- 
thing can be viler than to break his Contradl 
with a Woman of Merit, becaufe fhe had ac- 
cidentally become poor; and, to excufe his 
own Conduft, load the unfortunate Innocent 
with bafe Afperfions, and add Infamy to her 
C 4 other 
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other Miferies : Yet this is the Man, who* 
when attacked by a Temptation, kneels, prays* 
expoftulates with himfelf, and, while he 
fcarce yields in Thought to do wrong* his 
Mind feels all the Remorfe which attends ao» 
tual Guilt. 

[ It muft be confefled indeed, that Angelo is a 
very extraordinary Hypocrite, and thinks in a 
\ Manner quite contrary from all others of his 
Order ; for they, as it is natural, are more 
concerned for the Confequenccs of their 
Crimes, than the Crimes themfelves, whereas 
f be is only troubled about the Crime, and 
i wholly regardlefs of the Confequences. 

The Chara&er of lfabella in the Play feems 
to be an Improvement upon that of Epitia in 
the Novel ;Tor lfabella abfolutely refufes, and 
perfifts in her Refufal, to give up her Honour 
to lave her Brother’s Life ; whereas Epitia , 
overcome by her own Tendernefs of Nature* 
and the affecting Prayefrs of the unhappy 
Youth, yields to what her Soul abhors, to 
redeem him from a fhameful Death. It is 
| certain however, that lfabella is a mere Vixen 
in her Virtue ; how (he rates her wretched 
Brother, who gently urges her to favc him ! 

lfabella , Oh, you Beaft ! 

Oh faithlefs Coward ! Oh difhoneft Wretch ! 
Wilt th ju be made a Man out of my Vice ? 
ls’t not a Kind of Incefl, to take Life- 
From thine own Sifter’s Shame ? What fhou’d 
I think ? 

Heav’n grant my Mother play’d my Father 
fair ; 

For 
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Forfuch a warp'd Slip of Wildernefs 
Ne'er ifTued from his Blood. Take my De- 
fiance ; 

Die ; perifh: Might my only bending down 
Reprieve thee from thy Fate, it (hould pro- 
ceed. 

Fll pray a thoufand Prayers for thy Death ; 

No Word to fave thee. 

Claudio . Nay, hear me,. Ifabella. 

Ifabella. Oh fie ! fie! fie! 

Thy Sin’s not accidental, but a Trade ; 
Mercy to thee wou’d prove itfelf a Bawd : 
'Tis beft that thou dy’ft qu ; ckly. 

Ifc this the Language of a model! tender 
Maid ; one who had devoted herftlf to a re- 
ligious Life, and' was remarkable for an exal ti- 
ed Underftanding, and unafie&ed Piety in the 
carlieft Bloom of Life ? 

From* her Character, her Pnofeflion, and 
Degree of Relation to the unhappy Youth, 
one might have expe&ed mild. Exportations,, 
wife Reafohings, and gentle Rebukes ; his De- 
fire of Life, though purchafed by Methods he 
could not approve, was a natural Frailty, 
which a Sifter might have pitied and excufed, 
and have made ufe of her fuperlor Underftand- 
ing to reafon down his Fears, recal nobler 
Ideas to his Mind, teach him what was due to 
her Honour and his own, and reconcile him 
to his approaching Death,, by Arguments 
drawn from that Religion and Virtue of which 
fbe made fo high a Profefiion ; but that Tor- 
C; $ rent 
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rent of abuflve Language, thofe coairfe and un- 
womanly Reflexions on the Virtue of her 
Mother, her exulting Cruelty to the dying 
Youth, are the Manners of an afFe&ed Prude, 
outragious in her feeming Virtue; not of 4 
pious, innocent and tender Maid. 

I cannot fee the Ufe of all that jug- 
gling and Ambiguity at the winding up of 
the Cataftrophe; lfabella comes and demands 
Juftice of the Duke for the Wrongs (he had 
received from his Deputy, declaring (he had 
facrificed her Innocence to fave her Brother’s 
Life, whom Angelo had, notwjthftanding his 
Promife. to the contrary, caufed to be exe- 
cuted. 

Upon the Duke’s telling her, that he be- 
lieved her Accufation to be falfe, (he goes 
away in Difcontent, without faying a Word 
more: Is this natural? Is it probable, that 
lfabella would thus publicly bring a falfe Impu- 
tation on her Honour, and, though innocent 
and unftained, fuffer the World to believe her 
violated ? — She knpws not that the honei| 
Friar who advifed her to this extraordinary 
Action, is the Duke to whom (he is fpeaking^; 
(he knows not how the Matter will be cleared 
up. 

She who rather chofe to let her Brother die 
by the Hands of an Executioner, than facri- 
fice her Virtue to fave his Life, takes unde- 
fended Shame to herfelf in public, without 
procuring the Revenge (he feeks after. 

Mariana' s evafive Depofition; Friar Pe- 
ter's enigmatical Accufation of lfabella 5 
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the Duke’s winding Behaviour ; what does it 
all ferve for ? but to perplex and embroil 
plain Fa6fa, and make up a Riddle without a 
Solution. 

The Reader can eafily difcover how the 
Plot will be unravelled at laft ; but the unne- 
ceflary Intricacies in unravelling it, foil remain 
to be accounted for. 

The Play fets out with ths Moral in the 
Title, Meafure for Meafure ; but how is this 
made out ? the Duke ipeaking of Angelo to 
Ifabella , fays, 


but as a Judge, 

Being doubly Criminal, inViolation 
Of facred Chafoty, and of Promife Breach, 
Thereon dependant for your Brother’s Life, 

The very Mercy of the Law cries out 
Moil audible, even from his proper Tongue. 

An Angelo hr Claudio j Death for Death. 

Haile foil pays Haile, and Leifure anfweis 
Lei l ure ; 

Like doth quit Like, and Meafure foil fo* 
Meafure * 

Thus it ihould have been, according to the [ 
Duke’s own Judgment to have made it Mea- j 
fure for Meafure ; but when Angelo was par- ! 
doned, and reftored to Favour, hov/ then was 
it Meafure for Meafure ? 

The. Cafe is not altered, becaufe Claudio 
was not put t) death, and Ifabella not violated; 
it was not through Angelos Repentance, that 
both thefe Things did not happen j a Woman 
C 6 he 
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he was engaged to, fupplied the Place of 
Ifabella , and the Head of another Man, was 
prefen ted to him inftead of Claudio's. Angelo 
therefore was intentionally guilty of pervert- 
ing Juftice, debauching a Virgin, and break- 
ing his Promife, in putting her Brother to 
death, whofe Life (he had bought by that Sa- 
crifice. Ifabella when pleading for him, fays. 

My Brother had but Juftice, 

In that he did the Thing for which he dy’d ; 
For Angelo , his A£t did not overtake 'his bad 
Intent, 

And muft be buried but as an Intent, 

That perifh’d by the Way $ Thoughts are no 
Subjects : 

Intents, but meerly Thoughts. 

This is ftrange Reafoning of Ifabella ; her 
Brother deferved Death, (he fays, becaufe be 
did the Thing for which he died ; he intended to 
do it, and his doing it was the Confequence 
of his Intention. 

Angelo likewife intended to debauch her, 
and murder her Brother, and he did both in 
Imagination ; that it was only Imagination, 
was not his Fault, for fo he would have had it, 
i and fo he thought it was. It is the Intention 
which conftitutes Guilt, and. Angelo was guil- 
j ty in Intention, and for what he knew, in 
| la£t,. therefore , as far as lay in his Ppwer, he 
i was as guilty as Claudio. 

This Play therefore being abfolutely de- 
\ kfhve in a due Piftribution of Rewards and 

Puni<h~ 
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Puntfhments ; Meafure for Meafure ought 
to be the Title, fince Juftice is not the 


not 


Virtue it inculcates ; nor can Shake/pear 9 s In- 
vention in the Fable be praifed 5 for what he 
has altered from Cinthio , is altered greatly for 
the w o**(e. ~ 
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‘The Ninth Novel of Bandello. 
Volume the Second. 


HEN the Scaligers were Lords 
of Verona , a fierce and bloody 
Enmity fubfifted between two 
noble Families of that City, of 
greater Dignity and Riches than 
the reft ; the Name of the one 
was Montecchto , the other Capellet : This vio- 
lent Hatred was the Caufe of frequent bloody 
Engagements between the Relations and De- 
pendants of thofe two Lords ; and the Numbers 
that were killed of both Parties on thefe Occa- 
fions, kept up and augmented the Fury of their* 
feveral Descendants. 

Bartholomew Scaliger , then at the Head of 
this Republic, laboured with the utmoft Dili- 
gence to fupprefs thefe Diforders j but all his 
Cares could never wholly prevent them, fo 
deeply was their Hatred of each other rooted 
in their Bofoms. 

Finding 
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Finding it impoffible to entirely reconcile 
them, in order to put an End to the Affronts, 
which each Party gave and received from the 
other, and which was always followed by the 
Deaths of fome amongft them, he commanded 
that the youngeft of one Faction (hould aln 
ways give Way to the eldeft of the other, 
whenever they happened to meet, by which 
Means many Diforders were avoided. 

About this Time, Romeo , the young Heir 
of the Montecchlo Family, was violently en- 
amoured of a Lady in Verona , who, not- 
withftanding the extraordinary Beauty and Ac- 
complilhments he was pofleft of, treated him 
with great Difdain. 

Romeo , during two Years, purfued the in- 
exorable Beauty, employing all the Rhetoric 
of Sighs, Tears, Prefents and Entertainments, 
to move her Heart; but all in vain; his 
Friends, who faw him languifh out his Days 
in a hopelefs Paflion, were greatly alarmed ; 
but neither their Remonftrances or Intreaties 
were able to effe& his Cure. 

One of his Companions, who was dearer to 
him than the reft, greatly aiHi&ed to behold 
him lofing thus the V igour of Youth in fol- 
lowing a Woman without Hopes of obtaining 
her, often took Occafion to blame his Perfe-* 
verance. 

Romeo , faid he, one Day to him, I love 
you as my Brother ; and it gives me great 
Pain to fee you thus confume away like &iow 
melting in the Sun ; don’t you fee you wafte 
your Time and fpend your Fortune, without 
obtaining either Honour or Advantage : Your 

Endeavours 
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Endeavours to win this Woman are all ineffec- 
tual ; the more you foliicit her, the more rigid* 
file becomes; certainly it is a great Folly to at- 
tempt a Thing which is not only difficult to do,, 
but impofiible ; you may be convinced (he nei- 
ther cares for you, or any Thing you can do to 
pleafe her ; perhaps (he has fome other Lover, 
who is fo dear to her, (he would not quit him 
for an Emperor : You are young, my dear Ro - 
your Perfon ismore lovely than any Youth’s 
in this City; you are, (let me fpeak it, fince it is 
Truth,to yourFace,) you are generous,virtuous 
and elegant; to thefe amiable Qualities are ad- 
ded the more folid Advantages of Learning and' 
Wit : You are the only Son of one of the 
greateft and richeft of our Noblemen ; does he 
reftrain you in your Expences ; does he con* 
troul you in your Pleafures ?. Is he not your 
Faftor only to take Care of your Affairs, 
while you ipend your Time as you pleafe ? 
Awake, I conjure you, and begin to refle& at 
length upon the Error you have been guilty of % 
remove from your Eyes the Veil which blinds 
you, and hindersvou from feeing the Path you 
are purfuing ; reiolve to place your Affe&ion 
on fome Perfon more deferving* and chufe a 
Lady who will better reward your Love ; a 
juft indignation is often more powerful in the 
Heart than Love itfelf: N^w when Affembiies 
and Mafquerades are held all over this great 
City, mix with the Company every where, 
and when you meet the ungrateful Woman 

J ou have solicited fo long* gaze not on her 
‘ace, but refle& on her Injuftice, her Cruelty 
and her Pride ; do not doubt but the many In- 
juries 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 



Sbakefpear Illuftrated. 41 

Juries you havefuffered will excite an Indig- 
nation fo juft and reafonable, that your Paf- 
fion will in Time yield to its Force, and you, 
by Degrees, regain your Liberty. 

To thefe Reafons, the faithful Friend of 
Romeo added many others, to engage him to 
quit his unfuccefsful Purfuit : Romeo liftencd to 
him with Attention, and took a Refolution 
immediately to put his wife Councils in Prac- 
tice. 

The Feaft being now begun, he had fre- 
quent Opportunities of meeting the lcornful 
Maid ; but he always carefully avoided look- 
ing at her, gazing on the other Ladies, and 
anxioufly examining the Beauties of every one, 
to chufe her who was moft ag eeable to him. 

About this Time, Antonio Capellet , the Head 
qf that Family, made a magnificent Feaft, to 
which he invited a great many of the chief 
Nobility and Ladies, moft of the Youth of 
Quality being there ; Romeo> notwithftanding 
the long continued Hatred between their Fa- 
milies, came thither alfo at Night, being 
mafqued like the reft of the Company ; but 
foon after throwing it oft, as all the others 
did, he feated himfelf at one Corner of the 
Hall, whi.h, by the great Number of Torches, 
being made as light as Day, he could conve- 
niently behold the whole Aflembly. 

Romeo foon drew the Eyes of the Company 
upon him, and of the Ladies particularly, who, 
ft tuck with his Boldnefs in coming to that 
Houfe, could not conceal their Admiration of 
it; his Enemies, however, on Account of his 
Youth, his extraordinary Beauty, the Sweet- 
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jnefs of his Manners, and the almoft univei fai 
Love he had acquired, forbore to give him any 
Difturbance, which, perhaps, had he been 
elder, and Ids amiable, they might have 
done. 

Romeo therefore, having leifure to confider 
the Beauty of the Ladies that were .at the 
Feaft, began to praife them more or lefs, ac- 
cording to his T afte, and, without dancing 
hirnfeif, took a Plcafure in looking upon thofe 
that did : While he was thus employed, he 
faw a young Lady of mod exquifite Beauty, 
whole Name was unknown to him ; his Heart 
immediately confefled this Object to be more 
charming than any he had ever feen 5 he gazed 
on her attentively, and the longer he gazed, 
the more Beauty and Graces he difeovered in 
her. Finding an unufual Pleafure in contem- 
plating her, he was not able for a Moment to 
remove his Eyes from her Face, but darting a 
thoufand paflionate Looks at the young Bean- 

S f y he fecretly refolved to exert his utmoft En- 
eavours to gain her Affedlions. 

Thus was his former Paflion vanqui filed by 
this new one, and gave Place to a Flame that 
was never extinguifhed but by his Death : Not 
daring in that fulpe&cd Houfe to enquire the 
Name of the young Beauty that had charmed 
him, he contented himfelf with feeding his 
Eyes with her Sight, and finding new Graces 
in every Look and A£Hon drank in large 
Draughts of the fweet Poifon of Love. 

Romeo being, as was faid .before, feated in 
a Corner of the Hall, had a full View of all 
the Company, who, in returning to their 

Places 
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Places after Dancing, pafled clofe by him* 
Julietta^ fo was the young Lady called, who 
had charmed him, not having obferved him 
before, was ftruck with Admiration of his 
Perfori, as (he went by the Place where he 
fat : This fair One was Daughter to Capellety 
the Matter of the Houfe, who had given the 
Feaft, and ignorant of the Name and Quality 
of Romeo ; yet he appearing to her the moft 
beautiful Youth (he had ever feen, (he could 
not refill the Pleafure (he took in gazing on 
him ; but fecretly (hatching ftolen Glances at 
him every Moment, an unufual Softnefs took 
Poflefiion of her Heart, and filled it with all 
the fweet Inquietudes and tender Perplexities 
of a begin ing Paffion : Not fatisfied with gaz- 
ing on him at a Diftance, (he ardently wifhed 
he would mix among the Dancers, that (he 
might have an Opportunity of hearing him 
fpeak, not doubting but her Ears would take 
in as much Pleafure from the Agreeable nefs of 
his Difcourfe, as her Eyes did Swectnefs from 
his Sight , but Romeo wholly loft in the Plea- 
fure he took in looking upon her, (hewed no 
Inclination to join the Company ; and Julietta 
was equally incapable of any Delight, but 
looking at him. 

Their Eyes being thus frequently direiled 
to each other, their paflionate Glances often 
met ; the Sighs which accompanied thofe 
Glances, betrayed the Emotions of their 
Hearts, and both were fenfible that an Op- 
portunity of difeovering their mutual Flame 
was equally defired by each. 

While 
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While they were thus taken up in exchang- 
ing tender and paflionate Looks, the Ball 
broke up, and the Company mixing promif- 
cuoufly together, began the concluding Dance, 
called the Dance of the 'Torch) otherwife the 
Dance of the Hat . 

Romeo , in the midft of the agreeable Con- 
fufion of this Dance, was {hatched up by a 
Lady, who forcing him into the Croud, he 
performed his Part, and giving the Torch, as 
was theCuftom, to another Lady, he drew 
near to Julietta , and took her by the Hand, to 
the inconceivable Tranfport of them both. 

Julietta then feating herfelf between Romeo 
and Mercutio ; the latter, who was a Courtier, 
gay, witty, and agreeably fatirical, was as re- 
markable for the extraordinary Coldnefs of his 
Hand, as for the uncommon Sprightlinefs of 
his Difpolition; and he holding one of Juli- 
ettas Hands, as Romeo did the other ; flie, 
who ardently defired to hear him fpeak, turn- 
ing towards him with an inchanting Smile, 
laid foftly and in a trembling Voice, gently 
f refling his Hand at the fame Moment — 
“ Blclled be the Time, Sir, that you feated 
yourfelf near me.” 

Romeo* who well knew how to make ufe of 
Advantages, draining her Hand paflionately 
in return, with Eyes which feemed to implore 
her Pity $ and an Accent as if his Life hung 
fufpended on her Anfwer, afked her the 
Meaning of fu~h a Benedi&ion. 

“ Gentle Youth, replied Julietta with a 
Smile, I blefs the Time of your coming hi- 
ther, becaufe Signior Mercutio , whofe Hand 
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is as cold as Ice, froze me all over by his 
Touch, and you, for which I am much obliged 
to you, by the kindly Warmth of yours, have 
redored me again.” 

“ Madam, replied Romeo immediately, I 
fhould think myfelf fuperlativcly happy in be- 
ing able to do you any Service, and bled be- 
yond Meafure if you will deign to command 
me as the meaneft of your Servants ; permit 
me however to tell you, that if my Hand has 
warmed you, the Fire of your bright Eyes has 
kindled luch Flames in me, that unlefs you 
afford me fome Aflidance, I fhall foon be con- 
fumed to Allies.” 

Scarce had he finiihed thefe lad Words, 
when the Dance being ended, the Company 
began to difperfe ; and Julietta tranfported 
with the Excels of her new Paffion ; breathing 
an ardent Sigh and tenderly {training his Hand, 
replied in hade as (he parted from him, 
44 Alafs ! what can I fay, but that I am more 
yours than my own !” 

Romeo , in Hopes of knowing who Ihe was, 
continued dill in the Hall; but he had not 
waited long, ’till he was informed by a Friend, 
that Ihe was the Daughter of the Lord Capcllet 9 
who had given the Fead. 

Thi3 News threw him into great Affliftion, 
forefeeing the Difficulty and Danger there 
would be in purfuing his Paffion ; but the 
Wound was already given, and his whole 
Soul was now infedled with the fweet Venom 
of Love. 

On the other Side, Julietta equally deflrous 
of knowing the Name of him who had con- 
quered 
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qtlcrcd her Heart; calling an old Woman, 
who had nurfed her, to a Window, which 
looked into a Street, through which the Com* 
pany was parting, by the Light of a great 
Number of Torches, fhe bejjan to enquire 
the Names of feveral of the Mafquers as they 
went along ; and at laft diredting her Eyes to 
Romeo , afked her who that fine Youth was 
who carried his Mafque in his Hand. The 
good Woman who knew him very well, told 
her it was Romeo , Son of the Lord Montec - 
chio. 

Julietta , (truck with the Sound of that 
Name, as with a Thunderbolt, began how to 
defpair of ever gaining the Objedt of her Af- 
fections for a Hidband : Concealing however 
her Confufion from the Obfervation of her 
Nurfe, (he retired to Bed; but her Mind was 
agitated with fo many different Thoughts, that 
Ihe could take no Repofe : Love and Defpair 
bred a cruel Conflidi in her Soul, yet Love 
had taken fo full and abfolute Pofieflion of it, 
that her Dcfire increafed with the Impoflibility 
of gratifying it. “ Ah f cried ihe to herfelf, 
how have 1 fuffered mv Affections to be thus 
tranfported ! how do 1 know (credulous Fool 
as I am) whether Romeo really loves me? 
Perhaps the artful Youth means only to delude 
me, with a difiemblcd Paffion, that by rob- 
bing me of my Honour, he may revenge him- 
fclf of my Family, and encreale the rooted 
Hatred between our Fathers ; but can it be, 
that a Soul fo generous as his, Ihould form a 
Dcfign to ruin one who loves and adores him ? 
Ah ! if the Face be the Index of the Mind, 

his 
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his is all Lovelinefs and Beauty, Cruelty and 
Deceit can never harbour in fo fweet a DweL 
ling ; from a Form fo inchanting nothing can 
be expected but Truth, Gentlenefs and Love: 
But fuppofe, added (he, that he loves me ho- 
nourably, have I not Reafon to believe that 
my Father will never confent to our Union j 
and yet, who knows but our mutual Paflion 
may be the Means of procuring a firm and 
perpetual Peace between our Families ; I have 
often heard that not only the Peace of private 
Families has been procured by Marriages, 
but that warring Nations have been made 
Friends by that Means $ ought I not then to 
hope that our two Houfes may be reconciled 
by fuch an Event.” Refting then upon this 
foothing Thought, whenever Romeo went 
through the Street where (he lived, (he al- 
ways (hewed herfelf at a Balcony, giving 
him fuch bewitching Smiles as he pafi'ed, as 
filled his whole Soul (which like hers, had 
been toft between Hope and Fear) with in- 
expreflible Delight. 

It was not without great Danger to his 
his Perfon, that he thus haunted the Street, 
where (he dwelt, both Night and Day j but 
Julietta's Smiles inflaming his Defires, he 
could not refift the fweet Violence that drew 
him continually thither ; the Chamber of this 
fair Maid had a Window in it, which looked 
into a narrow Lane. Romeo when he had 
paffed the great Street, and arrived to the 
Head of this Lane, often beheld her at this 
Window, to which (he would come very 
obligingly when (he faw him* and by her 

Looks 
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Looks exprefs thePleafure (he took In feeing 
him. One Night when Romeo came, as he was 
wont, to this rlace, Julietta feeing him, open- 
ed the Window ; the Moon (hone fo bright, 
that though he retired, upon her looking out 
into an old ruinous Building which fronted the 
Window, yet (he diftingui(hed him plainly, 
and no Perfon being with her in the Chamber, 
fhe ventured to call out to him. “ Romeo 3 
faid (he, what do you do here alone, at fuch 
an Hour ? (hould you be difcovered, I trem- 
ble for your Life ; are you ignorant of the 
cruel Enmity there is between our Families, 
and how many Lives have been loft by it on 
both Sides ? certainly if you are taken, you 
will be barbaroufly murdered ; why will you 
thus endanger your own Life and my Ho- 
nour ?” 

“ The ardent Paflion you have infpired me 
with, anfwered he, is the Caufe of my com- 
ing hither ; I know if I am difcovered -by your 
Relations, they will endeavour to kill me, 
but I (hall defend myfelf as well as I am able, 
and though I may be overpowered by fuperior 
Force, yet I will not dye alone j to dye near 
you will take off the Bitternefs of Death ; yet 
he allured. Madam, I never will be the Occa- 
iion of bunging any Stain upon your Honour j 
but will with Pleafure (acrifice my Life, to 
preferve it inviolate.” 

<c But what is it you re-quire of me, inter- 
rupted Julietta ?” 

“ That you would permit me to enter your 
Chamber, Madam, replied Romeoj that I may 
with lefs Danger make known to you the 

<Jre*t- 
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■Greatnefs of my Paffion, and the cruel Tor- 
ments I fuffer for your Sake.” 

Julietta , a little offended at this Demand, 
replied in fome Confufion, cc Romeo , you know 
the Extent of your ov/n Paffion, and I know 
that of mine ; I know that I love you, as 
much as it is poffible for a Perfon to love, and 
perhaps more than is confiftent with my Ho- 
nour ; however, I mu ft tell you, that if you 
hope to poflefs me by any other Means than 
Matrimony, you are much deceived ; and be- 
caufe I am fenfible you expofe yourfelf to great 
Danger by coming hither lo frequently, I am 
willing to bring this Affair to a fpeedy C011- 
clufion ; therefore, if you defire to be mine, as 
I with to be eternally yours, you will make me 
your Wife, and for that Purpofe I will be ready 
to meet you at any convenient Place, whatever 
Time you fhall appoint me, but, if you have 
any dilhonourable Intentions towards me, go 
away I conjure you, and fuffer me to live in 
Peace.” 

Romeo, who only wiflied to poflefs her with 
Honour, heard this Propofition with Trans- 
port, and told her, <c that he would marry her 
at any Time, and in any Manner fhe 
pleafed.” 

“ *Tis well, replied Julietta, let our Nup- 
tials then be celebrated, by the Reverend 
Friar Lorenzo of Reggio , who is my fpiri- 
tual Father.” To this Romeo readily agreed, 
the good Friar being very intimate in his Fa- 
mily j and it was refolved between them, that 
Romeo fliould fpeak to him the next Day upon 
that Affair. 

Vox.. I. D Friar 
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Friar Lorenzo* in whom the Lovers chofeto 
confide upon this Occafion, was of the Order 
of the Minors, a learned Theologician and 
Philofopher ; had great Knowledge of Herbs, 
and was well ikilled in the Magic Art $ and that 
he mi<*ht maintain himfelf in the good Opinion 
of the V ulgar, and quietly enjoy thofe Plea- 
i’ures, for which he had a Tafte, he endea- 
voured to procure the Friendfliip of all Per- 
fons of diftinguiftied Rank and Reputation: 
In this he fucceedcd fo well, that he had many 
Friends among the Nobility of Frrona, parti- 
cularly the Father of Romeo , a Nobleman in 
great Credit and Efteem, who had a high 
Opinion of his Sandtity and Wifdom. 

Romeo alfo held him in great Efteem, and 
the Friar, who knew him to be a prudent and 
generous Youth, had a tender Affedtion for 
him. The Reverend Father, w’ho confcffed 
almoft all the Perfons of Quality of both 
Sexes in the City, was alfo very intimate in 
the Family of the Capelletti , and was therefore 
intrufted with the fpiritual DiredHon of Ju - 
lletla, 

Romeo, the next Day after his Conference 
with h is Milt refs, went to the Church of St. 
Francis , and related to Friar Lorenzo the 
whole Story of his Paflion for Juliettay and 
the happy Conclufion to which he had brought 
it, entreating at the fame time his Afiiftance 
to unite them for ever. 

The Friar hearing this Account, promifed 
to do all he required, as well becaufe he was 
not able to deny Romeo any thing, as he 
hoped this Marriage would reconcile the two 

Houfes 
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Houfes of the Montecchi and Capelletti , and by 
that Means acquire to himfelf the Favour of 
Signor Bartholomew , who paflionately wifhed 
to compofe the Diforders their Enmity cre- 
ated in his City. 

The two Lovers, now only waiting for fome 
Occafion of going to Confeflion, in order to 
effe& their Defign, Julietta^ for the greater 
Conveniency, refolved to truft her Nurfe, 
who ilept with her, with her Love for Romeo \ 
his extreme Affedlion for her, and their in- 
tended Marriage. 

The good Woman greatly concerned at 
fuch a precipitate Defign, endeavoured to dif- 
fwade her from it, but to no Purpofc; and 
moved with the affe&ing Arguments of Ju- 
lletta , was at laft prevailed upon to carry a 
Letter to Romeo . 

The Lover was tranfported with Joy at 
the Contents ; which directed him to come, at 
five o’Clock that Night, to the Window in the 
Lane ; bringing with him a Ladder of Ropes, 
by which he might afcend to the Top. 

Romeo , committing the Care of providing 
the Ladder to a faithful Servant of his, named 
Pietro , they both, at the appointed Hour, 
went to the Place where Julietta expected 
them. 

As foon as (he faw Romeo y fhe let down a 
Cord from the Window, which they fallen- 
to one End of the Ladder, fhe drew it up, and 
with the Afliltance of her Nurfe fixed it fe- 
curely at the Top, while Romeo and his Ser- 
vant took Care to fallen it well below. 

D 2 Romeo 
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Romeo then boldly afcending the Ladder, 
Pietro retired into the old ruinous Houfe, till 
his Matter had Occafion for him : The iron 
Bars before the Window werefet fo clofe, that 
it was with Difficulty the paffionate Romeo 
could pafs his Hand through to clafpthat of his 
adored Julietta. — “ Oh! Romeo y cried the tranf- 
ported Maid, dearer to me than the Light of 
my Eyes, I defired to fee you here, that I 
might inform you I have ordered Matters fo 
as that I can go to Confeffion with my Mo- 
ther on Friday next ; we (hall come to the 
Church about the Time that the Sermon be- 
gins ; take Care to acquaint Father Lorenzo , 
that he may have every Thing in readineSs.” 

Romeo alluring her that the Friar was dif- 
pofed to do whatever they defired, they began 
to enter into a tender Conversation, which the 
Neceffity of parting for Fear of a Difcovery 
interrupting the Lover defeending the Ladder, 
took Leave of his dear Julietta , who, though 
exceffively pleafed with the paft Interview, 
thought every Moment an. Age till (he could 
call Romeo her own ; and Romeo , who Was al- 
moft tranfported out of himfelf, fpent the 
Time in difeourfmg with his Confidant on his 
approaching Happinefs. 

The deftined Day being arrived. Lady Gio- 
vanni , the Mother of Julietta , taking with her 
her Daughter and fome of her Women, went to 
the Church of St. Francis^ which was then in the 
Citadel ; the old Lady, as foon as (he entered, 
calling for Friar Lorenzo , told him, (he had 
come early with Julietta to Confeffion, be- 
caufe (he knew he would be much hurried that 

Day, 
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Day, having fo many fpiritual Children to 
confefs. 

The Friar, who had been inftru&cd before 
by Rcweoy and had him then concealed in his 
Confeflionary, giving; the Ladies the Benedic- 
tion, went into the Convent, and entering the 
Confeflionary where Romeo was, made 'Juli- 
etta^ who firft prefented herfelf, go into the 
other Cell, which was (lightly partitioned off 
from that which he and Romeo were in, hav- 
ing alfo a Grate between ; as foon as (he 
was entered, he gave the Sign that Romeo 
was within, and removing the Grate, after 
the firft Salutation, faid to her, — “ Daughter, 
Romeo has informed me, that you are willing 
to take him for a Hufband, and he alfo is de- 
firous of having you for a Wife, do you both 
continue to be thus difpofed ?” 

The Lovers making Anfwer, that they 
wUhed for nothing elfe; the Friar, after a 
fliort Difcourfe in Praife of holy Matrimony, 
pronounced the accuftomed Form of Words 
ordained by the Church, and gave them the 
nuptial Benediction. 

Romeo then pre fen ting his beloved Julietta 
with a Ring, which (he received with unfpeak- 
able Pleafure, he confulted with her on the 
Means he (hould ufe to gain Accefs to her at 
Night, and tenderly faluting her, went cau- 
tioufiy out of the Church. 

The Friar, replacing the Grate, heard the 
Confefiion of the happy Julietta , and difmif- 
ftng her, heard alfo thofe of her Mother, and 
the Women who attended them, and they 
returned again to their Houfe. 

D 3 Night 
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Night being come, Romeo 9 with his Servant, 
went to the Garden belonging to the Lord 
Capellet’s Houfe, and afcending the Wall by 
the Help of his faithful Pietro , he got eafily over 
to the other Side, where he found his Bride ; 
who, together with her Nurfe, was expelling 
him. 

Romeo , as foon as he faw her, ran to her 
with open Arms, and "Julietta eagerly flying to 
him, threw herfelf on his Neck, and embraced 
him with inexpreflible Tranfport; they parted 
the whole Night in the Garden without Fear 
of being difcovered ; and when the Morning 
approached, Romeo , after confulting with his 
fair Spoufe on the Methods they (hould ufe to 
reconcile their Parents, took Leave of her 
with a tender Embrace, and returned to his 
Houfe, looking upon himfelf to be the happieft 
of all Men in the Pofieflion of fo beautiful a 
Creature 5 and Julietta , who thought the 
whole World could not produce fo lovely and 
accompliflied a Youth as her Romeo 9 had no 
other Allay to her Happinefs but the ardent 
Defire Ihe felt to have their two Families re- 
conciled, that her Marriage might no lon- 
ger be concealed. 

While tl\c new married Couple were obliged 
to content themfelves with (hort and ftolen In- 
terviews, Friar Lorenzo was fecretly pra&ifing 
Means to reconcile their two Houfes, and had 
put Matters in fuch a Train, that he had fome 
Hopes of accomplifhing it. 

When the Feaft of Eafter was celebrated, 
it happened that great Numbers of Coaches 
were aflembled at the Gate of the Borfori 9 near 

the 
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the Caftle Vecchio , or Old Caflle , and many of 
the Capelletti and Montecchi meeting in that 
Place, aflaulted each other furioufly with their 
Arms: Among the Capelletti was a noble Youth, 
named 7 ilbald> a firft Coufin of Julietta’ s, 
who being poffcffed of great perfonal Courage, 
animated his People againffc the Montecchi , 
and urging them to have no Cor.fideration for 
any Perfon whatever among their Enemies, 
the Fray grew very bloody, both Parties being 
continually encreafed by other of their Parti- 
zans who joined them. 

Romeo>v/\\o was going through the City on 
fome Diverfion with feveral .of his Compa- 
nions, and a few Attendants, happened to 
pafs by while the Combatants were engaged ; 
this Sight gave him great Affliction, as he had 
Hopes from the f riar’s Endeavours, that Peace 
would have been made between their Families ; 
being defirous therefore of putting an End to 
the Fight, he turned to his Companions and 
Servants, and fpeaking fo loud that he was 
heard by many in the Street 5 “ Brothers, faid 
he, let us thrult ourfelves between them, and 
try, if by any Means we can oblige them to 
lay down their Arms With thefe Words he 
preffed in among the Combatants, followed 
by his Friends and Servants, labouring both 
with Words and Adtions to prevail upon them 
to ceafe their Contention 5 but his Entreaties 
and Endeavours were all ineffedlual ; their Fu- 
ry had rifen to fuch Excefs, that they minded 
nothing but how to be revenged on each other, 
many of each Party lying dead upon the 
Ground. 

D 4 While 
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While Romeo was thus generoufly employed 
in endeavouring to calm their Rage, the fu- 
rious Tibbald drew near him, and gave him a 
thruft with his Sword in the Side, which, by 
Reafon of a net- work of Steel he wore beneatn 
his Cloaths, did him no Harm. 

Romeo , notwithftanding this Outrage, turn- 
ing towards him, faid, with a friendly Ac- 
cent, c< Tibbald^ if you believe I came hither 
with any Intention to fight with you, or any 
of your Party, you are much deceived : I 
palled this Way by Chance, and havd no 
other Defign in mixing among you, but to 
make thofe who belong to me retire.” 

Tibbald , either not underftanding thefe 
Words, or feeming not to undeiftand them, 
cried out, “ Ah Traitor, thou fhalt die ! and 
furioufly throwing himfelf upon Romeo , ftruck 
him with great V iolence on the Head, but the 
Force of the Blow, though weakened by the 
Reel Head-piece he wore, yet fo enraged Ro- 
meo, that, wrapping his Cloak about his Arm 
by Way of Shield, he turned the point of his 
Sword towards his Enemy, which piercing 
his Throat, went quite through his Neck, and 
came out behind, lo that the unhappy Likbald 
fell dead immediately on the Earth. 

The Guards approaching at the Report of 
this Battle, the Combatants difperfed different 
Ways; and Romeo, fuil of Grief for having 
killed Tibbald > fled to the Church of St. Fran- 
cis , followed by a great many of his Friends 
and Servants. 

Father Lorenzo was much affe&ed at the 
Nc ws of Tibbald' s Death, which put it out of 

h/s 


Digitized by CjOOQ le 



Shake jp ear ffluft rated. 57 

his Power to accompliih the Peace he medita* 
ted between them ; however, he received Ro 
meo with great Kindnefs, and concealed him 
in his Chamber at the Convent. 

The Capelletti aflembling together, went to 
complain to Signor Bartholomew of the In- 

B they had fuffered from Romeo \ and the 
ler of Romeoy together with all the Perfons 
of Quality among the Montecchiy went alfo to 
prove that Romeo had not engaged in the Fight, 
but fought only to part the Combatants, and 
being bafely wounded by Tibbaldy killed him 
in his own Defence. 

Although it was made very clear, that the 
Capelletti affaulted the Montecchi firft, and al- 
fo proved by many Witnefles, that Romeo en- 
deavoured to part them, and was wounded by 
Tibbald while he was thus employed, yet Sig- 
nor Bartholomew banifhed him from Verona , 
and ordered the reft to forbear fuch Hoftilities 
for the future. 

The Death of Tibbald caufed great Affliction 
in the Family of the Capelletti \ but 'Julietta 
wept not for her Coufin’s Death, but for the 
Banifhment of Romeo ; having however that 
Excufe for her Sorrow, Ihe gave free Vent to 
her Tears, and lofing all the Hopes fhe had 
formerly entertained of being happy with her 
beloved Romeo y ihe wholly abandoned herfelf 
to Grief. 

Underftanding that he was concealed in 
Father Lorenzo 9 s Convent, fhe wrote a Letter 
to him, filled with moving Complaints of their 
m'iferable Fortune, in treating him with the 
moft tender Inftances of Affection, that he 
D 5 would 
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would allow her to accompany him in his Ba- 
nifhment. 

Romeo received this Letter by the Hands of 
the old. Woman who was the Confidant of 
their Marriage ; and in his Anfwer, he con- 
jured his dear 'Julietta not to affii& herfelf ; that 
in a proper Time he would do all fhe defired ; 
but at prefent he had not fixed upon the Place 
of his Exile, though he was refolved it (hould 
be as near her as pofhble ; and concluded with 
earneftly defiring her to give him an Oppor- 
tunity of feeing her before he went away. 

Julietta naming the Garden for the- Place 
of this laft fad Interview, Romeo y at the ap- 
pointed Hour,came fecretly out of the Convent 
by the Affiftance of Father Lorenzo , and, at- 
tended by his faithful Pietro , came to the Place 
where he was expe&ed. 

Julietta received him with a Flood of Tears, 
and Grief fo totally poflefled their Souls, that 
they continued a long Time unable to fpeak to 
each other ; recovering a little from this fi- 
lent Excels of Sorrow, they flew into each 
others Arms, mingling Tears with their Em- 
braces, and bitter Complaints againft the 
Cruelty of their Fortune. 

Great Part of the Night being wafted in this 
Manner, Julietta y with the moft earneft and 
afte&ing fntreaties, urged her beloved Romeo 
to permit her to go with him into Banifhment. 

44 Do not, my Lord, cried fhe, do not leave 
me behind you ; I will cut off this long Hair, 
and dieffcJ in the Habit of a Boy, follow you 
wherever you gt> ; my tender Cares fnall 
foften the Rigour of your Exile $ can you have 
1 a more 
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a more faithful Servant than me ? Oh, my 
deared Hulband, grant me this Favour, I con- 
jure you ; let me fliare your Fate whatever it 
De ; I cannot be unhappy if I am with you.” 

Romeo , with the tendered Language that 
Love could di&ate, endeavoured to comfort 
his affli&ed Wife ; he allured her that his Sen- 
tence of Banilhment would be fhortly revoked ; 
the Prince had given his Father fome Reafon 
to expe& it ; 4< But happen what wijl, faid 
he, my lovely Julietta , not in the Habit of a 
Page can I confent to fee you ; no, when you 
do come, it mult be in a Manner fuitable to 
the Dignity of your Birth, and the Quality of 
your Hufband : Depend upon it, continued 
he, my Banilhment will not continue more 
than a Year ; in that Time our Parents may 
be reconciled ? the Prince himfelf will labour 
to make Peace between them ; but if thefe 
Hopes fail me, I will then take another Courfe, 
for it is impoflible I fhould be able to live long 
without you.” 

Julietta , yielding to the Force of thefe Rea- 
fons and Perfuafions, they began to fettle the 
Method of correfponding by Letters \ and the 
Morn now breaking, amidfta thouLnd Sighs, 
Tears, and tender Embraces, they took Leave 
of each other ; Romeo returned to the Con- 
vent, and Julietta to her Chamber. 

In two or three Days, every Thing being 
prepared for his Departure, Romeo left the 
Convent, and, difguifed like a foreign Mer- 
chant, went privately out of Verona : Several 
of his mod faithful Friends conduced him 
fefely to Mantua ; where he hired a magnifi- 
D 6 cent 
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cent Houfe, and having large Appointment* 
from his Father, lived with a Splendor befit- 
ting his Quality. 

Juliet ta 9 in the mean Time, gave herfelf 
wholly up to Sorrow ; (he loathed her Food ; 
Sleep fled from her Eyes ; (he parted the Days 
in Sighs and Tears, and the Nights in Com- 
plaints and Lamentations. Her Mother ob- 
serving her continual Grief, reproved her for 
it many Times ; telling her, (he had wept 
enough for the Death of her Coufin, and that 
it was Time to put an End to her Affli&ion 
upon his Account . — Julietta replied, that (he 
knew no Caufe for Affli&ion; nevertheless 
fhe continued to fly from all Company and 
Diver lien, and gave herfelf up entirely a Prey 
to Sadncfs and Tears; her fixed Melancholy 
making fo great an Alteration in her lovely 
Face, that ihe no longer had any Refemblance 
of the once gay and beautiful Julietta . 

Romeo never failed to make Ufe of every 
Opportunity to write to her, always comfort- 
ing her in his Letters with Hopes of being 
focn together, and tenderly intreating her tt> 
moderate her Affliction, and become eafy and 
chearful as fhe was wont to be ; but all was in 
vain ; the Abfence of Romeo was the Caufe of 
her Unhappinefs, and till that was removed (he 
was incapable of receiving any Comfort. 

Her Mother atlart, fupponngthe Sadnefs of 
her Daughter proceeded from her Difcontent at 
feeing fo many ot her young Companions 
married, while (he had no Hulband propofed 
to her, acquainted her Spoufe, the Lord Ca - 
jtlkty with her Sufpicions: — “ OurDaugh- 
l ter. 
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ter, faid ihe, does nothing but figh and weep ; 
I have frequently afked her the Caufe of this 
immoderate AfHi<5tion ; (he anfwers me always 
in the fame Tone, that ihe knows of no 
Caufe ; yet every one in the Houfe perceives 
her continual Melancholy ; certainly fome vio- 
lent Uneafinefs preys upon her Heart ; and if 
(he is fuffered to go on thus, ihe will confume 
away infenfibly like Wax before the Fire : I 
have imagined a thoufand Reafons for this her 
Sorrow ; but what feems to me to be the moft 
probable is, that having fince lad Carnival, 
feen all her Companions become Wives, (he is 
affli&ed becaufe a Huiband has not yet been 
propofed to her; (he will be eighteen Years of 
Age St. Euphemia’s Day next, and in my O- 
pinion it is now Time we ihould procure her 
a good and honourable Huiband, for a young 
Virgin is not Merchandize that will keep 
long in a Houfe.” 

4< Since it is your Opinion, replied the 
Lord Antonio to his Wife, that this Melan- 
choly of our Daughter is caufed by her not 
having a Hufband propofed to her, I will en- 
deavour to procure one fuitable to the Dignity 
of our Houfe ; but let it be your Care to find 
out whether her Affe&ions are yet engaged, 
that I may propofe fuch a Match to her as 
may be agreeable to her Inclinations.” 

Giovanni replied, that ihe would do all in 
her Power to fatisfy him in this Particular; 
and accordingly ihe again queftioned all. Ju- 
lietta’s Attendants, and every other Perfon in 
the Houfe, who ihe thought was likely to 
give her any Information ; but could difcover 
nothing. Some 
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Some Time after this, a Match was pro* 
pofed to Lord Antonio , between the young 
Paris , Count of Lodrona , and his Daughter. 

Lord Antonio was extremely well pleafed 
with the Propofal, the Count being young, 
handfome and very rich $ and defired his Lady 
to acquaint her Daughter with the advanta- 
geous Offer that was made her. 

Lady Giovanni did as (he was dire&ed ; but 
'Julietta received this News with fuch appa- 
rent Grief, that her Mother, after long en- 
deavouring in vain to find out the Caufe, faid 
at lalt, “By what I can underfiand then, my 
Daughter, you are not willing to be married/* 
44 It is true. Madam, replied Julietta , I 
never intend to marry any one \ and if you 
love me, and have any Regard for my Peace, 
you will not think of giving me a Hufband.” 
44 Will you be a Nun then, replied the 
Mother, in great Amazement ; tell me what 
are your Intentions ?** — 44 I will not be a Nun, 
faid Julietta ; I know not what I would be ; 
but I long to be in my Grave.** 

Lady Giovanniy equally furprized and of- 
fended at this Anfwer, was at a Lofs what to 
fay or do.— She again enquired of her Daugh- 
ter's Attendants if they knew the Caufe of her 
extreme Melancholy. — They replied, that 
ever fince her Coufin Tibbald’s Death, fee had 
wholly abandoned herfelf to Sorrow, was al- 
ways in Tears, and fought all Occafions of 
being alone. 

Giovanni relating all this to her Hufband : 
He ordered Julietta to be called, and, after 
fome little Difcourfe with her, 44 Daughter, 

faid 
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faid he, you are now old enough to be married ; 
I have found a Hufband for you, who is young, 
handfome, noble and rich ; it is the Count of 
Lodrona ; difpofe yourfelf therefore to comply 
with my Will in this Affair, fuch Matches 
offer but feldom.” 

Julietta , with more Spirit than became one 
of her Years, replied boldly, that (he would 
not marry. 

Her Father, greatly enraged, was ready to 
heather; but checking his Fury a little, he 
contented himfelf with threatening her with 
the moft cruel Effe&s of his Difpleafure, if 
flie continued difobedient, and concluded with 
telling her, that whether flie was willing or 
not fhe muft prepare in a few Days to go with 
him, her Mother, and other Relations to 
Villa Franca* to meet the young Count, who 
would be there with a great Retinue on Pur- 
pofe to fee her ; adding, that if fhe made any 
Reply, or Refiftance, he would break her 
Head, and make her the moft miferable Crea- 
ture that ever was born. 

Julietta remained like one Thunder-ftruck, 
at this cruel Language, and, not daring to re- 
ply, fhe retired to her Chamber, and there 
wrote an Account of all that had palled to 
Romeo . 

In a fhort Time fhe received an Anfwer 
from her beloved Hufband, who earneftly con- 
jured her not to herfelf, but to depend 

upon the Promife he made her, to come fo on 
to Verona , and take her away privately to 
Mantua . 

While 
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While (he waited the EffeCt of this Pro- 
mife, the Day approached on which (he 
was to go to Villa -Franca , where her Father 
had a fine Seat. Notwithftanding her great 
ReluClance, file was obliged to go, and the 
young Count of Lodrona , who firft faw her 
at Church, was fo {truck with her Charms, 
though now a little impaired by her continual 
Grief, that he immediately concluded the 
Marriage Treaty with her Father ; who re- 
turned with Julietta to Verona . Here he in- 
formed her, that her Marriage with the Count 
was abfolutely refolved upon, exhorting her 
to be chearful, and fubmit to his Will with a 
good Grace. 

Julietta made no Anfwer, but retired to 
her Chamber, in order to conceal her Af- 
fliction, being informed that her Nuptials 
with Count Paris were to be celebrated in a 
few Weeks. Not knowing what to do in this 
terrible Extremity, (he at Taft refolved to go 
to Father Lorenzo , and conlult w ; th him 
upon Means to avoid this detefted Hulband. 

Accordingly the next Saint’s Day (he 
went to her Mother’s Chamber. “ My dear 
Mother, faid {he at her Entrance, I cannot 
imagine how this ftrange Melancholy has 
grown upon me, but ever fince the Death 
of my Coufin Tibbald I have been able to 
take no Pleafure in any Thing, and my De- 
jection encreafes every Day ; I think I will 
go on this blefled Saint’s Day to Conf^ffi- 
on } perhaps 1 may receive fome Confola- 
tion by that Means. What fay you, my 

fweet 
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fweet Mother, are you pleafed with this Pro- 
pofition ? Shall I go i” 

Lady Giovanni, who was a very pious 
Woman, greatly approved of her Daughter's 
Intention, and went with her to the Church 
of St. Francis ; where, ordering Father Lo - 
renzo to be called, (he permitted 'Julietta to go 
into the Confeffionary, and being entered; 
u My Father, faid the afHi£ted Julietta , no 
one knows better than yourfelf, what has 
pafled between Romeo and me, therefore it 
is needlefe to repeat it ; you have no doubt 
read the Letter, which I put into your Hand 
to befent to him ; in which I informed him, 
that my Father had promifed me to Paris, 
Count of Lodrona, Romeo writes to me, that 
he will (hortly come and take Meafures to 
prevent this ever happening 5 but alas ! 
Heaven knows when he will perform his 
Promife ; the Day of my Nuptials is now 
fixed ; I fee no Way to avoid the hated Count, 
who appears to me as a Robber and Aflaffin. 
You know that I am the Wife of Romeo , and 
that I cannot be another's ; no, I will be my 
<lear Romeo's eternally, this is my fixed Refc- 
folution ; to you therefore I come for Ad- 
vice and Affiftance ; hear firft, however, what 
I propofe. You fliall, my dear Father, pro- 
vide me a Suit of Boys Cloaths, in which I 
will leave my Father’s Houfe very early in the 
Morning, and thus difguifed travel to Man- 
tua , and keep myfelf concealed in the Houfe 
of my dear Romeo ' 9 

The Friar, who was not at all pleafed with 
this Propofition, replied — u My dear Daugh- 
ter, 
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ter, it is impoflible to execute, with Safety, 
the Defign you have formed, the Dangers 
are too great ; you are very young, your l^er- 
fon and Confttiution extremely delicate; you 
could not endure the Fatigue of fucli a Journey; 
you have never been accuftomed to walk, and 
not being acquainted with the Way, would 
wander here and there, without knowing 
whither to go : Your Father would no fooner 
mifs you, than he would fend People to the 
City Gates, and into all the Streets to find 
you, it would be impoflible to efcape the 
Search. When you are brought back, will 
not your Father, by Threats, and perhaps 
Blows, force you to declare the Reafon of 
your Flight, difguifed like a Boy ? and when 
he ihall uriderftand, that you was going to 
Romeoy will not he effedtually prevent your 
ever feeing him more ? 

Julietta^ acquiefcing in thefe Reafons of 
the good Father, replied, u Since you do 
not approve of what I have propofed, which 
J am now convinced is not pra&icable, give 
me your Advice what to do ; teach me how 
to untye this cruel Knot, by which, mifera- 
ble that I am, I find myfelf bound ; afiift me 
if poflible to get to my dear Romeo , for 
without him I can no longer live ; but if you 
cannot do that, help me at lead to the 
Means of keeping myfelf entirely his ; my 
Hufband has told me of your Knowledge of 
Herbs, and that you can diftil a Water which 
in two Hours time will fteal away Life, 
from the Perfon who takes it, without giving 
any Pain.-— Give me fuch a Quantity of this 

Water* 
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Water, as will deliver me from this Count, 
and make me able to keep my Faith with 
Romeo : If he loves me as I love him, he 
will rather fee me in the Arms of Death, than 
in thofe of any other Perfon ; by helping me 
to this quiet Death, you will deliver me and 
my Family from great Difgrace, for if I am 
driven to Defpair, and find no other Way to 
avoid the Miferies that wait me, I will cut 
my Throat in the Night, for I am determined 
to dye, rather than violate my Faith to Ro- 
meo” 

Father Lorenzo , who was one of the 
greateft Chemifts in his Time^ ?.nd was well 
acquainted with the Virtues of Herbs and 
Stones, among other wonderful Secrets he was 
pofleft of, he had found out and compofed with 
many fomniferous Simples a certain Pafte; 
which being reduced to Powder, and a fmall 
Quantity of it mixed with Water, would 
put the Perfon who drank it into a Sleep fo 
like Death, that the moft fkilful Phyfician in 
the World might be deceived by it, holding 
them in this fweet Trance forty Hours or 
more, according to the Quantity of the Pow- 
der, or the Conftitution of the Patient. He 
underftanding, therefore, the fixed Determi- 
nation of the unhappy Julietta , was fo moved 
with Companion, that it was with Difficulty 
he reftrained his Tears. 

“ My Daughter, faid he, you mu ft not 
think of giving yourfelf Death, becaufe you 
may depend upon it there is no returning to 
Life, until the Day of univerfal Judgment, 
when together, with all the Dead, you (hall 

be 
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be raifed again ; be patient, and refolve to live 
as long as God pleafes, he gave you Life, he 
preferves it, and in his own good T ime he 
will refume it. Banifh thefe melancholy 
Thoughts from your Mind ; you are young, 
and ought'to be fond of Life, that you may 
enjoy your Romeo ; do not doubt, but we (hall 
find a Remedy for the Evils you are afraid 
of — You fee in what great Credit and Re- 
putation I am in this magnificen City, 
fliould it be known that I was privy to your 
Marriage with Romeo* what Difgrace would 
it not bring upon me ! I will my dear Daugh- 
ter fo manage Matters, that, without draw- 
ing you into any Danger, you fhall preferve 
your Faith to Romeo ; but you muft be coura- 
gious and refolved, and pun&ually obferve all 
my Directions/ 

He then related to her the extraordinary 
Virtues of the Powder before mentioned, al- 
luring her that it had been often tried, and 
always found perfeCt. 4< My Daughter, 
added he, this precious and valuable Powder, 
will, as I have faid, put you into fo found and 
quiet a Sleep, that if Galen*Hippocrates*Mefue , 
Avicenna , and all the Colleges of the moft ex- 
cellent Phyficians that are, or ever were, 
were to fee you, and feel your Pulfe, they 
would with one Voice declare you dead. 
When you have drank the Mixture you will 
in a few Moments fall aileep ; at your ufual 
Hour of rifing your Attendants will come to 
awake you, but notice able; and you being 
cold as Ice, without Pulfe, or any Signs of Life, 
your Parents, Relations, and all who fee you, 

will 
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will believe you to be dead, and you will be 
carried to the Monument of your Family, 
there you will quietly repofe the Nis;ht and 
Day: I will take care to difpatch a Meffen- 
ger to Romeo , and he and I will come the 
Night following that which you are interred 
to the Monument 5 and when the Dofe is fully 
digefted, you will awake from this artificial 
Death as frefli and lovely as when you rife in 
a Morning from your Bed, after a quiet Reft ; 
we will then take you from the Monument, 
and you (hall return with Romeo fecretly to 
Mantua , and there remain concealed till the 
blefled Peace I am meditating reconciles your 
two Houfes \ but I muft again repeat to you 
that Secrecy and Courage is abfolutelyneceflary 
for our Deiign, otherwife you will ruin both 
yourfelf and me.” 

Julietta y who would have patted through a 
glowing Furnace to get to Romeo y gave abfo- 
lute Credit to the Friar’s Words, and replied, 
u Father, I will put myfelf entirely into your 
Hands, and perform whatever you require 
with the greateft Secrecy.” 

The Friar then going to the Chamber, re- 
turned in a few Moments with a fufficient 
Quantity of the Powder ; which he directed her 
to mix in a Gla fs of Water. "Juliettay with 
many Thanks, received it, and put it into a 
Purfe, which flie carefully concealed in her 
Bofoni. 

The Friar, who could with Difficulty be- 
lieve fo young a Creature had Fortitude enough 
to fuffer herfelf to be interred living in a Sepul- 
chre with putrefied Carcafles, faid to her : 

" But 
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« But my Daughter, tell me fincerely, do 
you not tremble at the Thoughts of being in- 
tombed ampngft mouldering Bodies j where 
alfo the Corfe of your Coufin Ttbbald , newly 
(lain, is interred ?” 

44 Father, replied the determined Julietta, do 
not trouble yourfelf about my Fears ; if I 
thought I £hould find my Romeo by pafiing 
through the Midft of infernal Flames, I would 
without trembling dare the everlafting Fires.” 

44 In the Name of God then, faid the Friar, 
go on with your Enterprize.” Then taking 
leave of her, he went back to his Chamber, 
and Julietta joined her Mother, who was 
waiting for her in the Church ; and as foon as 
they were at home, 44 Certainly, my dear 
Mother, faid Julietta , Father Lorenzo is a moft 
holy Man; he has comforted me fo much by his 

f ious Difcourfe, that the terrible Melancholy 
have fo long laboured under, begins already 
to abate of its Force.” 

Lady Giovanni , who already perceived an 
agreeable Change in the Countenance of her 
Daughter, was extremely pleafed, and thanked 
God and the good Friar for it a thoufand 
Times ; telling her Hufband they ought, in 
Gratitude for fuch a Service from Friar Lo - 
renzoj to make a prefent to his Monaftery. 

Julietta 9 s Chearfulnefs perfuading both her 
Father and Mother that there was no Caufe for 
the Sufpicion they had entertained of her be- 
ing fecretly in Love, they be^an to repent they 
had entered into fuch ftri£t Engagements with 
the Count of Lodrona , becaufe the extreme 
Youth of their Daughter made them willing to 


Digitized by CjOOQie 


Sbakefpear lUuftrated. 71 

keep her unmarried two or three Years longer; 
but the Match having been concluded upon on 
both Sides, they could not break it ofF without 
great Scandal. 

The Night before the Day on which the 
Nuptials were to be celebrated, Julietta , who 
thought every Moment a Year till (he drank 
the Potion, mixed it with fome Water in a 
Phial, and placed it fecretly at her Bed’s 
Head; the Nurfe who lay with her, falling 
afleep foon after flie was in Bed. 

Julietta , who could not take any Repofe, 
paned the Night in various and affecting 
Thoughts ; the Dawn approaching, put her 
in Mind that it was Time to drink the Potion ; 
when the Image of Tibbald \ dead as ftie had 
lately feen him, with the Blood flowing from 
his Wound, rofe to her Imagination, andre- 
fle&ing that fhe would foon be inclofed in a 
dark Monument amidfl: fo many dead Bodies 
and mouldering Bones, her Blood froze in her 
Veins, a cold Sweat hung upon all her Limbs, 
and (he began to tremble like a Leaf fhaken 
by the Winds. — “ Alas ! faid lhe, foftly figh- 
ing, what am I going to do ? Where lhali I iuf- 
fer myfelf to be carried ? If I fhould awake be- 
fore the Friar and Romeo come to take me out 
of the Monument, what will become of me? 
How (hall I be able to endure the Stench of the 
dead Body of Tibbald \ I, who cannot fuffer any 
difagreeable Smell to approach me ! who knows 
how many Serpents and horrid Worms there 
may be in that Sepulchre ! Creatures l fo much 
fear and abhor ; and if I am terrified only at the 
Sight of them, how lhall I endure to have 

them 
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them flinging and crawling about me ? how 
often have I heard horrid Stories related of 
dreadful Things which happen in the Night 
in Churches and Churchyards !” 

Thefe, and many more Thoughts of the 
like Nature, fo tormented her Imagination, 
that fhe began to deliberate with herfelf whe- 
ther Ihe {hould not throw away that terrible 
Potiog. 

Continuing thus irrefolute a long Time, 
her fervent Love for Romeo at laft got the bet- 
ter of her Fears, and the Day now {hining 
through her Window, fhe took the Phial from 
her Pillow, and couragioufly drank off the Li- 
quor, which, in a few Moments, produc- 
ing its ufual Efre&s, {he fell in a profound 
Sleep. 

Her Nurfe, who had been fenfible fhe had 
flept but little in the Night, thinking fhe 
was now repofing, rofe foftly for Fear of di- 
fturbing her, and went about her ufual Bufi- 
nefs; and when it was Time to awake her, 
fhe returned to her Chamber, faying as fhe 
entered, “ Up, up you Slug-a-bed, its Time 
to rife 5” then opening the Window, and per- 
ceiving Julietta did not yet move, {he ap- 
proached the Bed, crying €i Rife, rife you 
lazy ones 5” but the good old Woman was 
calling to the Deaf $ — then raifing her Voice, 
fhe called her aloud, {haking her to diflipate 
her Sleep j but all her vital Faculties were fo 
bound up, that the loudeft and moft horrible 
Thunders wojuld not have been able to awake 
her. 

The poor old Woman believing her now 
to be certainly dead, burft into Tears and 

Complaints, 
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Complaints, and went to acquaint the unhap- 
py Mother with the News, who, flying with 
diftraded Pace to Julietta's Chamber, and be- 
holding her ltretched breathlefs upon the Bed, 
flie filled the Air with dreadful Shrieks, utter- 
ing fuch moving Expreffions of Sorrow as 
might have foftened the Rage of Tygers them- 
(elves. The Tears and Groans of the Nurfe, 
and piercing Cries of the wretched Mother, 
brought all the Family to the Chamber, and 
among the reft the Lord Antonio , who ap- 
proaching the Bed, and finding his Daughter 
without Senfe or Motion, and cold as Ice, A- 
ftoniftiment and Grief made him for fome Mo- 
ments immoveable as a Statue. 

The fad News being fpread through the Ci- 
ty, all the Relations and Friends of the Fami- 
ly haftened to Lord Antonio ' s Houfe, and filled 
it with Tears and Lamentations ; the moft fa- 
mous Phyficians were immediately fent for ; 
but all their Art proved ineffectual, and they 
declared fhe was abfolutely dead. 

At this cruel Confirmation of their Fears, 
their Weepings and Lamentations redoubled ; 
the whole City took Part in the Grief of this 
Family, and every one bewailed the unexpect? 
ed Death of the young and'beautiful Julietta . 

But what Words can exprefs the deep Di- 
ftrefs, the wild Affliction of the wretched Mo- 
ther ! deaf to all the Confolation that was of- 
fered to her, (he gave a Loofe to Defpair : 
Now in the wild Agony of Grief (he tore her 
Hair, and (hrieking, pierced the Skies with 
her Complaints ; now finking under the Load 
of unutterable Sorrow, with Eyes dreaming 
Vou 1. E with 
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with Tears, and Sighs which Teemed to {hake 
her whole Frame, {he lilently bewailed her 
Lofs ; three Times (he threw nerfelf upon the 
Bed, and clafping the cold Julietta to her fob- 
bing Bofom, fell breathlefs on the Body, and 
was with Difficulty brought back to Life. 

Lord Antonio , who had tenderly loved his 
Daughter, was no lefs affiided for her Death, 
than his Wife ; but ftrove with manly Forti- 
tude to conceal his Anguiffi in his own Breaft 
in otder to quiet her’s. 

In the mean Time, Father Lorenzo wrote to 
Romeo all that had palled between him and Ju- 
lietta ; he defired him to come the next Night, 
dilguifed, to Verona , and affift him in taking 
his Wife from the Tomb, and carry her with 
him to Mantua . 

This Letter he gave to a faithful Brother 
of the Order, ftridtly charging him to haften 
with it to Mantua , and give it to Romeo Mon- 
tecchio % and no other Perfon whatever. 

The Friar accordingly departed for’ Mantua ; 
and arriying there in good Time, alighted at 
the Convent of St. Francis , with an Intention 
to defire the Superior to let one of the Brothers 
accompany him into the City, where he had 
fome Bufinefs to tranfa&. 

It happened, that a Friar of that Con- 
vent was juft then dead ; and becaufe it was 
fufpe&ed, from fome Marks on his Body, that 
he died of the Plague, the Deputies of Health, 
"the fame Moment that the Veronefe Friar ar- 
rived, came to the Superior, with Orders 
from the Lord of the City, that he fiiould not 
fuller any one belonging to his Convent to ftir 

out 
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out upon any Occafion whatever, for fear of 
fpreading the Contagion. 

The Veronefe Friar, in vain reprefented to 
the Deputies, that he was but juft arrived 
from Verona , and had not yet fpoke with any 
Perfon in the Convent ; they obliged him to 
remain (hut up with the other Friars, by 
which Means he could not deliver the Letter 
to Romeo himfelf, and would not, according 
to his Orders, fend it by any other Perfon. 

While this pafled at Mantua , in Verona 
they were making great Preparations for the 
Funeral Obfequies of Julietta , which, agreea- 
ble to the Cuftorn of the Place, were to be 
performed the Day on which file died. 

Pietro , the faithful Confident of Romeo, being 
then at Verona , and hearing that Julietta was 
dead, was almoft out of his Wits for Grief ; 
at firft he was for going directly to Mantua , 
but upon Reflexion he refolvcd to flay till (he 
was buried, that he might be able to fay to his 
Mafter, he had really feen her dead. Julietta 
then was carried with great Pomp to the Mo- 
nument of the Capelletti r zm\d(\: the Sighs and 
Tears of all the Inhabitants of Verona . Pietro 
at this Sight was fo loft in Affliction, re- 
flecting how ardently (lie was beloved by his 
Mafter, that he never thought of going to 
Father Lorenzo to confult with him, as he was 
accuftomed ; but, having feen Julietta en- 
tombed, he mounted his Horfe, and role 
hard, till he got to Villa -Franca, where he 
ftopt to refrefh himfelf, and after a (hort Sleep, 
rifing two Hours before Day, he remounted 
his Horfe, and reached Mantua at Sun-rife. 

E 2 Romeo 
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Romeo was (till in Bed, when he entered 
his Chamber ; and poor Pietro was fo much 
affected with the lad News he brought, that 
for fomc Moments he was unable to utter a 
Word ; but his Sigh', and the Tears which 
ran down in great Abundance from his Eyes, 
perfuaded his Mailer, that fomc ill Accident 
had happened, though he was far from guef- 
fing at the real one j yet with fome Impati- 
ence, he afked him, 44 If his Father, and 
all his F riends at Verona were weir* 44 Speak,” 
added he, beginning to be more alarmed ; find- 
ing he ftifi continued filent and weeping, 44 Keep 
me no longer in Sufpence, but tell me what 
is the Caulcof that Affliction I fee you in.” 

Pielro with a faultering Voice, then told 
him, that Julietta was dead, that he had feen 
her laid in the Monument of the Capcliettiy and 
that it was reported in Verona , that Grief 
was the Caufe of her Death. 

Romeoy (truck as with a Thunder-bolt 
at this dreadful News, remained for fome 
Time in a fpeechlcfs Agony of Grief ; then 
furioufly fpringing out of his Bed, 44 Ah 
Traitor ! cried he aloud, cruel, perfidious 
and ingrateful RGmeo y it was not Sorrow that 
killed thy Wife, Grief is not fo quick a 
Murderer ! Ah ! no, it was thy Cruelty that 
killed her: Did (he not tell thee in her Letters, 
foe would dye rather than be the Wife of any 
other, and carneftly entreat thee to come, 
and take her from her Father’s Houfe, and 
thou, unworthy lingering Lover, amufed her 
with vain Promifcs, but had r.ot Refolution 
enough to perforin them, and doll thou now 

(land 
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ftand idly weeping, and Julietta dead! — Oh my 
Julietta ! cried he, raifing his Voice, art 
thou dead, and do I live ! — Ah Wretch ! how 
often have I told her, that I could not live 
without her, and yet I live, I breathe, and file 
is dead ! — Where is (he, added he, gaz- 
ing wildly round the Room, is (he not here, 
here hovering about me, expelling me to fol- 
low her! — Hark* (he calls me; behold, (he 
fays, behold me here, deceitful Lover and un- 
faithful Hulband. Oh pardon me ! my deareft 
Wife; I own my Guilt, and fince Grief is 
not poweiful enough to deprive me of Life; 
my own Hand (hall perform that OfS:e, and 
do what Grief is not able to do.” — This faid, 
he fuddenly fnatched his Sword from the Head 
of his Bed and turned the Point of it to his 
Bofom ; but Pietro fpringing haftily to him 
pu(hed the Sword out of his Hand, endeavour- 
ing by all the foft .Perfuafions he was Mafter 
of to prevail upon him to change his dread- 
ful Purpofe. 

Romeo , overwhelmed with unutterable An- 
guifti, ftood filent and motionlefs all the 
Time he was fpeaking, refembling more a 
Marble Statue than a living Man ; at laft the 
fhibborn Sorrow.found a vent, and his Eyes, 
at once unlocking all their Springs, poured out 
a River of Tears. 

Though the Frenzy of his Sorrow was by 
this Means fomewhat allayed, yetDefpair had 
taken fuch Pofleflion of his Soul, that he was 
fixed in his Refolution not to live, but care- 
fully concealing his Defign, left he (hould 
be prevented from executing it, he charged 
E 3 Pietro 
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Pietro, with a diflembled Calmnefs in his Looks 
and Voice, not to mention the Death of his 
Wife, and the fatal Error he had like to have 
been guilty of, to any Perfon whatever, but to 
mount a frefb Horfe, and fet out immediately 
for Verona, whither he would follow him— “Let 
not my Father know, continued he, that I 
am coming, but provide me fome Inftruments 
for opening the Sepulchre, where my Julietta 
is interred, and Wait for me at the Out- 
Houfe behind, our Garden; I will meet 
vou there, and we will go together to the 
Monument of the Capelletti , for I mull once 
more have a Sight of my deareft Wife, pale 
and cold as {he now lies in Death, then early 
in the Morning I will return to Mantua , 
and you may follow a little Time after.” 
Pietro , not fufpe&ing his Intention, departed 
immediately to perform his Commiflion, and 
Ro?neo,2S loon as he was gone, wrote a Letter 
to his Father, in which he entreated his 
Pardon for having married without afking his 
Confent, and related at large his Love for Juli- 
etta, their Marriage, and the fatal Confequen- 
ces; he conjured him a] fo, fince Julietta had 
been his Daughter to have perpetual Mafles 
faid for her Soul, and in order to reward the 
Fidelity of his Servant Pietro , he defired that 
a handfome Provifion might be made for him 
out of the Eftate which had been bequeathed 
him by an Aunt lately deceafed, and fince he 
had yet received no Part of it, he ordered the 
firft Rents to.be given to the Poor; having de- 
clared this to be his laft Will, he earnettly en- 
treated his Father, to fulfil it in every particu- 
lar ; then doling the Letter,he fealed it, and put 

it 
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it in his Bofom. This done, he gave Orders to 
have a Horfe made ready, and, telling his Ser- 
vants he would return the next Day, he put 
oh the Habit of a German Soldier, and, taking 
with him a Phial full of Mortal Poifon, he 
mounted his Horfe, and took the Road to 
Verona. Having rode pretty fall, he arrived 
there in the Evening, and went to the Houfe 
where he had appointed to meet Pietro y 
who having provided every Thing that he had 
been commanded, they went together at four 
o’Clock in the Morning to the Churchyard, 
which was in theCitadel,and got to the Monu- 
ment of the Capelletti without being difcovered. 

The Vault being opened, without much Dif- 
ficulty, with the mftruments they had brought 
with them, they propt up the Top with Poles, 
and Romeo taking a dark Lanthorn, which 
Pietro had alfo provided, he defcended into 
the Vault : Here he beheld his Wife dead as 
(he appeared, and ftretched out upon her Bier. 

Romeo at this Sight fell fainting upon her 
Breaft, and continued for fome Moments in a 
Death more real than hers ; recovering at laft 
to a painful Senfe of agonizing Woe, he took 
his Wife in his Arms, and bolding her clofe 
j>reft to his Bofom, bathed her cold Face with 
his Tears, which flowed in fuch Abundance, 
that for a long Time he was not able to utter 
a Word ; but when he recovered the Ufe of 
Speech, he broke into fuch moving Com- 
plaints, as might have foftened the fierceft and 
moft impenetrable Souls to Compaflion. Con- 
tinuing ftill fixed in his Refolution to dye, he 
took the Phial out of his Pocket, and drank off* 
the fatal Draught in a Moment, then afcend- 
E 4 ing 
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ing a few Steps, he called to Pietro , wko was 
{landing in a Corner of the Church-yard.— 
“ Pietro , faid he, when he approached, behold 
here my Wife, how much I did and do love 
her, thou partly knoweft ; thou knoweft alfo, 
that it is as much impoffible lor me to live 
without her, as it is for a Body to live with- 
out a Soul ; I therefore brought with me a 
Poifon, which in lefs than half an Hour 
procures a certain Death j this I have glad- 
ly drank this Moment, that dying near 
her, whom in Life I fo paflionately adored, 
I may remain with her dead, fince my cruel 
Deftiny would not permit us to live together.— 
See, there is the Phial, which I have emptied, 
it was given me theu may’ft remember by a 
Mountebank in Mantua , who came from 
Spoletta , and brought with him living Afpicks 
and other Serpents, the Water it contained 
was diftilled from thefe Creatures and other 
Serpents, God of his infinite Mercy pardon me 
thisA<Sl, fince I did not deftroy myfelf to offend 
him, but becaufe it was not poflible for me to 
live without my deareft Wife. -—Think not, 
Pietro^ added he, wiping away the Tears that 
flowed from his Eyes, while he was fpeaking, 
think not becaufe thou feeft me weep, that I 
lament my Death at thefe early Years. No, 
my weeping proceeds from the Anguifh I 
feel for the untimely Death of her, who was 
worthy of a much longer, and much more 
happy Life. Here, faid he, pulling out the 
Letter, give this to my Father, it contains 
fome particular Requefts, which I have defired 
him to perform after my Death, as well con- 
cerning 
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cerning my Interment in this Monument, 
as my Servants in Mantua , and you in 

{ Particular: I am perfuaded my Father will 
aithfully execute all I have required in this 
Letter — Farewel — I can no more — I feel al- 
ready the Approach of Death — TJ>e powerful 
Poifon wanders through all my Limbs, and 
will fliortly enter the laft Retreat of Life — I 
(hall expire in half an Hour — Take away the 
Props from the Vault, and leave me to breathe 
my Laft in the Bofom of my adored Wife.” 
Pietro , at thefe Words of his Matter, feemed 
to fed his Heart tore from his Breaft ; fuch was 
the Excefsof his Sorrow : Fain he would have 
done fomething to aflift him, but it was now 
in vain ; there was no Remedy for that fatal 
Poifon. 

Romeo , defcending again, took Julietta in 
his Arms, and after calling Pietro to clofe up 
the Vault, fixed his dying Lips on the Mouth 
of his Wife, and holding her fall folded to his 
Breaft, waited for Death in that Pofture. 

Julietta , who had now digefted the deeping 
Powder, began to awake, and, her Sen fes, per- 
fectly returning, feeling herfelf fall embraced, 
Ihe fufpe&ed the Friar was going to carry her 
to his Cell with fome impure Defign. Pofleft 
with this Thought, “Ah ! Father Lorenzo , 
faid Ihe, is this the Fidelity you owe to Ro- 
meo? Do you thus abufe the Truft he reoofea 
in you ?” Endeavouring then to free herfelf 
from thofe fufpe&ed Embraces, and opening 
her Eyes at the fame Time, Ihe faw and knew 
B.5 her 
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her Romeo * though difguifed in the Habit of a 
German Soldier* 

“ And are you here my Love, faid (he ? 
Where is Father Lorenzo ? Why don’t you 
take me out of this Monument ? Hade, let us 
go, I befeech you.” 

Romeo , when he faw her open her Eyes* 
and heard her fpeak, was fenfible immediately 
that (he was really alive, and feeling in the 
fame Moment an Excels of Joy and Sorrow* 
he drained her eagerly to his Bofom, and 
weeping, cried, 44 Oh Life of Iny Life, and 
by far the deared Part of me, what Man 
ever felt the extatic Joy I feel this Inftant, 
which brings me the full Confirmation that 
thou art not dead but alive,and well in my Arms : 
But Oh ! was ever Anguifh equal to mine ? 
at die fame Time, fmce this happy, this mi- 
ferable Moment, I feel myfelf going to be tore 
from thee by Death $ now when Life would be 
mod welcome to me ; a quarter of an Hour 
is alb the Time I can poflibly live: Was there 
ever. Oh cruel Heaven ! an Objeft at one and 
the fame Moment, fo exquifitely happy and 
fo tranfcendantly miferable : How can I do 
otherwife than rejoice, my fweeted, my mod 
lovely Wife, when I behold you living, whofe 
Tudden and unexpected Death I have fo bitter*- 
ly wept ; but Oh my Sorrow is alfo extreme, 
that now, when Life would be dear to me* 
fince, in poffefling you, I have all for which I 
wifh to live, now to be torn from you ! How 
fevere, how bevond Meafure cruel, is my 
Dediny !” 

Julietta 
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Julietta hearing Romeo (peak in this Man- 
ner, being now quite awakened, replied— 
44 What Words are thefe you (peak to me, 
my deareft Lord ; is this all the Comfort you 
intend to give me j and did you come from 
Mantua to bring me this fatal News ? 

Romeo then, in a few Words, telling her 
what he had done, and the Caufe of it— 
44 Alas ! alas ! cried the miferable Julietta , 
what do I hear! — Oh what is it you tell me! — 
By what I underftand then. Father Lorenzo did 
not write you an Account of the Meafures he 
and I had taken, though he promifed me 
faithfully to do fo.” 

Here Julietta , weeping, fighing, and bit- 
terly complaining, amidd interrupting burfts 
of Sorrow, recounted all that the Friar and (he 
had done to avoid being married to the young 
Nobleman her Father had provided for her. 

Romeoy hearing this, felt his Grief and Ago- 
ny redoubled ; and while Julietta with Heart- 
piercing Groans lamented their unhappy Fate, 
calling the Heavens, the Stars, and all the 
Elements mod cruel and unmerciful, her dying 
Hulband, obferving the Corpfe of Tibbald lying 
near him, turned towards it — 

<c Oh Tibbaldy faid he, if in thy prefent 
State thou art capable of knowing any Thing, 
thou muft know that I fought not to offend 
thee ; but that my Intention, by mixing in the 
Combat, was to perfuade thy Party to retire, 
and mine to lay down their Arms ; but thou, 
poileiled by long hereditary Hatred againft me, 
aflaulted me cruelly with mod untameable Ma- 
lice j then lofing all Patience, I fcorned to 
E 6 move 
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move one Step to avoid thee, and thy ill Def- 
tiny made me kill thee : Now then I afk thee 
Pardon for that Offence j fo much the greater, 
as thou wert then become my Kinfman by my 
Marriage with thy Coufin : If thou defirett 
Vengeance on me, behold the fatal Confe- 
quences of thy Death ; could’ft thou wifh for 
a more Qompleat Revenge than that thy Mur- 
derer fhould here in thyrrefence come to give 
himfelf a voluntary Death, and dying, feek a 
Corner of thy Sepulchre to remain interred be- 
fide thee ; fo that, though in Life we were Ene- 
mies, yet In Death one Grave may hold us 
peaceably together.” 

Pietro , at this piteous Difcourfe of the dy- 
ing Hufband, and the piercing Cries and bitter 
Complaints of the wretched Wife, flood mo- 
tionlefs with Horror and Grief, almoft doubt- 
ing if the melancholy Scene he beheld was 
real ; and not knowing what to fay or do, re- 
mained fixed like a Statue on the Side of the 
Monument. 

“ Oh, Romeo, ft iid the exquifitely diftreffed 
] 'Julietta , fince it is not the Will of God that 
\vc fhould live together, I may at leaftbe per- 
mitted to remain with you here ; for Oh ! be 
affured I will never, never forfake you/* 

Romeo then taking her in his Arms, began 
with the gentleft and moft tender Soothings to 
calm her Sorrow, and perfuade her to live, 
telling her he could not die in Peace, unlefs he 
was affured fhe would preferve her Life ; but 
while he was fpeaking,he felt his Strength for- 
fake him by Degrees, his Eyes grew dim, and 
all the Powers of his Body fo weakened, that 

he 


Digitized by CjOOQ le 



5 bake/pear lllujlrated. $5 
he was no longer able to ftand, but letting 
himfclf gently link on the Ground, and look- 
ing piteoufly in the Face of Ms affixed Wife, 
“ Alas ! faid he, my Love, — I am dying.” 
Friar Lorenzo , who, for what Reafon ii 
unknown, was not willing to take Julietta out 
of the Monument, and carry her to his Cham- 
ber the Night (he was interred, the following 
Night finding Romeo did not appear, accom- 
panied by a faithful Brother of the Order, he 
came to the Monument with Inftruments to 
break open the Vault, and arrived there the 
fame Moment that Romeo funk down upon 
the Earth, and feeing it already opened, and 
Pietro Handing by it, he afked him where Ro- 
meo was. 

Julietta hearing the Voice, and knowing it 
to be the Friar’s, raifing her Head, and weep- 
ing, faid, 44 Heaven pardon you, how well 
you fent the Letter to Romeo!* 9 

“ 1 fent it, replied he, by Friar Anfelmo , 
with whom you are acquainted; wherefore 
then do you fpeak to me in this Manner ?” 

44 Defcend, replied Julietta , (redoubling her 
Tears ) and fee.” 

The Friar going down, immediately per- 
ceived Romeo ftretched out, having yet fome 
fmall. Remainder of Life ; 44 Oh, my Son ! 
Oh, Romeo ! cried he, what does this mean ?” 
Romed,' opening his languifhing Eyes, and 
knowing the Friar, with Tears which ran fall 
down his dying Cheeks, recommended Ju- 
lietta to his Care, and devoutly afked Pardon 
of God and him for the Offence he had been 
guilty of in haftentog his own Death, 
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It was with great Difficulty the unhappy Lo- 
ver pronounced thefe laft Words, which, as 
foon as he had finifhed, he expired — Julietta , 
flxrieking aloud, and calling many Times on 
the Name of her loved Hufband, opprefled at 
laft with agonizing Grief, fell fainting on his 
Body, and continued fo long in that State of 
Infenfibility, that the two Friars and Pietro , 
who were bufied in giving her all the Affiftance 
they were able, thought fhe was dead : Re- 
covering however to a painful Senfe of Woe, 
flie wildy wrung her Hands, tore off her Hair, 
and bathed the lifelefs Body with her Tears; 
then clafping him to her throbbing Bofom— - 
44 Oh thou loved Center of all my Wifhes, 
faid fhe, my dear, my only Lord, once the 
foie Bli fs of my Life, now, ah ! now my on- 
ly Mifery ! — How art thou cut off in the 
Spring of Youth, and early Bloom of Beau- 
ty! — Thou, at a Time when all are fondeft 
of Life, haft willingly fhortened thy Courfe ; 
and me, me, the unhappy Caufe ! — Yes, my 
deareft Lord, thou didft come to finjfh thy 
Days in the Arms of her, who, in Life, thou 
hadft loved moft, and who loved thee above all 
earthly Things — Hither thou didft come to 
breathe thy laft Sighs, and to be interred 
near me; not fufpeSing tfiefe bitter Tears 
would have bewailed thee dead — Where art 
thou now, my Love ? — Art thou not ftill with 
me ? — I know thou art — Thou can’ft not ftay 
in a Place where I am not — Thy dear Spirit ftiU 
wanders about me — I fee — I hear thee — Thou 
wondered at my long Stay — Fear not, my 
deareft Lord, but I will follow thee: The 

moft 
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mod painful Death that could be infli&ed on 
me would not equal the Torments of living 
without thee — I come then, I come, my 
only Love — Stay one Moment forme; that 
my freed Soul may mount with thine, and be 
with thee for ever.” 

The two Friars and Pietro , wholly fubdued 
by Grief, wept exceflively at this difmal 
Scene 5 yet they ufed their utmod Endeavours 
to comfort her, but all fn vain. 

“ My Daughter, faid Father Loren%o y what 
is done cannot now be undone : If Tears 
could recal thy Romeo to Life, ours fhould 
flow as faft as thine ; but there is no Remedy 
for what is pad ; comfort thyfelf then and re- 
folve to live ; and if thou art not willing to 
return to thy Father's Houfe, I will place thee 
in a holy Monadery, where thou may’d fp end 
the Remainder of thy Life in ferving God, 
and praying for the Soul of Romeo” 

Julietta , whofe Thoughts were wholly 
fwallowed up in the blacked Defpair, heard 
with gloomy Silence all the Friar had been 
faying, and, obdinately bent on Death, col- 
lecting her whole Force of Grief, and vio- 
lently redraining all the Powers of Life, die 
expired, holding her Romeo fad locked in her 
Arms. 

While the two Friars and Pietro were 
endeavouring to recover her, fome Soldiers 
paffing that way by Chance, alarmed by the 
Light they faw in the Monument, ran hadily 
thither ; being informed of what had happened 
to the unfortunate Lovers, they left the 
Friars under a good Guard, and took Pietro 
3 along 
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along with them to the Prince, to whom he 
minutely related their whole Hiftory. 

The Morn being now come, the whole Ci- 
ty was filled with Grief and Confirmation at 
this melancholy Adventure ; the People ran in 
Crouds to the Monument of the Cafelletti ; 
and the Prince being refolved that one Grave 
fcould hold the faithful Levers, their Funeral 
Obfequies were performed with grest Pomp 
by the two diftreffed Families of the Morucchi 
and Capsllettu between whom there was af ter- 
wards a tranfient Peace. The Friar and Pie- 
tro were pardoned, and the Father of Romeo , 
in every Particular, fulfilled the dying Re- 
quells of his beloved Son. 



Observa 


Digitized by G.OOQ le 


Shakefpear IlluJtrateS. 


89 



Observations an the TJfe Shakefpear has 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Tragedy of 
Romeo and Juliet. 


O N the Incidents in the foregoing Novel, 
Shakefpear has formed the Fable of his^- 
meo and Juliet , one of the moft regular of all 
his Tragedies. Howclofely hehas followed the 
Story may be partly feen by this Tranflation, 
which is literal from the Original Italian of 
Bandcllo\ yet I think it will not be difficult to 
prove, or at leaft to make it appear highly pro- 
bable,that he never faw, and did not underftand 
the Original, but copied from a French Tran- 
flation extant in his Time ; or, what is equally 
probable, from an Englijh Tranflation of that 
French one, both very bad, in fome Places 
rather paraphrafed than tranflated $ in others, 
the Author’s Senfe abfolutely miftaken, many 
Circumftances injudicioufly added, and many 
more altered for theworfe, or wholly omitted. 
The Story of Borneo and Juliet may be found 
tranflated in a Book, entituled, Hiftoires Tret* 
giques extraiftes des Oeuvres de Bandel \ printed 
in Paris , in the Year 1571, /even Years after 
Shakefpear was born. A literal Tranflation of 

this 
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this Story, from the French , is in the fecond 
Tome of the Palace of Pleafure y printed at 
London in the Year 1567, which is a Col- 
leftion of Novels, tranflated into Englijh by 
William Painter •, from feveral Greeks Latin* 
Spanijh and Italian Authors (as the Title 
Page fays) but fome of them are taken from 
Tranflations of thofe Authors into French , of 
which Romeo and Juliet is one. 

Had Sbakejpear ever feen the original Novel 
in Bandello* he would have been fenfible that 
theTranflation of it is extremely bad: That 
he did not fee it, muft be owing to nothing 
elfe than his not underilatiding Italian 5 for 
can it be fuppofed, that having refolved to 
write a Tragedy upon the Subjed of an Itali- 
an Story, he would rather chufe to copy from 
a bad Tranflatioft of that Story, than follow 
the Original. 

This Suppofition would be as abfurd as to 
imagine a Man would flake his Third with 
the muddy Waters of a polluted Stream, when 
the clear Spring, from whence it ifliies, is with- 
in his Reach. That Sbakejpear confulted the 
Tranflator, appears from nis having followed 
him in all the Alterations he has made in the 
Original j (bme few of which I (hall take no- 
tice of, and fhew that in fome Places he has 
not only taken Circumftances from the Tranft 
lator, but alfo made Ufe of his Thoughts and 
Expreffions. 

In- Bandello the Lovers pafe the Night af- 
ter their Nuptials in the Garden ; the Tranft 
lator makes Romeo afeend the Chamber of 

Julietta* 
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Julietta , in which he is followed by Sbake- 
fpear. 

The Tranflation makes them both com- 
plain of theTedioufneis of theDay,wifh the 
Sun to haften his Courfe, or that they were 
able to add Wings to his Speed ; BandeUo is 
filent upon the Subjefl, but Sbakefpear puts al- 
moft the fame Words in the Mouth of Ju- 
liet. 

The Tranflator makes Juliet , upon hearing 
that her Couiin is (lain by Romeo , break into 
Complaints and Reproaches againft her Huf- 
hand, and after {he has for fome Time given a 
Loofe to her Refentment, her returning Ten- 
dernefs for Romeo forces her to repent of the 
injurious Words which, in the firft Emotions 
of her Grief and Rage, fhe had uttered againft 
him; fhe condemns herfelffor her too haft; 
Cenfure, and begs Pardon of the abfent Romeo 
for her unkind Reproaches. 

There is not the leaft Foundation for all 
this in the Original. Bandello every where 
fhew$ Juliet fo much engrafted by her extreme 
Paffion for Romeo 9 that all other Affe&ions, 
all Tyes of Confanguinity, all filial Duty and 
Obedience is fwallowed up in the Immenfity 
of her Love ; and therefore when the News of 
Ttbbald 9 s Death and Romeo 9 s Banifhment is 
brought to her at the* fame Time, fhe does not 
weep for the Death of- her Couiin, but for the 
Banifhment of her Huiband. Sbakefpear has 
indeed the fame Thought : Juliet being toW by 
her Nurfe, that her Parents were weeping ov« 
the dead. Body of Ttbbald^ replies. 
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•* Wafli they his Wound with Tears ; mine 
{hall be fpent 

Whep their’s are dry, for Romeo's Banifh- 
ment.” 

Her fupetior Affe&ion for Romeo is alfo 
painted by Sbakefpear in that Speech whereifi 
{he laments his Banifoment, and acknowledges 
it is a greater Misfortune to her than the 
Death of all her Relations would be ; but 
both thele Circumftances theTranflator has in 
common with Bandello : He differs from him 
in making Juliet complain of her Hufoand’s 
Cruelty in killing her Coufin, and Sbakefpear 
has exactly followed that Hint. 

When the Father of Juliet is informed of 
his Daughter’s Sorrow for having offended him 
in refufmg Count Paris for her Hufband, 
Sbakefpear makes him praife the good Friar, by 
whom he fuppofcs all this Alteration was 
brought about, in almoft the fame Words of 
the Tranflator. 

€l Now ’ fore God, this reverend holy Friar, 
Our whole City is much bound to him. 

This is not the firft Benefit we have receiv- 
ed from this holy Man, to whom every Citi- 
zen in this Commonwealth is dearly bound.” 

But in BanieUo the Mother of Juliet Only 
fays, w That in Gratitude for the Friar’s 
fuccefsful Admonitions they ought to make a 

Prefent 
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Prefent to his Monaftery, which was very 
poor.” 

In Bandelhy the Friar, who is fent with the 
Letters to Romeo y is detained at a Monaftery 
in Mantua: The Tranflator makes him be 
flopped at his own Convent in Perona $ which 
laft is followed by Shakefpear . 

There is no Mention made in the Original 
of the Apothecary* of whom Romeo buys the 
Poifon ; there we are only told that he had 
mortal Drugs in his Poileflion, which was 
given him by a Spoletto Mountebank in 
Mantua y long before. 

The Tranflator makes him walk through 
the Streets in Afantua in order to find a Perlon 
that would fell him fuch a Compofltion, and 
accordingly he goes into the Shop of an Apo- 
thecary, whofe Poverty is obfervable from the 
miferable Furniture of it $ and he for a Bribe 
of fifty Ducats furnifhes him with a ftrong 
Poifon. 

SbakefpearYm not only copied this Circum- 
ftance from the Tranflator, but alfo borrowed 
fome Hints from him in his celebrated Defcrip- 
tion of the miferable Shop. 

.Tlnfe few Inftances are fufficient to prove 
that Shakefpear took the Incidents on which 
he has founded his Tragedy of Romeo and Ju- 
liet from the Tranflationj and confequently 
that he did not perufe, becaufe he did not un- 
derftand* the original Italian . 

His Management of the Tomb Scene, and 
the Death of the two Lovers* is entirely co- 
pied from the Tranflator, who differs greatly 
from the Original in thofe Circumltances. 

The 
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The plain and fimple Narration of that melan~ 
choly Event in Bandello is more natural, more 
pathetic, and fitter to excite the Paffions pf 
Pity and Terror, than the Cataftrophe of the 
Tragedy, as managed by Shakefpear> who has 
kept clofe by the T ranflator. 

In Bandello , when Pietro informs his Mafter 
of Juliet's Death, Aftonilhment and Grief for 
fome Moments deprive him of Speech ; reco- 
vering a little, he breaks into Complaints and 
Self-Keproaches ; then, wild with Defpair, he 
flies to his Sword, and endeavours to kill him- 
felf, but being prevented by his Servant, he 
finks into an Excefs of filent Sorrow, and, 
while he weeps, calmly deliberates on tjie 
Means he ihould ufe to die in the Monument 
with Juliet. 

TheTranflator makes Romeo y upon receive- 
ing the fatal News, refolve immediately to 
poifon himfelf ; and for that Purpofe Romeo 
diflembles his Affli&ion, and tells his Servant 
he will go and walk about the Streets oi Man- 
tua to divert himfelf; but his real Defign is to 
procure fome Poifon, which having purchafed 
of a poor Apothecary, he goes immediately to 
Verona. 

Shakefpear has here copied the Tranflator 
exactly, and makes Romeo in the Midi! of 
his Affli&ion for the Death of his Wife, and 
while the horrible Defign of killing himfelf 
was forming in his Mind, give a ludicrous 
Detail of the miferable Furniture of a poor 
Apothecary^ Shop ; a Defcription, however 
beautiful in itfelf, is here fo ill timed, and fo 
inconfiftent with the Condition and Circum- 
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fiances of the Speaker, that we cannot help 
being (hocked at the Abfurdity, though we 
admire the Beauty of the Imagination. 

There appears fo much Contrivance and 
Method in Romeo * s Defign of buying Poifon, 
and going to Verona to drink it in the Monu- 
ment of his Wife, that he might expire near 
her, that we can hardly fuppofe it to be the 
fpontaneous Effect of a fudden and furious 
Tranfport of Grief. In the Original therefore 
we fee him not taking this Refolution till the 
firft violent Sallies of his Sorrow are abated ; 
till after, in a fudden Tranfport of Defpair, 
he had ineffectually endeavoured to fall upon 
his Sword ; but while he forms that fatally re- 
gulated Defign, he is diiloJved in Tears, and 
plunged in a calm and hlent Excefs of Sor- 
row. 

The French Tranflator makes Romeo , when 
he breaks open the Monument where Juliet 
lies, command his Servant to be gone and 
leave him alone, fiercely menacing him with 
Death if he difobeys. 

Shakefpoar does more than imitate him here ; 
for in the Play Romeo injudicioufly adds aRea- 
fon for that Command ; which fo far from 
forcing Obedience, ought rather to have pre- 
vented it. 

<c The Time and my Intents are favage wild ; 
More fierce, and more inexorable far 
Than empty Tygers, or the roaring Sea.” 

Yet Romeoy a few Lines above in the fame 
Speech, condescends to diffemble with his 

Servant 
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Servant as to the Caufe of his going into the 
Monument. 

<c Why I defcend into this Bed of Death, 

Is partly to behold my Lady’s Face j 
But chiefly to take thence from her dead 
Finger 

A precious Ring, a Ring which I mult ufe 
In dear Employment.” 

To pafs by the Abfurdity of thofe Contra- 
dictions, let us only compare this wild and in- 
confiftent Behaviour of Romeo in the Tranfla- 
tion and the Play, with the calm, fedate, yet 
fixed Defpair of Romeo in the Original. 

As foon as he has determined upon the 
Manner of his Death, he writes an affe&ing 
Letter to his Father, in which he relates the 
Hiftory of his Love and Marriage with Juliet- 
ta ; entreats his Pardon for difpofing of him- 
felf without confulting him ; providers hand- 
fiomely for all his Servants, particularly his 
Confident, Pietro ; and earneftly entreats that 
he may be interred in the Monument with 
Juliet, where he goes to die. 

This done, taking the Letter and Poifbn 
with him, he goes to Verona , opens the* Mo- 
nument by the Help of Pietro, and defiring hint 
to watch in the Church-yard left any Perfon 
fhould furprize him, he dcfcends into the 
Vault - 3 there, 2fter tenderly gazing on his 
Wife, and giving lome Moments to the 
Tears and Complaints which that fad ObjeCt 
drew from him, he drinks off the Poifon ; then 
afcending a few Steps, and leaning on the Side 

of 
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of the Monument, he calls his Servant ; tel ■ s 
him what he had doner gives him the Letter 
to his Father ; aflures him he will be well pro- 
vided for, at his dying Requeft ; then taking 
Leave of him, defcends again into the Vault, 
and dafping the Body of his Wife in his 
Arms, calls out to Pietro to clofe the Monu- 
ment upon him, and leave him to expire. 

There is fomething extremely affe&ing in 
this determined, yet calm, and (if the Ex- 
preflion may be permitted) gentle Defpair of 
Romeo* in the Original : His defiring to have 
the Monument clofed upon him, while he is 
yet alive, that he may expire in the Arms of 
his beloved Juliet , is alfo beautifully pathetic, 
and confiftent with that violent Paflion he had 
for her when living. 

Romeo* in the French and Englijh Tranfla- 
flations, dies before Juliet awakes, and the 
Friar and Peter enters the Monument the fame 
Moment that he expires ; then Juliet awaking, 
they prefs her to leave the Monument, but fhe 
refufing, and they both being alarmed at the 
Approach offome Soldiers, cowardly run away, 
and Juliet , left alone, ftabs herfelf with a Dag- 
ger. 

Sbakefpear has copied all thefe Circumftan- 
ces from the Tranflator. Romeo dies in the 
Play before Juliet awakes ; the Friar fearing 
to be difcovered by the Watch, as he calls it, 
but there is no fuch Eftablifhment in any of 
the Cities of Italy , prefles her to leave the 
Monument* fhe refufes $ he runs away • and 
(he ftabs herfelf with Romeo's Dagger. 

In Bandello , while the dying Hufband is 
holding her lifelefs Body, as he fuppofes, in his 
Vol.L F Arms, 
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Arms, and Ihedding his laft T ears . for her 
Death, the awakes ; Ihe opens her Eyes, gazes 
on him, and entreats him to carry her out of 
the Monument. 

Romeo is for fome Moments loft in a Tran- 
fport of Surprize and Joy to fee her alive, 
but reflecting that he is poifoned, that he mull 
Ihortly die and leave her, his Agonies return 
with double Force: How pathetically does he 
complain of his miferable Deftiny ! With 
what tender Extafy does he congratulate her 
Return to Life ! With what afFeding Sorrow 
lament his approaching Death, which mull 
tear him from her ! nor is the Aftonilhment, 
the Grief, and wild Defpair of the wretched 
'Juliet lets beautifully imagined. 

The Speech of Romeo to the dead Body of 
Ttlbald is very moving, and expreffive of the 
Gentlenefs and Candour of his Difpofition : 
His finking from the Arms of his Wife when 
the Poifon begins to exert all its Force; his 
falling extended at her Feet ; gazing on her 
with a Look that feemed at once to give and 
alk Companion ; and gafping out “ Alas ! 
my Love, I die,” is pathetic to the laft De- 
gree. 

The Friar the fame Moment arrives at the 
Monument; Juliet hearing his Voice, paffion- 
ately upbraids him with not fending to Romeo ; 
he juftifics himfelf; defeends into the Vault, 
and beholding Romeo extended almoft lifelefs on 
the Earth, breaks into an Exclamation of Sur- 
prize and Grief. Romeo then opening his 
Eyes for the laft Time, recommends Juliet to 

his 
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his Care, and aiking Pardon of Heaven for his 
Offence, expires. 

The tender Expoftulatictas of the Friar with 
Juliet after Romeo dies ; her gloomy Silence; 
ner fixed Defpair; and laftly, her Death, oc- 
cafioned by the Violence of her ftifled Grief, 
are Circumftances truly tragical, and wrought 
up with all the Force of a poetic Imagi- 
nation. 

Had Shakefpear ever feen the Italian Author, 
thefe ftriking Beauties would not have efcaped 
him ; and, if by copying the Tranflation only, 
he has given us a very affe&ing Tragedy, 
what might we not have expefted, had he 
drawn his Hints from the beautiful Original. 

How little Shakefpear owed to his own In- 
vention in his Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet^ 
may be feen by comparing that Play with the 
foregoing Novel: What Variations he has 
made, he was led into by copying from the 
French Tranflation, or perhaps from the En- 
glijh one, in the Palace of • Pleafure^ which is 
literal from the French \ and fince it is pretty 
clear he did not underftand the Italian , it is 
probable he took many more of his Plots from 
that Book, in which a great Number of the 
Italian Novels are tranflated; fome from 
French Tranflations; as Romeo and Juliet , and 
others from the original Authors. 

There is not one Incident of Sbakefpear* s 
Invention in his Play of Romeo and Juliet , ex- 
cept the Death of Paris by Romeo : This 
Character might have been very well fpared in 
the Drama ; his Appearance is of little Ufe, 
and his Death of ftill lefs, except to divert 
F 2 our 
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our Companion from the two principal Perfons 
in the Play, whofe Deaths make up the Ca- 
taftrophe of the Tragedy. 

Paris feems only introduced to fall by the 
Hands of Romeo ; and why mull our Com- 
panion of the unfortunate 'Romeo be fufpended 
by the undeferved Fate of Paris ? What Ne- 
ceflity is there for making Romeo , Wi.o is all 
along reprefented as an amiable and virtuous 
Charadler, imbrue his Hands in the Blood of 
an innocent Youth, (whofe Death is of no 
Confequence) juft before he expires i 

This Incident, however, is die only one of 
the Poet’s Invention throughout the Play: 
The Fable and all the Characters, except Mer - 
cutio were formed to his Hands. 

Mr. Pope? in his Preface to his Edition of 
Sbakefpear’s Plays, tells us, that 44 Sbakefpear ’s 
Chara&ers are Nature herfelf ; and that it is a 
Sort of Injury to call them by fo diftant a 
Name as Copies of her.” 

It is certain, that all the Charaders in Ro - 
meoy excepting, as I (aid before, Mercutio’s , 
are exa£t Copies of thofe in the Novelift ; and 
iince he copied them from theTranflator, and 
not the Original, in this Inftance Mr. Pope’s 
Obfervation of other Authors, may be applied 
to Sbakefpear> that 44 His Picture, like a 
mock Rainbow, is but a Reflexion of a Re- 
flexion.” 


Tbe 
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I CXI 




‘The feventh Novel of the third De- 
cad of the Hecatomythi of Giraldi 
Cinthio. 


N V mice there was a Moor^ who 
foi* his extraordinary Valour* 
and the many Proofs he had 
given of his confummate Pru- 
dence and fuperior Genius for 
War* was extremely dear to 
that Republic* which* more than any other* 
delighted in rewarding great and virtuous Ac- 
tions. 

A Venetian Lady of wonderful Beauty, 
named Difdemona , not fubdued by the irregu- 
lar Sallies of a female Appetite, but If ruck with 
the great Qualities and noble Virtues of the 
Moor became violently enamoured of him ; 
and he, no lefs charmed with the Greatnefs of 
her Mind, than with the extreme Beauty of 
her Perfon, burnt in the molt ardent Flames 
for her. 

Fortune fo far favoured, their mutual Paf- 
Hon, that, notwithftanding. the united Endea- 
F 3 vours> 
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vours of all the Lady’s Kindred to prevent it, 
they found Means to get their Marriage fo- 
lemnized $ and during their Abode in Venice 
they lived together in the grcateft Harmony 
and Tranquility imaginable. 

It happened, that the Senate of Venice re- 
called their Forces which were at Cyprus , and 
gave the Command of thofe which were to be 
fent thither in their ftead to the Moor . 

This Dignity was never conferred upon any 
but Perfons of unqueftionable Courage and 
Fidelity. 

The Moor therefore, confidering this Com- 
mand as a Reward for that Valour he had 
fliewn in the Service of the Republic, received 
it with great Joy ; but when he refle&ed on 
the Length and Danger of the Voyage, the 
Neceflity there feemed of leaving Dtjdemona 
behind him filled him with inconceivable Con- 
cern. 

Difdemonay whofe Felicity wholly centered 
in the Moor y was tranfported to find the Se- 
nate, by the public Dignity they beftowed on 
him, had given a San&ion to her Choice ; and 
having refolved to accompany her Hufband in 
fo honourable an Expedition, waited for the 
Time of their Departure with the utmoft Im- 
patience. 

The fecret Grief which prey’d on the 
Heart of the Moor y beginning, as the Time 
of parting approached nearer, to fpread a 
Gloom on his Countenance, and give an Air 
of Reftraint to his Behaviour ; Di]aemona y ex- 
tremely alarmed, entreated him to tell her the 
Caufe of that Change Ihe obferved in him: 

What 


Digitized by CjOOQie 



SbakeJPear Ittuft rated. 103 

u What is the Reafon, faid (he, that I fee you 
melancholy and dejefled at a Time when the 
Honours you have received from the Senate 
give you moft Rcafon to rejoice ?” 

44 The Excefs of my Love for you, replied 
the Moor, fighing, prevents me from enjoying 
thofe Honours as I ought ; fince they force me 
to the fad Neceffity of fuffering one or other of 
two Things, both equally infupportable ; for 
either I muft expofe you to the Dangers of the 
Sea, by taking you with me to Cyprus , or clfe 
leave you behind me at Venice : The firft can- 
not but be a moft heavy Misfortune to me, 
fince every Fatigue you will fuffer, every 
Danger you areexpofed to, will bring me the 
extremeft Affliction ; and as for the lecond, 
parting with you is more terrible than parting 
with my Life.” 

44 Ah ! my deareft Hufband, faid Difdemona, 
what Thoughts are thefe which you have fuf- 
fered to affli& you ? Did you imagine I would 
confent to a Separation from you ? How 
could you wrong my Love fo much ? That 
Love, which, to be with you, would impel me 
to pafs even through Flames 5 well may I then 
refolve to accompany you to Sea, in a fecure 
and well mann’d Ship : If there are Dangers 
and Fatigues to be endured, you (hall not en- 
dure them alone : I will fhare your Fortune 
whatever it be, and nothing but Death (hall di- 
vide me from you.” 

The Moor, in a Tranfport of grateful 
Tendernefs, throwing his Arms round her 
Neck,and prefflng her to his Bofom, cried out, 
w Heaven long preferve you, my moft dear, 

F ^ 
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my lovely Wife, in thef« affectionate Send- 
snents for me.” 

Some little Time after, the neceflary Pre- 
parations for their Voyage being ready, the 
Moor, with Dijdtmona and their Attendants, 
entered a Galley, and fet fail for Cyprus j whi- 
ther, after a pleafant and eafy Voyage, they 
arrived, together with all the forces under the 
Moor 9 s Command. 

Among the Officers in thefe Troops was 
a Lieutenant, very dear to the Moor : Nature 
had given him a moil beautiful and graceful 
Perfon, but a Mind replete with all Manner of 
Wicked nefs ; however, he knew fo well how 
to conceal his vicious Inclinations under an ap- 
parent generous and noble Behaviour, that his 
Hypocrify, affifled by the Specioulhefs of his 
Form, procured him the Efteem and ^riendr 
of all his Companions. 

The Moor , who had conceived a particular 
Friendfhip for him, took great Pleafure in his 
Convention, and invited him frequently to 
his Houfe, and Difdemona , fond of every Oc- 
cafion of gratifying the Humour of her Huf- 
band, treated him with equal Civility. 

The Lieutenant had married a young Wo- 
man at Venice , whom he brought with him to 
Cyprus i Difdemona , fond of this Woman, 
becaufe (he was an Italian , and alfb an agree- 
able Companion, went often to her Houfe, 
and palled great Part of the Day with her. 

The villainous Lieutenant having, by thefe 
Means, frequent Opportunities of feeing Dif- 
demona > became violently enamoured of her ; 
and neither reftrained by the Fidelity he owed 

bis 
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his Wife, or the Refpeft and Gratitude due 
to his Friend and Commander, refolved to ufe 
his utmoft Endeavours to gratify his infamous 
Paffion. 

Well knowing that Death would be the 
Confequence of his prefumptuous Attempt if 
it came to the Knowledge of the Moor^ he 
durft not difcover his Flame to Dtfdimma 
any other Way than by Sighs and paflionate 
Glances, hoping in Time to infpire her with 
Defires like his own. 

But the Lady, whole Thoughts were wholly 
engroffed by the Moor* took fo little Notice of 
thofe filent Addrefles, that her Indifference 
perfuading him fome other Lover poileffed her 
Heart, Rage, Jealoufy and Defpair produced 
the Effe&s of the moft violent Hatred, and he 
refolved to be revenged both on her and the 
Lover (he favoured. 

A young Gentleman, who was Captain of 
a Troop at Cyprus , and greatly beloved by 
the Moor , was fufpe£ted by the Lieutenant to 
be the happy Rival who enjoyed the Affeft ions 
of Difdimona ; his Death therefore he deter* 
mined to procure \ and by accufing the Lady 
to the Moor of Adultery, prevent any other 
from pofleffing her, fince he could not. 

His Defign thus laid, he waited only for 
fome favourable Opportunity to put it in Exe- 
cution ; the Moor * s paflionate Affe&ion for his 
Wife, and the great Affe&ion which fubfifted 
between him and the young Captain, making 
the Villain apprehend his Enteiprize would be 
very hazardous and doubtful. 

F 5 Fortune? 
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Fortune however affifted his wicked Inten- 
tions, and when he leaft expe&ed it afforded 
him the Means of effecting them. 

The Captain happening indifcreetly to draw 
his Sword upon a Soldier and wounding him, 
the Moor was fo much offended that he de- 
prived him of his Command. 

Defdemona> who only regarded this young 
Gentleman becaufe he was beloved of her 
Hulband, was greatly concerned that he had 
fallen under his Difpleafure, and often folici- 
ted for his Pardon. 

<c I am fo prefTed, faid the Moor one Day 
to the Lieutenant, with my Wife’s Entreaties 
in Favour of the Captain, that I believe I muft 
comply with her Defire, and pardon him.” 

<* She has Reafon, faid the Villain, feizing 
this Occafion to execute his Scheme, that fhe 
may fee him as ufoa!.” 

M What is it you fay f 9 replied the Moor 
haftily. 

u Do not inlift upon my fpeaking plainer, 
refumed the Lieutenant : Far be it from me to 
fow the Seeds of Dilcord between Man and 
Wife ; yet methinks if you would open your 
Eyes, lome Things would not efcapc your 
Obfervation.” 

The Moor y rouzed to Attention by thefe 
Words, and greatly difturbed at the latent 
Meaning of them, eameftly entreated the 
Lieutenant to explain himfelf more clearly % 
but the artful Villain ablolutely refufed j and 
though the Moor ufed his utmoft Endeavours 
to perfuade him to give him the Satisfaction 
he defired, yet he periifted in an obftinate De- 
nial : 
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nial : Neverthelfs, the Hints he had thrown 
out fixed a thoufand Stings in the Breaft of the 
wretched Hufband 5 he ruminated Night and 
Day on the Purport of thofe fatal Words, and 
the more he receded on them, the more 
his Difquiet encreafed. 

Difdemma , ignorant of the Caufe of his 
Melancholy, did not negledfc to folicit ftill for 
the Captain $ — 44 Why, laid (he to him one 
Day, will you fufFer a fmall Fault to cancel 
the Friendfhtp which has fubfifted fo many 
Years between the Captain and you ? Muft all 
his Services and long- experienced Fidelity be 
wholly forgot for the Sake of one inconiide- 
rate A&ion ? The Soldier he wounded is no 
longer at Enmity with him ; they are recon- 
ciled ; and why fhould you continue inexo- 
rable?” 

The Moor* no longer able to fupprefs the 
Emotions with which his Heart had been long 
agitated, replied in a Rage. 

44 It is ftrange, Dtfdemona , it is very flrange, 
that you fhould be fo extremely concerned 
about this Man ; if he was your Brother, or 
fome other Relation, his Interefts could not 
be dearer to you.” 

The Lady anfwered in a foft and humble 
Accent : 44 Heaven forbid, my Lord, that I 
ihould incur your Difpleafure by foliciting for 
the Captain’s Pardon, to which nothinghas in- 
duced me but the Concern I am under to fee 
you deprived of fo good a Friend^ a Friend 
whofe Fidelity you have fo often praifed to me j 
the Fault he has committed is not great enough 
to merit your Hatred > but you Moors are by 
F 6 Nature 
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Nature fo furious, that every little Thing moves 
you to Anger, and a Defire of Revenge.” 

“ And that, anfwered the Moor (exceflively 
enraged at her Words) ome Perfons, who 
little think of it, {hail prove ; yes, they (hall 
fee me take a fevere Vengeance for the Injuries 
I have fuffered • and then, and not till then, 
{hall I be fatisfied.” 

Difdtmona , full of Fear and Wonder at 
thefe ungentle Words, and unaccuftomed 
Rage cf her Hufband, trembling and pale, re-? 
plied, 44 Although my only Inducement to 
plead for the Captain was the Confideration 
of your Eafe and Satisfa&ion, yet fincc my 
Solicitations are difpleafing to you, I will ner 
ver more fpeak to you on this Subje£L” 

To this humble and fubmiffive Anfwer the 
Moor made no Reply; but comparing his 
Wife’s earned Entreaties for the Captain with 
the Lieutenant’s Infinuations, a thoufand black 
Sufpicions rofe in his Mind, tortured with 
Doubts of her Fidelity, and wiihing, yet 
dreading, to.be freed, from ,his diftra&ing Sufr 
pence. 

He quitted her with<a gloomy Silence, and 
{ending for the Lieutenant, renewed his Ea- 
treaties, that he would fpeak more openly con-^ 
cerning his Wife and the Captain*. 

The Villainy who had refolved to effeft the 
Ruin of thefe two Innocents, after long refift* 
ing the Moora Solicitations, as if unwilling to 
give him Pain, feigning at faff ta he overcome 
by his repeated Prayers, &i<^ * 1 cannot deny, 
my Lord, but that my extreme Reluftance 
to give you Uneafinds has prevented me thus 
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long from telling you what mu(f afBift you 
more than any other ; but frnce you command, 
me to (peak plain, the Regard I have for your 
Honour as my Friend, and the Duty I owe 
you as my General, will not permit me to 
difobey you : Know then, that your black 
Colour is become diftaftcful to your Wife y 
ihe is paffionately in love with the Captain, 
and her Impatience at finding herfelf deprived 
of the Pleafure Ihe took in his Company, is 
the Caufe of her continual Solicitations for 
his Pardon, that (he may converfc with him as 
ufual.” 

Thefe Words gave mortal Agonies to the 
Soul of the wretched Moor ; and though he 
was but too well convinced of the Truth of 
them, yet, dillembling his Conviction in or- 
der to try him further, w I know not, faid he, 
with a furious Countenance, why thou haft 
dared to load my Wife with thefe infamous 
Aiperfions l 99 

<c This Rage, replied the Lieutenant, is 
the Reward I expeded for my friendly Ihfor* 
mation ; but fincemy Dhty, and the Defire 
of preferving your Honour, has carried me 
this Length, I will not now go back : What 
1 have told you is but too certain ; and if your 
Wife, with a counterfeited Tendernefs, has 
fo blinded your Eyes, that you will not fee 
your Dilhoftour, there is no Reafon why I 
fihould not declare the Truth to you: The 
Captain himfelf has owned to me the Favours 
he has received from her ; not fatisfied with 
pofleffing her in Secret, he muft have a Con- 
fident in hU Happinefs } but had loot been 
1 afraid 
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afraid of your Refen tment, I would that Mo- 
ment have rewarded his prefumptuous Confef- 
fion with the Death he merited.” 

The Moor y racked with unutterable Pangs* 
cried out, 44 Give me the Means of feeing 
with my own Eyes the Truth of what you 
have faid, or elfe be fure I will make thee 
wilh thou hadft been dumb*” 

44 It would have been eafy to do this, re- 
plied the Villain, while the Captain and you 
continued in Friendfhip, and he had free Ac- 
cefs to Difdemona'y but now 'that you have 
Duniihed him for a flightFault, rnftead of taking 
Vengeance for an irreparable Injury, it will 
be difficult to fatisfy you ; but though I am 
perfuaded that he enjoys Difdemona , whenever 
you give him an Opportunity, yet, it is cer- 
tain, fince he is in Difgrace with you, he is 
obliged to a& more cautioufly than before* 
when, through your Friendfhip for him, he 
came to your Houfe every Day ; however* 
added he, taking Leave of him, I do not des- 
pair of being able foon to give you an Oppor- 
tunity of feeing what you will not believe 
without it.” 

The unhappy Moor then returned to hia 
Houfe, carrying a poifoned Arrow in his 
Breaft, and impatiently waited for the Day 
in which the Lieutenant was to prove the 
Truth of what he had told him, and confirm 
him in eternal Mifery. 

Nor was the Villain bimfelf wholly at eafe* 
when reflecting on the known Chaftity of 
Difdnnona> he was fenfible he could not give 

the 
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the Moor fuch a convincing Proof of her Dif- 
loyalty as he demanded. 

After long deliberating with himfelf on the 
Methods by which he might beft execute the 
horrid Scheme he had begun, he at laft thought 
upon a Stratagem which Teemed to promife 
Succefs. 

Defdemonaj as has been already faid, went 
often to vifit the Lieutenant’s Wife $ the Vil- 
lain, when (he was one Day at his Houfe, 
obferved a Handkerchief at her Girdle, finely 
wrought in Morefeo Work, which, becaufe it 
was prefented her by the Moor when he mar- 
ried her, (he had a particular Value for it ; it 
being alfb highly prized by the Moor himfelf : 
This Handkerchief the Lieutenant determined 
to deal, and with it accompliih her abfolute 
Ruin. 

Difdemona being extremely fond of a little 
Child of his, about three Years of Age, he 
took her in his Arms and carried her to the 
Lady, who receiving her from him, killed her 
feveral Times, and preffed her dofe to her 
Breaft. 

The Villain, in the mean while, drew her 
Handkerchief gently from her Girdle, and 
concealing it in his Pocket, went away trans- 
ported with Joy at his good Succefi. 

Difdemona , wholly ignorant of her Lois, 
returned to her Houle, and did not mifs her 
Handkerchief till fome Time after, when hap* 
pening to have Occafion for it, and not being 
able, after diligent Search, to find it, (he con* 
eluded it loft $ and remained extremely terri- 
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fled left the Moor fhould afk for it, as he often* 

did* 

The Lieutenant, who bad all this while 
been watching for an Opportunity to difpofe 
of it where it might produce the Mifchief he 
had proje&ed, found Means at laft to leave it 
on the Captain’s Bed, whom he vifited one 
Morning; before he was up for thatPurpofe. 

The Captain riling foon after he went away, 
the Handkerchief fell upon, the Floor, and he 
finding fomething under his Feet, ftooped to 
take it up, and feeing the Handkerchief, knew 
it to be Difdemona*s r but was not able to imar 
gine how it came there ; refolving however to 
return it to her, he put it in his Pocket, and 
going out, was informed that the Moor was 
not at home y taking this Opportunity therefore 
to deliver it, he went to a back Door, and 
knocked foftly ; Fortune, as it ihould feem, 
confpiring with the cruel Lieutenant to ruin 
the innocent Difdemona , brought the. Moor 
back juft in that Moment, who, hearing fomer- 
body knock in that cautious Manner, full of 
tormenting Diftruft, he ran to a Window, 
and opening it, enquired in a furly Accent, 
who was there ? 

The Captain, hearing the Moor’s Voice, 
and fearing that he intended to do him a Mif- 
chief, ran away without, fpeaking a Word. 

The Moot • ran eagerly down Stairs, and 
rulhed into the Street to leek him, but he was 
already out of Sight; then returning full of 
Rage and Grief, he went to his Wife’s Apart- 
ment, and afked her if (he knew who it was 
that had knocked below ? 

The 
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The Lady replied, “ that fhe could not tell 
who it was which indeed was true* 

“ I think, laid the Moor, it feemed to be 
the Captain.” 

c< I know not, replied Difdemona , whether 
ft was him or any other.” 

The Moor fuppoiing (he did not anfwer 
him truly, with Difficulty reftrained his Rage 
from breaking into Reproaches and Menaces ; 
but refolving to a St nothing againft her till 
he had consulted his wicked Confidant 5 and 
to prevent her difeovering his Diforder, left 
her fuddenly, and went to the Lieutenant, 
to whom he related what had happened, en- 
treating him to go to the Captain and endea- 
vour to make fome more Difcoveries* 

The Villain, fecretly exulting at this Acci- 
dent, promifed him to do as he required ; and 
placing the Moor, where unfeen himfelf, he 
might fee diem together, though not hear 
their Difcourfe, he artfully contrived to bring 
the Captain near die Place, and began to talc 
with him on indifferent Things, tiling at the 
fame Time fuch Geftures with his Head and 
Hands, a3 perfuaded the Moor they were talk- 
ing about Difdemona , and making a Jeft of his 
Diflionour and her Incontinence. 

When they parted, the Moor eagerly quitted 
his Concealment, and came to the Lieutenant 
to know what they had been faying* 

The fubde Villain, fuffering himfelf to be 
long entreated before he would difeover what 
he had heard, at length confeffed, that the 
Captain told him, <c he had often enioyed Dif- 
demona, when, by his being abroad, they had 

an 
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an Opportunity to meet ; and added, that the 
Captain had told him alfo, that the laft Time 
he was with Difdemona , (he gave him that 
Handkerchief which he had prefented her the 
Day of their Marriage,” 

The Moor thanked the Lieutenant for this 
Intelligence, and told him, “ that he would 
afk Difdemona for that Handkerchief, and if 
(he could not produce it, he (hould be con- 
vinced all that he had told him concerning 
her Infidelity was true.” 

Accordingly, one Day after Dinner, dif- 
courfing freely with Difdemona on indifferent 
Things, he took Occafion to fpeak of the 
Handkerchief, and afked to fee it. 

The Lady, who had long dreaded this De- 
mand, blumed exceflively, and thinking to 
conceal her Confufion, which was well ob- 
ferved by the Moor y rofe and pretended to feek 
for it ; and after (he had employed herfelf in 
this Manner fome time, “ I cannot find it, faid 
fhe (returning to her Hufcand) perhaps yon 
have it yourfelf.” 

“ Is it probable, replied he, that I would 
defire you to give it me if I had it in my Pof- 
feffion j however, look for it no more at pre-» 
fent; you will find it perhaps fome other 
Time.” 

Then leaving the Room, he began to con- 
(ider in what Manner he (hould murder his 
Wife and the Captain without bringing on 
himfelf the Sufpicion of being the Author of 
their Deaths. 

Thefe gloomy Thoughts employing him 
Night and Day, Difdemona , who perceived 

his 
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his Behaviour to her much altered, often en- 
deavoured to difeover the Caufe. 

“ What ails you, my Lord, faid (he to him- 
many Times ? Why do I behold you always 
difturbed and uneafy ? You who ufed to be 
the gayeft Man in the World, are now become 
the moft peeviih and melancholy.” 

The Moor , continuing todillcmble his Re- 
fentment, returned her evafive Anfwers, with 
which (he was but ill fatisfted ; confcious (he 
had given him no Caufe for treating her un- 
kindly, (he concluded Pofleilion had abated 
his Flame, and Difgull had fucceeded to his 
once violent PafEon for her ; full of thefe me- 
lancholy Apprehenfions, (he went to the Lieu- 
tenant’s Houfe, in order to unburthen her 
Heart to his Wife, with whom (he lived in 
great Familiarity. 

€< Alas ! faid (he, weeping, as foon as (he 
faw her, I know not what to think of my 
Lord ; ne, who was once aii Love anu Ten- 
dernefs towards me,* is become fo altered with- 
in thefe few Days, that I am perfuaded he no 
longer loves me; and I fear I (hall prove a 
fad Example to all young Ladies who prefume 
to marry againft the Confents of their Parents 5 
and a Warning to the Italian Women never 
to join themfelves to Men, between whom and 
them Nature and Heaven have placed fuch 
wide Diftin&ions. — I know, added (he, figh- 
ing, that my Lord is fond of your Hufband* 
and communicates to him all his Affairs ; if 
through him then you are acouainted with 
the Caufe of the Moor*% unaccuitomed Cold- 

nefi 
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nets to me, I entreat you to let me know it, and 
do not refufe me your Aififtance in this Di- 
ftrels 1” 

The Lieutenant’s Wife was indeed well ac- 
quainted with the whole Affair ; her Hufband 
having often preffed her to join with him in 
his cruel Schemes againft the innocent Difde- 
nend\ but though me never would confent to 
the being accellary to her Ruin, yet, dreading 
her Hufband’s Refentment if fhe betrayed hi* 
Secret, fhe only replied, “ I advife you. 
Madam, to beware of giving the General any 
Sufpicions of your Fidelity, and let it beyour' 
continual Study to perfuade him of your Trurh 
and AffedHon.” 

“ All this I do, replied the weeping Dif- 
demona , but all is in vain.” 

In the mean time the Meor % reftlefs, unre- 
folved, andfeeking Occafion to be convinced 
of what he wifhed not to know, entreated the 
Lieutenant to contrive it fo, that he might fed 
Dt f demotin' s Handkerchief in the Captain’s 
Hands. 

This, although the Villain thought very dif- 
ficult, yet he promifed to perform, and watched 
aU Opportunities of keeping his Word. 

The Captain had a Woman in the Houfe. 
who was very fkilful in Works of Embroi- 
dery ; fhe having feen D'tf demand's Handker- 
chief, and undemanding that it was to be re- 
turned to her, refolved to work one like it. 

The Lieutenant being informed of this* 
and one Day knowing that Woman was feated 
at a Window working, with the fatal Hand- 
kerchief before her for a Pattern, he carried the 

Mens! 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 



Sbakefpear Blufirated. 117 

Moor through the Street, who perceiving his 
Wife's Handkerchief in that Woman's Pot 
feflion, had no longer any Doubt of her Infi- 
delity, and took a firm Refolution to murder 
her and the nolefs injured Captain. 

Conferring therefore with the Lieutenant 
upon the Means of executing his horrid Pur- 
pofe, he earneftly entreated him to undertake 
to murder the Captain, alluring him that he 
would never forget the Obligation. 

The Lieutenant excufmg himfelf from 
complying, as well for the Wickednefs of the 
Deed, as for the great Danger in attempting 
it, the Captain being a very brave and coura- 
gious Man; the Moor added to his Entreaties 
the Prefent of a large Sum of Money, which 
at laft fixed him in a Refolution to obey him. 

-The Lieutenant had not waited longfor an 
Opportunity of executing his impious Defign, 
before Fortune prefen ted him with a very fa- 
vourable one. 

The Captain coming late one Night out of 
the Houfe of a Courtezan, whom he kept, 
the Lieutenant, who was watching for him, 
rufhed fuddcnly, and with one Stroke of a 
Scymetar cut ofF his Leg. 

The unhappy Captain fell to the Ground, and 
the Lieutenant upon him, who fought to finifli 
the Murder; wounded as he was, howeve., 
he drew his Sword, and endeavoured to defend 
himfelf, crying out aloud for Help. 

Some Soldiers who were quartered near the 
Place, came running to his Afliftance ; fo that 
the Lieutenant, fearing to be difeovered, left 
him and ran away ; yet he did not go far, but 

taking 
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taking a little Compafs, joined fome other 
Performs, who, drawn by the Captain’s Cries, 
were haftening to him, and mixing among the 
Crowd who were about him, he law that hit 
Leg was cut off, and did not doubt but he 
would die of the Wound ; neverthelefs, con- 
cealing his inward Joy at his Succcfs, under 
an Appearance of great Concern for the Cap- 
tain’s Misfortune, he lamented it as if it had 
happened to his Brother. 

In the Morning fche News of this Accident 
was fpread all over the City, and coming to 
the Knowledge of Difdemona , flie, who was 
naturally tender and compaflionate, exprefled 
great Sorrow for it. 

The Moor y diftra&cd with Rage at this 
Confirmation (as he thought it) of her Af- 
feftion for the Captain, went haftily to his 
wicked Confidant: — “ Doft thou know, laid 
he, trembling with Fury, that my Wife is in 
fuch Grief for the Captain’s Misfortune, that 
ftie is almoft diftra&cd r” 

“ How can it be otherwife, replied the Lieu- 
tenant, when he Is her Soul.” 

“ Her Soul, repeated the furious Mo:r y Ah 
I will tear her Soul from her Body ! — I fhould 
be unworthy the Name of a Man if I fuffered 
fuch a Wretch to live.” 

Then confulting together how they fhould 
difpatch her, whether by Poifon, or a Dag- 
ger, the Lieutenant paufing, faid, “ I have 
thought of a Method by which you may kill 
her, without giving Suipicion to any one that 
you had any Hand in her Death, and this it 
is : The Houfe in which you live is very old, 

and 
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and the Cieling of your Chamber has many 
Cracks in it ; , tis my Advice that we fhould 
beat Difdemona with a Bag of Sand till fhe 
dies, that no Mark of Violence may appear 
on her Body ; when (he is dead we will throw 
down Part of a rotten Beam from the Cieling, 
and having broke her Scull, pretend fhe was 
killed by the Fall of the Beam as file lay in 
Bed. 

This cruel Contrivance pleafed the Moor 
extremely, and having agreed to execute it 
the following Night, he found Means fe- 
cretly to convey the Lieutenant into a Clofet 
within the Bed-Chamber. 

The unhappy Difdemona retired at her ufual 
Hour to Bed, and the Moor with her; they 
had not lain long before the Lieutenant mak- 
ing fome little ruftling in the Clofet, the Moor 
alked his Wife if (he heard any Noife f 

She anfwering in the affirmative, rife then, 
faid the Moor , and fee what it is ? 

The Lady got up immediately, and theLieu- 
tenant that Moment rufhing out of the Clofet, 

f aveherafuriousBlow with a Bag of Sand on her 
lack; the wretched Difdemona fell on theFloor 
almoft breathlefs, yet faintly calling her Huf- 
band to help her, he throwing himfelf out of 
the Bed, replied, infamous Woman, thou 
now received the Reward of thy Unchaftity, 
thus ought all Adultereffcs to be treated, who 
deluding their Hufbands with a feigned Affec- 
tion, load them with Shame and Grief. 

The wretched Lady hearing thefe Words, 
and feeling herfelf near her End, by another 
Blow which the cruel Lieutenant had given 

her. 
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her, fighed out with a broken and interrupted 
Voice— Since Juftice has been denied me in 
this World, Oh, let the Divine Juftice bear 
Witnefs to my Innocence, and receive my 
Soul to Mercy. 

The remorfelefs Villain, unmoved with 
this pathetic Exclamation, ftriking her a 
third Time with all his Force, (he expired 
immediately. 

When they were convinced fhe was dead, 
the Lieutenant took her off the Floor, and 
crafhing her Scull laid her in the Bed, then 
with the Moor’s Afliftance, broke down Part 
of a Beam, and placed it fo as to give it an Ap- 
pearance of having fallen upon her Head. 

The Lieutenant then went cautioufly out of 
the Houfe ; and the Moor with loud Cries, began 
to call for Help, faying the Houfe was tum- 
bling down ; the Servants and Neighbours ran 
in to his Afliftance, and fome of them ap* 
proaching the Bed, found Difdemona within 
it dead, and, as they fuppofed, murdered by 
the Fall of the Beam. 

This piteous Spe&acle drew Tears and 
Complaints from all who beheld it, and the 
next Day the Corpfe of the injured Lady was 
buried, amidft the univerfal Grief of all the 
Inhabitants of Cyprus , to whom her Virtues 
had rendered her extremely dear. 

The Manner of her Death not being fufpeft- 
edby any one, the villainous Perpetrators of it 
thought themfelves absolutely fecure, but the 
Almighty Juftice would not long permit fuch 
a Crime to remain unpunished. 

The 
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The Moor y who had loved the unhappy 
Lady with theutmoft Excefs of Paflion, find- 
ing nimfelf deprived of her for ever, and not 
able to endure the Lofs, his whole Soul was 
filled with the moft torturing Anguifh, and 
in the Frenzy of his Grief, he would fearch 
for her in every Apartment of the Houfe, and 
call iitceffantly on her Name ; then reflecting, 
that by the Lieutenant’s Accufations he had 
loft this beloved Wife for ever, and with her 
all the Comfort and Happinefs of his Life, he 
conceived fo violent a Hatred of him, that 
he could not endure to have him in his Sight, 
and had he not feared the inviolable Juftice 
of the Venetian Senate, he would have put 
him to Death ; but not being able to do this, 
without hazarding his own Life, that he 
might in Tome Meafure gratify his Revenge, 
he deprived him of his Poft. 

The Lieutenant enraged as this Treat- 
ment, relolved to efte£t his Ruin ; and for 
that Purpofe went to the Captain,, who was 
now recovered, but with the Lofs of his Leg, 
having been obliged to have a wooden one in 
its ftead u The Time is now come, faid the 
diabolical Villain, in which you may take 
Vengeance on the Man who was the Occafi- 
on of the Lofs of your Leg ; if you will go 
with me to Venice , I will there difeover him 
to you and the Senate, and prove the Truth 
of what I now fay; but here, for many Rea- 
fons, I dare not fpeak plainer.” 

The Captain, who wi(hed for nothing fo 
much as to be revenged on this fecret Enemy, 
thanked the Lieutenant for his Information, 
Vol. I. G and 


Digitized by CjOOQ le 



122 S bake/pear Muft rated. 

and st few Days after they both embarked for 

Venice . 

When they arrived, the Lieutenant told 
him that it was the Moor who had cut off his 
Leg, through % an Opinion that he had dis- 
honoured his Wife, and that for the fame 
Caufe he had alfo murdered her, and made 
it be reported that fhe was killed by the Fall 
of a Beam. 

The Captain hereupon accufed the Moor 
to the Venetian Senate, of having deprived 
him of his Leg, and murdering his Lady, 
producing the Lieutenant for a Witnefi to 
both thefe Fa &s. 

The Lieutenant then related the Manner in 
which it had been executed, adding, that the 
Moor had communicated this whole Scheme to 
him, and offered him great Rewards to aifift 
him in it, which becaufe of the Wickednefs 
©f the Deeds, he had abfolutely refufed. 

The Senate, enraged at the Cruelty which 
had been pra&ifed by a Barbarian upon two 
of their Citizens, fcnt Orders to have the 
Moor arrefted at Cyprus , and brought with a 
flrong Guard to Venice . 

Soon after his Arrival he was publicly tried, 
but per filling in a Denial of the Crimes with 
which he was accufed, he was putto the Tor- 
ture, but fuch was his extream Obflinacy 
and Contempt of Pain, that all the different 
Torments which were inflided on him, were 
not able to force a Confeflion from his Lips. 

He was therefore fent back to Prifon, and 
fome Time after baniflbed from Venice for 
ever, but though he had efcaped Death bv the 

Law, 
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Law, yet the Relations of Difdemna procured 
him to be murdered in the Place to which he 
had retired. 

The Lieutenant returned to his own Coun- 
try, and continuing ftill in his wicked Practi- 
ces, he accufed one of his Companions of 
having offered him a Reward to kill his Ene- 
my ; the Gentleman was feized and racked* 
but he denied the Fa& fb refolutely, and 
fpoke fo much againft his wicked Accufer, 
that he alfo was put to the fame Torture, fo that 
being miferably mangled, he died as they were 
taking him down from the Rack, to carry 
him to his own Houfe. 

The Lieutenant’s Wife,after her Hulband's 
Death, returning to Venice , related all the 
foregoing Particulars to the Senate. And thus 
by the efpecial Providence of God was the 
Death of the innocent Difdemona revenged. 
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Observations on the Ufe Shakefpear has 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Tragedy of 
Othello, or the Moor of Venice. 

T HE LLOy or the Moor of Venice y the 
^ Plot of which is drawn from the foregoing; 
Novel of Giraldi Cinthioy has always been 
efteemed one of the beft of Shakefpear *s Tra- 
gedies. 

*Tis confefled the Fable is more regular* 
the Incidents lefe numerous and clofer connect- 
ed, and the Subject more of a Piece than any 
other of his Plays, except Romeo and Juliet. 

The Fable Shakefpear found already form- 
ed to his Hands* fome few Alterations he has 
made in it, and generally for the better. 

Thus it Hands in the Poet. ~ 

Othelhi wMoor defc ended of Royal Blood* 
eminent for his great Valour,, and the Services 
he had done the Venetians in their Wars* is. 
preferred by the Senate to the Government of 
the Ifland of Cypruty which was threatned 
with an Invafton by the Turks*. 

Othelloy being commanded to go immediate- 
ly to his Government, takes with him, at her 
earned Requeft, his Bride Defdemonay a young 
Lady of great Beauty, Daughter to a Senator 
G3, of 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 



126 Shake fp ear IUuJirated. 

of Venice j who had married him unknown to 
her Father. 

fago 9 Ancient to Othello , being jealous 
that the Moor had had an Intrigue with his 
Wife, and defirous of procuring the Poft of 
Lieutenant for himfelf, which was pofleffed 
by Cajjtoy a young Officer very dear to the 
Moor, to gratify his Revenge and Ambition at 
once, he entertains a Defign of making Othello 
jealous of Defdemona and CaJJto, fo to bring a* 
bout her Death, and the Removal of Cajfto* 

To effcft this, by various Arts he raifes 
Sufpicions in the Mind of Othello , and to Con- 
firm them prevails on his Wife, who attend- 
ed Defdemona^ to Real a Handerchief which 
the Moor had given her. 

This Handkerchief he drops in CaJJto'% 
Apartment, and Othello accidentally feeing it 
in his Hand, is convinced of his Wife’s In- 
fidelity, orders logo to kill his Rival, promiling 
to make him his Lieutenant in his ftead, and 
himfelf fmothers Defdemona in her Bed. 

Caffio efcapes only with a flight Wound* 

Emilia , the Wife of Iago 9 finding her Mif- 
trefs murdered, and hearing Othello declare 
he had killed her through her Hufband’s In- 
formations that £be had wronged him with 
Cafftoy in whole Pofleffion he had feen the 
Handkerchief he had given her; fhe con- 
fefles flie had ftolen the Handkerchief at her 
Hulband’s Requeft. 

IagOj finding himfelf difcovered, ftabs his 
Wife, and in Part confefies his Villany. 

Othello , in Defpair, falls upon his Sword 
and dies, and thePunifhment of Iago is left to 

CaJJioy 
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Cajfio, who before Othello's Death was or- 
dered'by the Senate to take upon him the Go- 
vernment of Cyprus . 

In Cinthio the Moor is mentioned without 
any Mark of Diftin&ion ; Shakefpear makes 
him defcended from a Race of Kings, his 
Perfon is therefore made more confiderable in 
the Phy than in the Novel, and the Dignity 
which the Venetian Senate bellows upon him 
is lefs to be wondered at. 

In the Play, CaJftOf the Perfon of whom 
Othello is jealous, is reprefented to be a young 
amiable Officer, remarkable for the Agreeable- 
nefs of his Perfon, and the Sweetnefs of his 
Manners, and therefore likely enough to in- 
fpire Defdemona with a Paffion for him. 

In the Novel, thefe Qualities are all afcrib- 
ed to the Villain who betrays the Moor to the 
Murder of his Wife ; and the fufpe£ted R iyal 
is no, more than an ordinary Perfon. 

Cinthio might perhaps think it neceftary to 
give his Villain a pleafing Perfon and infinuat- 
wg Addrels, inorder to make his Artifices lefs 
fufpe&ed ; but to give Probability to the Jea- 
loufy of the Moor, was it not alfo as nccef- 
fary to make the fufpeded Rival poflefs fome 
of thofe Qualities with which the Minds of 
young Ladies are foonell captivated. 

Shakefpear therefore paints CaJJio young, 
handfome, and brave 5 and Othello, who feeds 
his Jealoufy, by refle6ting that he himfelf is 
neither young nor handfome, by the fame 
Train of Thought falls naturally into a Sus- 
picion, that what he lofes, for want of thofe 
G 4 Qualities, 
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Qualities, will be gained by another who pof- 
fefles them. 

But on the other Hand Sba&efpearhas made 
a very ill Ufe of the Lieutenant's Wife. 

Cintbio (hews this Woman privy, much a- 
againft her Will, to the Defign on Dif- 
demona ; and though fhe dares not difcover it 
to her, for fear of her Hufband’s Refentment, 
yet fhe endeavours to put her upon her Guard, 
and gives her fuch Advice, as fhe thinks will 
render all his Schemes ineffectual. 

Shakeffear calls this Woman Em\lia y and 
makes her the Attendant and Friend of 
Defdcmona y yet fhews her Healing a Hand* 
kerchief from her, which fhe gives to her 
Hufband, telling him at the fame Time that 
the Lady will run mad when fhe niiffes it j 
therefore, if it is not for fomePurpofe of Im* 
portance that he wants it, defires him to re- 
turn it to her again. 

If her Hufband wants it for any Purpofe of 
Importance, that Purpofe cannot be very 
good; this Sufpicion however never enters 
her Mind, but fhe gives it him only upon that 
very Condition, which ought to have made her 
refufe it. r 

Yet this Woman is the firft who perceives 
Othello to be jealous, and repeats this Obfer- 
vation to her Miftrefs, upon hearing him fo 
often demand the Handkerchief fhe had ftoleri, 
and fly into a Rage when he finds his Wife 
cannot produce it, 

Emilia pronounces him jealous, perceives 
the Lofs of that fatal Handkerchief, confirms 
fome Sufpicions he bad entertained, and though 

fke 
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ffie loves her Miftrefs to Excefs, chufes rather 
to let her fufFer all the bad Confequences of 
Ws Jealoufy, than confefs fhe had taken the 
Handkerchief, which might have fet all right 
again; and yet this fame Woman, who could 
aa fo bafe and cruel a Part againft her Mif- 
trefs, has no greater. Care in dying, than to 
be laid bv her Side* 

Mr. Rymer , in his Criticifims on this Play, 
feverely cenfures the Charaaers as well as the 
Fable, and Condudl of the Incidents. 

That of Emilia though more inconfiftcnt I 
than any, he has taken no Notice of; and j 
moff of the- Charges he brings againft the I 
others have little or no Foundation. 1 

The Charaaer of logo, fays this Critic, is 
againft common Senfe and Nature. “ Shake- 
u fpear would pafs upon us a clofe,. diflem- 
“ bling, falfe, infinuating Rafcal, inftead of 
“ an open-hearted, frank plain dealing Sol- 
€t dier ; a Charaaer conftantly worn by thenv 
“ for fojne Thoufands of Yeats in the' 

“ World.” 

The Soldiers are indeed greatly obliged to 
WlrJLymer for this Affertion, but though ?t may 
in general be true, yet furely it is not abfurd 
to fuppofe that fome few Individuals amongft 
therfi may be clofe diflembling Villains. 

lago wzs a Soldier, it is true, but he was alfo 
an Italian ; he was born in a Country remark- 
able for the deep Art, Cruelty, and revengeful 
Temper of its Inhabitants. To have painted 
an Italian injured, or under a Sufpicion of be- 
ing injured, and not to have fhewn him re- 
G 5 vengeful*. 
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vengeful, would have been miftaking his Cha- 
rafter. 

It is with Juftice indeed that Mr. Rymer 
condemns Sbakefpiar for that unneceilary and 
diabolical Cruelty he makes Iago guilty of in 
urging Othello to the Murder of me innocent 
Lady who had never offended him ; his Point 
was gained by making Othello jealous, and 
procuring his Confent to the Death of Ca]fio 9 
who flood in his Way to Preferment: But 
the Murder of Dejdemona was fuch an Excefs 
of wanton Cruelty, that one can hardly con- 
ceive it poffible a Man could be fo tranfcend- 
ently wicked. 

Cinthio indeed makes Iago not only urge 
Othello to the Murder of his Wife, but is him- 
felf the Perpetrator of it ; this feems ftill more 
abfurd $ but he tells us, that he had been vio- 
lently in love with Difdemona, and the Indif- 
ference fhe had difcovered towards him con- 
verted his Love into a fettled Hatred. 

Shakefpear injudicioufly copies Cinthio in 
making Iago confefs a Pallion for Defdemona , 
as it rendered his urging on her Murder lefs 
probable ; fince in the Play Iago had no Op- 
portunity of declaring that Love to her, and 
confequently could not be ftimulated by her 
Contempt of him to aft fo cruel a Part againft 
her. 

\ But he has greatly improved on the Novel- 
\ iff by making him jealous of the Moor with 
| his own Wife j this Circumftance being fuf- 
flcient, in an Italian efpecially, to account 
for the Revenge he takes on Othello , though 
his Barbarity to Defdemona is ftill unnatural. 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, there is very little Difference 
between the Character of the Lieutenant as 
it is drawn in the Novel, and lago as managed 
in the Play ; his ambiguous Queftions, dark 
Hints, and villainous Arts to raife Sufpicions 
in the Mind of Othello are the fame in the No- 
vel as in the Play 5 and the Scene where Othello 
is made to obferve the Geftures of Cajfto 
while he is talking to logo* is exa&ly copied 
from Cinthio ; as is likewife a preceding one, 
where Othello , tormented with Doubts about 
his Wife, threatens lago with Deftruftion, 
unlefs he gives him ocular Proof of her Dif- 
honefty. 

This Demand, with logo's Expoftulations, 
Arguments, and fatisfa&ory Replies, are alfo 
the fame with thofe in the Novel. 

The Chara&er of Defdemona fares no bet- 
ter in Mr. Rymer 9 s Hands, than that of lago ; 
her Love for the Moor, he fays, is out of Na- 
ture. 

Such Affeftions are not very common in- 
deed ; but a very few Inftances of them prove 
that they are not impoflible j and even in Eng- 
land we fee fome very handfomc Women 
married to Blacks, where their Colour is lefs 
familiar than at Venice ; befides the Italian La- 
dies are remarkable for fuch Sallies of irre- 
gular Paflions. 

Cinthio , it is true, fays, that Difdemona was 
not overcome by a womanifh Appetite, but 
reprefents her, as Shakefpear does likewife, 
fubdued by the great Qualities of the Moor. 

Courage in Men has always had an invin- 
cible Charm for the Ladies $ Defdemona ad- 
G 6 mired 
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mired the Moor for his Valour, and theTran- 
fition from extreme Admiration to Love is 
very eafy in a female Mind. 

Mr. Rymer alledges, that Shakefpear makes 
Defdemona a Senator’s Daughter inftead of a 
fimple Citizen ; and this he imputes to hint 
as a Fault, which is perhaps a great Inftance 
of his Judgment. 

There is lefs Improbability in fuppofing a 
noble Lady, educated in Sentiments fuperior 
to the Vulgar, fliould fall in love with a Man 
merely for the Qualities of his Mind, than 
that a mean Citizen ihould be polTeiTed of fuch 
exalted Ideas, as to overlook the Difparity of 
Years and Complexion, and be enamoured of 
Virtue in the Perfon of a Moor. 

However, it is not true, that Shakefpear has 
changed a fimple Citizen into a Lady of Qua- 
lity, fince Defdemona in the Novel is men- 
tioned as a Woman of high Birth. 

Cinthio calls her Cittadina , which Mr. Ry 
mer tranflates a fimple Citizen ; but the Ita- 
lians by that Phrafe mean a Woman of 
Quality. 

If they were, for Example, to fpeak of a 
Woman of the middle Rank in Rome> they 
would fay, Una Romana y if of a noble Lady,. 
Una Cittadina Romana : So in Venice they call 
a fimple Citizen Una Venitianay but a Woman 
of Quality, Una Cittadina Venitiana- 

That Simplicity in the Manners of Defde- 
mona , which Mr. Rymer calls Folly and Mean- 
nefs of Spirit, is the Char afteriftic of Virtue, 
and Innocence.. 

Defdemona 
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Defdemona was confeious of no Guilt, and 
therefore fufpe&ed no Blame : She had fo late- 
ly given the Moor an inconteftable Proof of 
her Affe&ion, that it was not unnatural for 
her to impute his fudden Starts of Paffion to 
fome other Caufc than Jealoufy. 

The whole Strefs of the Proof againll Def+ 
demona is laid upon the Handkerchief, as well 
in the Novel as the Pray ; though I think in 
the Novel it is more artfully managed \ there 
the Moor ihfifts upon feeing it in the Captain’s 
Poffeffion e’er he will refolve any Thing again ft 
his Wife* and the Lieutenant contrives to 
give him this Satisfaction. 

Othello , in the Play, has not the leaft Ap- 
pearance of Proof againft his Wife, but fee- 
ing the Handkerchief in the Lieutenant’s Pof- 
feffion ; yet this is brought about hy mere Ac- 
cident. 

Bianca , to whom CaJJio had given it to 
have the Work copied, (which, by the way, 
was an odd Whim for a Soldier) comes to him 
while he is engaged in a private Difcourfe with 
lago ; and Othello obferving them concealed, 
and in a Fit of Jealoufy, throws the Handker- 
chief at his Head. 

This happens well for iago\ Plot 5 but as 
he did not, and indeed could not forefee, this / 
lucky Accident, methinks it would have been < 
more natural, fince every Thing depended j 
upon that, to have made it the Effedt of fome 1 
Contrivance of his. 1 

^ The Outlines of la go ,. Defdemona, and Cajpo’s j 
Characters are taken from the Novel ; but I 
that of Othello is entirely the Poet's own. 

Ia 
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In Cinthio we have a Moor, valiant indeed, 
as we are told, but fufpidous, fullen, cunning, 
©bftinate and cruel. 

Such a Chara&er married to the fair Defde- 
mna muft have given Difguft on the Stage } 
the Audience would have been his Enemies, 
and Defdemona herfelf would have funk into 
Contempt for chufing him. 

With what Judgment then has Sbakefpear 
changed the horrid Moor of Cinthio into the 
amiable Othello, and made the fame A&ions 
which we deteft in one, excite our Compaf- 
fion in the other ! 

The Virtues of Shakefpear’s Moor are no 
lefs cbara&eriftic than the Vices of Cinthio ’s ; 
they are the wild Growth of an uncultivated 
Mind, barbarous and rude as the Clime he is 
born in; thus, his Love is almoft Phrenfy ; 
his Friendfhip Simplicity ; his Juftice cruel ; 
and his Remorfe Self-Murder. 



The 
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The ninth Novel of the fecond Day of 
the Decamerone of Boccaccio. 


OME Italian Merchants meet- 
ing at Paris , whither their dif- 
ferent Affairs had brought them, 
they went, as was their Cuftom, 
to fup together at a Tavern ; 
and, towards the Clofe of the 
Entertainment, their Spirits being raifed by 
the Wine, of which they drank pretty freely, 
they began, after having difcuffed feveral other 
Subje&s, to fpeak of their Wives, whom they 
had left behind them in their Houfes \ and one 
of them, laughing, faid : 

“ I know not how my Wife employs herfelf 
in my Abfence, but this I am certain of $ that 
when I am at a Diftance from her, I freely in- 
dulge myfelf in the Purfuit of any young Girl 
that pleafes me, and never fail to make myfelf 
Mafterof herPerfon, if I poffibly can,” 
Another replied, “that he did the fame 5 
becaufe, added he, whether I believe my 
Wife unfaithful, or not, (he will be fo if (he 
pleafes,” 
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A Third aflured his Companions u that he 
was of the fame Opinion j” and, in fine, they 
all agreed in declaring, 44 that they believed 
their Wives would not lofe Time in their 
Abfence except a Gmoefe Merchant,, named 
Bernabo LomiUin . 

This young Man, who was paffionately fond 
of his Wife, affirmed, 44 that by the efpecial 
Providence of God he had married a Woman 
fo acCompliflied in all Virtues, that Italy could 
fcarce produce her Equal.” 

44 Her Perfon, faid he, is perfe£Uy beauti- 
ful j flie is in the Prime of her Youth ; and is 
not only (killed in all domeftic Employments 
fit for a Perfon of her Rank, but me reads, 
writes, and difcourfes upon Bufinefs, as well 
as if fhe was a Merchant ; fhe is alfo wife, 
prudent and amiable ; and fo abfolutely chafte, 
p that I am perfuaded, if I was to be abfcnt from 
her ten Years, fhe would preferve her Fidelity 
j to me inviolable.” 

This laft Praife extremely diverted a young 
Merchant of Piacenza , named Amhrogiuolo , 
who, laughing, afked Bernabo 44 if he poflefled 
this Privilege above other Men by a Patent 
from the Emperor. 

44 This Happinefs, replied Bernabo , a little 
offended, is not granted by the Emperor, but 
by God, whom I look upon to be little more 
powerful than the Emperor.” 

44 I do not in the leaft doubt, replied Ambro - 
giuolo , but that you believe what you fay ; but 
you have too little confidered the Nature of 

Things, 
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Things, otherwife you would not be v fo grofsly 
deceived, but would fpeak lefs affuredly upon 
this Matter ; do you imagine that we, who 
have delivered our Sentiments thus freely of 
our Wives, believe we have married Women, 
whofe Difpofitions are different from yours ? 
no, we hold all Women to be alike; and the 
Judgment we have formed of them 2rifes 
from our having well reflected on their Na- 
tures; let us then examine this Matter a lie- 
tie.” 

I have always underftood Man to be the 
nobleft Animal of God’s Creation ; and that 
the Woman holds the next Place ; if Man 
therefore, as he is generally believed, and 
proves by bis Faculties, is the neareft to Per- 
fection, he mud certainly be endowed with 
more Firmnefe and Conftancy than the Wo- 
man, who is univerfally allowed to be a fickle 
and variable Creature ; yet frnce Man, with 
all his Firmnefs and Conftancy cannot reflft 
thofe Defires which make him feek the Pof- 
feflion of any one that pleafes him, how canft 
thou hope that a Woman, changeable and un- 
fixed by Nature, fhould be able to refill the 
Force of Intreaties, Praifes, Gifts, and a 
Thoufand other Temptations, with which 
Men who know the Sex, endeavour to enfnare 
them ?” 

C4 Can you then, reflecting upon this Truth, 
believe your Wife faithful ?” 

“ I confefs, though you fhould tell me you 
do, I could not believe you.” 

<c Is not your Wife a Woman, has fhe 
not Flelh and Blood as other Women have? 

arc 
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are not the fame Dcfircs given to her as to 
others, and the fame Ability to refift them ? 
*ris therefore polfiblc, although (he be very 
virtuous, that flic may do as others do ; and 
you ought not fopofitivcly to affirm the con* 
trary.” 

To this long Speech Barnabo replied : 

“ I am a Merchant, and not a Philofopher, 
therefore will not pretend to reafon with you ; 
but this I mull fay, that thofe Women who 
are unchafte, arc fo, becaufc they have no 
Senfe of Shame, and are indifferent about the 
World's Opinion ; but Women who are wife 
and virtuous, arc fo follicitous to preferve 
their Honour, that they become ftronger than 
Men, who take no Care to reftrain their irre- 

f ular Appetites ; and my Wife is of the Num- 
er of thofe Women who are watchful over 
their Appetites, and follicitous to preferve 
their Honour." 

€i Truly, replied Ambrogtuclo , if every Time 
a Woman was unfaithful to her Hufband, a 
Horn fliould grow out of her Forehead, and 
bear Witne fs to the Fa&, I believe few Wo- 
men would be guilty of Infidelity; but the 
Horn neither grows, nor in Women who 
manage their Intrigues wifely, doe . there re- 
main the leafl T race of their Crime ; for 
their Shame docs not confift in their Infidelity, 
but in that Infidelity being difeovered; there- 
fore when they can be unchafte fecurely, they 
are fo, and when they arc not unchafte, 'tis 
becaufc they are ftupirt ; and be allured there- 
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fore, that (he only is chafte who was never 
follicited, or being follicited never yielded.” 

<c And although I am convinced of this 
Truth, by confidering in general the Frailty 
of Human Nature, yet I would not fpeak fo 
pofitively as I do, if I had not many Times, 
and with many different Women, proved it 
beyond Contradiction ; and I am alfo perfuad- 
ed, that if I was near thy fupremely virtuous 
Wife, I fliould in a very mort Space of Time 
bring her to that, to which I have brought 
many others.” 

c< It fignifies nothing difputing, replied 
Barnabo , ( greatly difturbed ) Words prove 
nothing at all ; but fince you fay that no Wo- 
man is able to refill Sollicitations, and are fo 
confidentjofyour own Power with the Sex, that 
you are abfolutely certain you can corrupt my 
Wife, I am willing to lofe my Head if you 
fucceed in your Attempts upon her Chaftity, 
and if you do not, you (hall lofe a Thoufand 
Florins of Gold to me.” 

c< I know not, returned Ambrogtuolo , al- 
ready fired at his Proportion, what I (hould 
do with your Head if you loft it to me, but 
if you are willing to have a Proof of what I 
have maintained, do you lay five Thoufand 
Florins of Gold (which ought to be lefs dear 
to you than your Head) againft a Thoufand of 
mine, and I will oblige myfelf to go to Genoa , 
and in three Months from the Day I depart 
from hence, will prevail upon thy Wife to 
yield to my Defires, and, in Token of my 

Succefs, 
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Succefs, will bring with me fome of her moft 

E recious Things, and give you fuch certain 
larks, that you yourfelf (hall confefs I have 
accomplifhed my Defign.” 

“ But you muft promife me faithfully that 
you will not come to Genoa during my Stay 
there, nor write any Account of this Matter 
to your Wife.” 

Bemabo was extremelv pleafed with this 
Propofal, but the other Merchants, who were 
prefent, fearing fome bad Confequence would 
arife from fuch a ftrange Scheme, were very 
much troubled, and endeavoured to prevent 
its being put into Execution. 

However, the two Perfons concerned were 
fo refolutely bent on their Purpofe, that all 
Difluafions were ineffedual ; and an Obliga- 
tion in Writing being drawn up, they both 
figned and fealed it in the Prefence of their 
Companions ; and a few Days after Ambrogiuolo 
went to Genoa ; Bemabo , according to his 
Promife, flaying at Paris to exped his Re- 
turn. 

As foon as Aihbrogiuolo arrived at Genoa , he 
began fecretly to enquire after the Behaviour 
and Manner of Life of Bernabo 9 s Wife, and 
comparing the Reports of others, with what 
Bemabo had told him concerning her, he 
| found the Merchant had not been too lavifh 
in her Praifes ; and his Enterprize now ap- 
pearing even to himftlf ralh and impra&ica- 
\ pie, he was beginning to lofe all Hopes of 
\ feeing able to accomplifh it, when Chance 
t threw 
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threw in his Way a poor Woman, who waar 
often employed in the H:ufc of Madonna 
Zinevra, fo was the Wife of Bernabo called. 

Ambrogiuolo corrupting this Woman with 
a Sum of Money, engaged her to aflift him in 
his Defign on the Lady. 

Giving Orders therefore for a Cheft to be 
made after a particular Manner, he laid him- 
felf into it, and the old Woman pretending 
{he had fome Bufmefs 'to tranfa£t a few Miles 
out of the Town, which would oblige her to 
ftay a Day or two away, intreated "Ala donna 
Zinevra , who had a great Kindncfs for her,' 
to let this Cheft ftand in her Bed-Chamber till 
fee returned, the Lady confentcd, and the 
Cheft, with Ambrogiuolo within it, was placed 
where fee defired. 

Zinevra retiring to Reft at her ufual Hour, 
Ambrogiuolo, when he was afliired that fee was 
afleep, came foftly out of the Cheft into the 
Chamber, and, by the Light of a Taper which 
was burning, took particular Notice of the 
Piflures and Furniture of the Room. 

Then advancing to the Bed, where the 
Lady and a little Girl that was with her flept 
very foundly, he gently uncovered her, and 
faw that fee was no lefs beautiful naked than 
dreft, and as he was thus contemplating her, 
and wifeing to difeover fome particular Mark 
about her Perfon, which might help him to 
deceive her Hufband, he at laft fpied a large 
Mole under her leftfBrcaft, with feveral Hairs 
round it of the Colour of Gold. 


Satisfied 
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Satisfied with this Difcovery, he replaced 
the Cloaths, but her Beauty inflaming his De- 
fires, he was fome Moments in Sufpence 
whether he fliduld not wake her, and declare 
the Caufe of his coming thither, to be his Love 
of her. 

Reflecting however upon the Severity of 
her Virtue ; he refolved not to hazard bis 
Life bydifcoveringhimfelf, but palled the reft 
of the Night at his Eafe in the Chamber. 

Day approaching he retired into the Cheft, 
taking with him a Purfe, a Ring, and fome 
other Trifles. 

In this Confinement he palled another Night, 
and the Day following the Woman coming 
for her Cheft, he was releafed ; and hav- 
ing thus traiteroufly accemplifhed his Intenti- 
ons, he left Genoa, and arrived at Paris before 
the Time prefixed for his Return. 

Btrnabo , and the Merchants who were pre- 
fent at the Wager, were fummoned by Am- 
brogiuolo , and when they were all met, he de- 
clared he had won the Wager, for that the 
Wife of Bernabo had yielded to his Defires, 
producing as a Proof of what he faid, the 
Things which he had taken away, faying 
they were given him by the Lady j the Furni- 
ture of whofe Bed-Chamber he alfo deferibed. 

Bernabo confelled that his Delcription of 
the Bed-Chamber was right, and alfo fBat the 
Things he produced were certainly his' Wife’s, 
but added, that neither of thefe Circumftances 
were any Proof of his Wife’s Infidelity, fince 

he 
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he might by fome Stratagem have procured the 
Knowledge of the one, and the rofleffion of 
the other, and therefore if he had no other 
Proofs, thefe were infufficient to make him 
give up the Wager. 

“Thefe Prooofs* replied Ambrogiuolo , ought 
to be fufficient, but fince you will oblige me 
to produce more, I will.” 

“ Madonna Zinevra , your Wife, has a 
large Mole under her left Breaft, round which 
there are two or three Hairs of the Colour of 
Gold.” 

Berndbo ftruck to the Heart by thefe Words, 
made known by the Change of his Colour, 
and the Rage and Grief which took PotteiEon 
of his Features, that what Ambrogiuolo had 
faid was true, but a few Minutes after, con- 
firming it by his Words, 

“ Gentlemen, faid he, Ambrogiuolo has van- 
quifhed, Iconfefsit, and am ready to pay him 
the Money he has won, whenever he comes 
to demand it.” 

Accordingly the next Day Ambrogiuolo went 
to the Lodgings of Bernaboj who paid him 
the five Thoufand Florins $ and departing 
from Paris , went to Genoa , with a fell Soul 
againft the betrayed Zinevra . 

As foon as he arrived, he retired to one of 
his Country Houfes, at a fmall Diftance from 
the Town, and there calling a faithful Ser- 
vant, he ordered him to get two Horfes ready, 

and 
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and carry a Letter from him to his Wife, im- 
porting his Dcftrcs, that (he fhould return with 
the Bearer to him ; and then gave a ftridl Com- 
mand to the Servant to murder her as foon as 
they came into a convenient Place. 

The Servant allured him of his Obedience, 
and rode immediately to Town with the Let- 
ter ; which Zinevra receiving with great Joy, 
prepared hcrfclf for her Journey the next 
Morning ; and accompanied only by the Per- 
fon who came to fetch her, (he took the 
Road to her Hulband’s Villa, difeourfing as 
they went upon indifferent Things : when 
coming into a large and folitary Valley, fur- 
rounded with high Trees, the Servant, think- 
ing this a fit Place to execute his Mailer’s Or- 
ders, fuddcnly ftopt, and drawing out a large 
Knife feized the Lady by the Arm. 

<c Madam, faid he, recommend your Soul 
to God, for you mull die in a few Moments.” 

The Lady hearing thefe dreadful Words, 
and beholding the fatal Knife, all trembling 
with Fear and Surprize, cried out, a 

44 Oh ! Mercy gracious Heaven ! why will 
you murder me r Tell me in what I have of- 
fended you, that you refolve to kill me l” 

44 Madam, replied the Servant, youhavenot 
offended me in any Thing, how you have 
offended your Hulband I know not, bat he 
has commanded me to murder you without 

Mercy 
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Mercy in this Place, and if I do not obey 
hijn, threatens to hang me. 

44 You know by what Tyes I am bound to 
him, and that I have it not in my Power to re- 
fufe'Compliance with any of his Orders ; God 
knows I pity you j but I muft execute his Will." 

“Oh grant me Mercy, for the Sake of Hea- 
ven ! replied the Lady, all diflolved in Tears ; 
do not become a Murderer of one who never 
injured you to pleafe another. 

44 God, from whom nothing is concealed, 
knows I never was guilty of any Aftion for 
which I merit this Ufage from my Hufband ; 
but of that no more. 

u Suffer me only to reprefent to you how 
you may at once avoid offending God, pleafe 
your Matter, and ferve me, and that in this 
Manner : 

44 You may give me your upper Coat and 
Hat, and take my Cloaths, and returning with 
them to your Matter, tell him you have mur- 
dered me ; and I fwear to you by that Prefer- 
vation for which I fhall be obliged to you, that 
I will keep myfelf Concealed, and wander into 
fome dittant Place, and neither you or he 
fhall ever hear of me again in this Country 

The Servant, who was very unwilling to 
murder her, eafily yielded to his Compaflion 
and her Entreaties, and gave her his Coat and 
Hat, together with what Money he found a- 
bout her ; and after earnettly defiring her to 
quit Genoa as foon as poffible, took her Cloaths, 
and leaving her alone and on foot in the Val- 

Vot.I. H ley, 
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ley, returned to his Matter, to whom he de- 
clared, “ that he had murdered her, and that 
her dead Body was devoured by the Wolves.” 

The unhappy Lady being alone and difcon- 
folatein the dreary Valley which had been 
deftined for the Scene of her Murder, knew 
not whither to dircdt her Steps ; but Night 
drawing on, and her Apprehenfions of that 
dreadful Place encreafmg with the approaching 
Darknefs, (he ftruck into a foot Path, which 
Jed at laft to a little Village $ and there going 
into the Cottage of an old Woman, procured 
fome Neceflaries fit for her Appearance as a 
| Sailor, and thus clad, took her Way towards 
“tfie^ Shore. 

There happening to meet with a Catalonian 
Gentleman, whofe Ship lying near the Place, 
had landed to refrelh himfelf at a Fountain $ 
he entering into Difcourfe with the poor Wan- 
derer, fuppofing her to be a Man, at her Re- 
queft, received her as a Servant to wait upon 
his own Perfon. 

Madonna Zinevra> who had taken the Name 
of Sicuranno , followed Signor Enearachy her 
new Matter, to his Veflel ; and, having better 
Cloaths given her, began to ferve him fo dili- 
gently, and with fuch Fidelity, that he foon 
conceived a great Efteem for her. 

Some time after, the Catalonian failing with 
a Cargo to Alexandria , he took with him fome 
very fine Falcons, which he prefented to the 

Sultan, 
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Sultan, who being pleafed with the Gift, fre- 
quently invited the Merchant to his Table, 

Sicuranno always attending his Matter upon 
thefe Occafions, the Sultan was fo well pleafed 
with his Carriage aud Behaviour, that he afked 
him of the Catalonian ; who, though very un- 
willing to part with him, could not refufe the 
Sultairs Requeft, and therefore left him be- 
hind at Alexandria . 

Sicuranno had not been long in the Sultan’s 
Palace, before he acquired as great a Share of 
that Monarch’s Confidence and Efteem, as of 
the Catalonian 9 s, his former Matter. 

It being a Cuftom, at a certain Time of the 
Year, to hold a Fair at Aeri, a City in the 
Dominions of the Sultan, to which a great ma- 
ny Chriftians and Saracen Merchants refort- 
ea, the Sultan, in whofe Favour Sicuranno 
encreafed daily, appointed him to command 
the Soldiers that were fent there, to guard the 
Merchants and their Goods while the Fair 
continued. 

Sicuranno being now Captain of the Guard 
at Aeri) acquitted himfelf of this Charge with 
hisaccuftomed Diligence and Exa£tnefs. 

Among the foreign Merchants which re- 
forted to this Fair, there were feveral Venetian , 
Placentian , Genoefe y and other Italians , with 
whom Sicuranno , who ftill had a great Fond- 
nefs for his Country, frequently converfed. 

H 2 It 
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It happened one Day, when he was at the 
Warehoufe of the Venetian Merchants, that, 
among other Trinkets, he faw a Purfe and a 
Girdle, which he knew to have once belonged 
to himfelf $ he was greatly furprized at the 
Sight of thofe Things, but concealing it from 
Obfervation, enquired whofe they were? and 
if they were to be fold ? 

Ambrogiuolo , who had come to Alexandria 
with fome other Merchants in a VenetianVeEe 1, 
being told that the Captain of the Guard was 
enquiring about thefe Things, came forward, 
and faid, with a Smile 44 Sir, the Things are 
mine, and not to be fold ; but if you have 
any Inclination for them, I will prefent you 
with them freely.” 

Sicuranno feeing him fmile, fufpe&ed, that 
by fome Means or other, he had difcovered 
who he was ; ncverthelefs, keeping a firm 
Countenance, he replied ; 

44 You fmile, I fuppofe, becaufe you fee me, 
who am a military Man, enquiring about 
thefe female Trifles.” 

44 No, Sir, faid Ambroguiolo , I do not 
fmile at that, but at refle&ing on the Manner 
in which I gained thofe Things.” 

44 Ah! I be'eech you, faid Sicuranno , haftily, 
let us know how you gained them then ?” 

44 Sir, replied Ambrogiuolo , thefe Things 
were given me by a Lady of Genoa> called Ma- 
donna Zinevra , the Wife of Bernabo Lomillin 9 
with whom I had the Honour to pais a Night, 

in 
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in her Hufband-s Abfence ; and fhe enteated 
me to keep them faithfully for her Sake : I 
fmile, therefore, at reflefting on the ftupid Fol- 
ly of her Hulband, who was filly enough to lay 
five thoufand Florins of Gold againfta thoufand 
of mine, that it was not in my Power to prevail 
over theChaftity of his Wife $ this, however, I 
accomplilhed 5 he loll the Wager ; and he who 
ought rather to have punilhed himfelf for his 
Stupidity, than his Wife for doing that which 
ail Women will do, went to Genoa , and, as 
I have fince heard, caufed her to be mur- 
dered.” 

St cur anno hearing this, knew this Man im- 
mediately to be the Caufe of all his Mifery, 
and refolved within himfelf to be feyerely re- 
ven ged on him \ and in order to acomplim his 
Defign, he feigned himfelf to be extremely 
well pleafed with this Story, and began to en- 
ter into a ftri£l Intimacy with Ambrogiuolo* 
whom he managed fo artfully, that at laft he 
confeffed the whole Truth to him concerning 
the Stratagem by which he had deceived Bcr* 
nabo 9 and gained the Wager. 

When the Fair was ended, Sicuranno y by 
large Promifes, engaged Ambrogiuolo to go 
with him into Alexandria , where he procured 
him a Warehoufe, and lodged Money in his 
Hands ; fo that Ambrogjuolo thinking he might 
be able to encreafe his Fortune there, willing- 
ly flayed at Alexandria . 

Sicurannoy who ardently defired to have his \ 
Innocence made known to Bernabo y pra&ifed 
H 3 fo 
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fo well with fome Genoeft Merchants wh6 
were in that Country, that they prevailed up* 
on Bemabo , who was now reduced to very 
low Circumftances, to come to Alexandria 5 
and Sicuramo caufed him to be privately re- 
ceived there by fome of his Friends. 

Sicuramo , who had already made Ambro - 

S lo recount to the Sultan the Story he had 
told him, and which had pleafed him great- 
ly, finding it now a proper Time to execute 
his Intention, fince Bernabo was arrived, took 
an Opportunity to entreat the Sultan to give 
Orders, that Ambrogiuolo and Bernabo (hould 
be brought before him 5 and to make Ambro* 
giuoloj by Menaces (if he would not by gentle 
Methods) declare, if what he had boaited con- 
cerning the Wife of Bemabo was true. 

The Sultan confented ; and the two Mer- 
chants being brought before him, he command- 
ed Ambrogiuolo , with a threatening Counte- 
nance, to confefs truly, how he had won the 
five thoufand Florins of Bemabo . 

Ambrogiuolo feeing his Friend Sicuramo (who 
was prefent) look upon him with rageful Eyes, 
and threatening him with the moft horrid Tor- 
ments if he did not reveal the Truth 5 preffed 
on every Side, and fuppofing the worft Confe- 
rence of his Confeffion would be the Reftitu- 
tion of the Money and the Things, he re- 
lated the whole Affair juft as it happened ; 
and having finifhed his Narration, Sicuramo , 
as inverted with Authority by the Sultan, 
turned to Bernabo , and afked him “ what 

Puniihment 
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Punifcment he had inflicted upon his Wife on 
Account of that Lye ?" 

“ Sir, replied Bemaba , being inflamed with 
Rage for the Lofs of my Money, and the Dif- 

f race my Wife's Infamy had brought upon me* 
ordered a Servant to murder her, and, ac- 
cording to his Report, he did fo, and her Body 
was foon after devoured by Wolves," 

Thefe F a&s thus laid open before the Sultan, 
and all that were prefent, who could not ima- 

8 ine what was to oe the Endoffuch anExami- 
ation, Sicuranno , addrefling himfelf to the 
Sultan, faid : 

u My Lord, you may plainly perceive by 
their ConfcfSons, what Reafon this good Wo- 
man had to glory in a Lover and a Hu (band*, 

“ The Lover by an infamous Fallhood robs 
her of her Honour, deftroys her Fame, and 
deprives her of herHufband j and the Hu(band 
giving more Credit to the Falflioods of other* 
than to the often experienced Truth of hi* 
Wife, commands her to be murdered, and her 
dead Body to be devoured by Wolves 5 and 
fo great is the Affe&ion which this Lover and 
Hulband bore her, that they both continued 
with her a long Time, and neither of them dif- 
covered her. 

“ That you may be able therefore to know 
this clearly, and give to each the Reward they 
have merited, grant me the Favour I am going 
to implore of you, which is to pardon the De- 
ceived and punifli the Deceiver, and I will 
then make the injured Lady herfelf come into 
your Prefence ?” 

H 4 Th* 
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The Sultan, always difpofed to comply with 
any Requeft of Sicuranno* s, granted this im- 
mediately, and defired him to make the Lady 
come. 

Bemaboy who firmly believed his Wife to 
be dead, was greatly aftoniftied at this Propo- 
rtion ; and Ambrogiuolo began now to appre- 
hend he fhould fuffer fomething worfe than 
paying back the Money. 

Sicuranno being thus allured of having her 
Requeft granted by the Sultan, caft herfelf at 
the Feet of that Monarch $ the Tears faft 
flreaming down her Cheeks, and lofing with 
her aflumed mafculine Voice, the Defire of 
appearing mafculine, fpoke in this Manner. 

M My Lord, in me behold the injured, the 
unhappy Zinevray who, through the wicked 
Falfhoods of that Traitor Ambrogiuoloy have 
been obliged to wander miferably through the 
World in the Form of a Man, and by this 
cruel Hufband doomed to be murdered and de- 
voured by Wolves. 

Then opening her Waiftcoat, (he difcovered 
her Bofom, by which the Sultan, and all who 
were prefent, knowing her to be a Woman, 
were filled with Aftonifliment and Compaf- 
fion. 

Zintvra then turning to Ambrogiuoloy fierce- 
ly demanded of him. “ when it was he had 
feduced her Virtue, as he had once openly 
boafted ?” 

Ambrogiuoloy who now knew her, and was 
ftruck dumb with Shame and Fear, anfwered 
nothing. Th$ 
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The Sultan, who always believed her to be 
a Man, was fo aftonilhed at what he now faw 
and heard, that, for Tome Moments, he knew 
not whether all was not a Dream ; but his 
Wonder ceafing, he began to praife, with the 
higheft Expreffions of Efteem, the Virtue, 
Conftancy, and unblameable Manners of Z 1- 
neura> and gave Orders to have her magnifi- 
cently dreft in a female Habit, appointed Wo- 
men to attend her, and, as he had promifed, 
pardoned the deceived Hufband Bemabo , who 
falling at the Feet of his Wife, entreated her 
alfo with Tears to forgive him. 

Zinevra raifed him up, and kindly alluring 
him that fhe would forget all that was paft, 
threw herfelf into his Arms, and as her Huf- 
band embraced him tenderly. 

The Sultan then commanded Ambrogiuolo 
to be carried immediately to one of,the higheft 
Places in the City, and faftened to a Stake, his 
Body to be anointed with Honey, and expofed 
naked to the Sun, and there left todie jwhich was — 
accordingly executedj after which he ordered 
all his Efredts to be given to Zinevra , which 
amounted to ten thoufand Piftoles j and make- 
ing a magnificent Feaft, he publicly bellowed 
the higheft Honours and Applaufes on Zinevra 
for her Courage and Virtue, and prefented her 
Hulband and her with ten thoufand Piiloles 
more, giving them Leave to depart, and a 
Ship to carry them back to Genoa ; where they 
foon after arrived, extremely rich, and were 
received with great Honours by their Citizens ; 

H 5 efpecially 
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efpecially Madonna HZinevra, 'who had been 
thought dead by every one, and who, from 
. that Time till her Death, lived in the higheft 
I Reputation for Courage, Conftancy and Vir- 
tue. " 
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Observations on the ZJfe Shakefpear hat 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Tragedy of 
Cymbeline. 


f JTAHE Plot of the foregoing Novel forms 
one of the Aftions of Shakefpear ■*$ 
Tjajgedy^ cattecT XJymFeline ; I fay one of the 
Adions, becaufe this Play, with his ufual Ir- 
regularity, is compofed of three or four dif- 
ferent ones. 

He has copied all thofe Circumftances from 
Boccacioj that were neceflary to ferve his De- 
fign ; but be has entirely changed the Scene, 
the Chara&ers, and the Manners ; and that 
he has done fo greatly for the worfe, T? I 
think eafy to prove. 




2X 


Boccaccio introduces fome young Merchants 
in a Tavern, where two of them, being heated 
by Wine, lay a fantaftical Wager; one that 
his Wife was abfolutely chafte, and not to be 
corrupted by any Methods whatever. 

The other, that fhe was frail like the reft 
of the Sex ; and that to prove it, he would 
prevail upon her in a very (hortTime to violate 
her Faith to her Hulband, 

Shakefpear 
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Shakefoear makes the Lady in Queftion, 
Hot the W ife of a Merchant, but the Heirefa 
of a great Kingdom. 

The Hu{b ana, who lays fo indifcreet a 
Wager, not a Ample Trader intoxicated with 
Liquor, but a young, noble, though unfor- 
tunate Hero, whom, for the extraordinary Qua- 
lities of his Mind and Perfon, the Princefs 
bad feqretly married. 

And the Scenes, inftead of a Tavern in 
Paris, and the Houfe of a private Family in 
the Court of Britain , and the Chamber of the 
Princefs. 

To this injudicious Change of the Charac- 
\ ters is owing all the Abfurdities of- this Part 
1 of Shakefpears Plot ; he has given the Man- 
ners of a Tradefman’s Wife, and two Mer- 
chants intoxicated with Liquor, to a great 
Princefs, an Englijh Hero, and a noble 
Roman. 

The King, enraged at Pofthumus for dar- 
ing to marry his Daughter, contents himfelf 
with only fending him into Banilhment, and 
prefles tne Princefs to take for another Huf- 
band a Man whom {he detefts, while her 
firft is only divided from her by a very incon* 
fiderable Diftance, and while there is a Proba- 
bility of meeting him again. 

| Since he was fo refolutely bent upon mak- 
\ ing her marry the flupid Son of his fecond 
\ Wife, furely it would have more facilitated 
his Defign, to have either taken away the 
Life of Poflhumus , or kept him in a ftri& 
and fccret Confinement, and by that Means 

have 
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have deprived the Princefs of all Hope of ever 
feeing him ; but Pofthumus muft only be ba- 
niflied to make Way for the fcandalous 
Wager. 


This adoring and obliged Hufband of a 
beautiful and virtuous Princefs, no fooner ar- 
rives at Rame y but he engages in a ridiculous 
Difpute concerning the Beauty, Wit, and 
Chhftity of his Lady ; and. tamely fuffers one 
of his Roman Friends, to maintain that {he 
was as liable to be corrupted as any other of 
her Sex. 

The Difpute growing warm, the Roman 
engages to take. a Journey to Britain , and 
corrupt the Chaftity of the Princefs, which, 
if he accomplifhes, Pojihumus is to reward 
him with the Ring that {he had given him at 
parting ; and to facilitate his Defign, writes 
a Letter to the Princefs, recammending^oW/H* 
to her as one of his molt valued Friends. 

Jachimo accordingly arrives in Britain, de- 
livers his Letter to the Princefs* and is very 
kindly received. 

It muft he obferved that the Princefs is 
ftri&ly guarded by the King’s Orders, and 
this is very natural, fince he intended to force 
her to marry her ftupid Step-brother. 

But how comeslt that this confined Princefs, 
guarded by her Father’s Guards, and watched 
by her Mother-in-law’s Spies, fhould be able 
to give an Audience, to a foreign Stranger, 
who comes from the yery Place where her ba- 
nifhed Hufband refidc6 ^ 

We 
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We fee no Stratagem made ufe of to elude 
the Vigilance of ner Guards; no Bribes 
given to buy the Secrefy of Spies. 

The Friend of her banimed Hufband is 
-introduced by his Confident, who though 
known to be fo, both by the King, Queen, 
and Rival of P of? humus, is ftill permitted to 
a ttend her. 

This is not indeed very probable, but it is 
abfolutely n ccefla ry for the riot, becaufe this 
faithful Confident is to carry the Princefs af- 
terwards into a dark Wood, in order to kill 
her, by his Matter's Orders. 

So the Story goes in Boccaccio, fo alio goes 
the Plot in the Tragedy. 

There is only this fmall Difference, that 
in Boccacio it is a private Gentlewoman, who, 
attended with one Servant, rides a fmall Jour- 
ney to meet her Hufband at his Country 
Houfe. 

But in Shahfpear , it is the Heirefs of a 
great Kingdom, who notwithftanding her 
Guards, the Dignity of her Station, and 
Weaknefs of her Sex, rides Poft with one 
Man Servant to a Sea-port Town, for a fhort 
View of her Hufband. But of this hereafter. 

Let us fee how Jacbimo begins his Court- 
flirp to this great Princefs : After having infU 
nuated into her Bofom fome jealous Sufpici- 
ons of her Hufband’s Conftancy, he goes on 
to praife her Beauty familiarly enough, confi- 
dcring he had but a few Minutes Acquaint- 
ance with her Highnefi# 

Then 
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Then begs Leave to M dedicate himfelf to 
her fweet Fleafure,” and fuppofing the Bar- 
gain coududed; offers to kifs her. 

The Princefs calls Pifanio , her HufbancPs 
Confident; he.happens not to be within hear- / 
ing ; and this is very convenient, for there is ( 
a Neceffity for a long Converfation to make 
all right again, for the fecond Part of Jachimo ’a 
Stratagem. 

ffer Highnefs then turns to her impudent 
Gallant, tells him, 44 if he had been honour- 
able he would not have fought fuch a bafe End 
of her," and that (he 44 difdains him and the 
Devil alike.” 

The Gallant upon this Lucretia-like De- 
nial, changes his Note, praifes the Virtue and 
Conftancy of her Hufhand, and allures her, 
he only made this Attempt on her Chaftity, 
in order to try if Ihe was really as pure as (he 
was believed to be. 

Her H ighnefs is pacified, profefles herfelf 
his faithful Friend, and offers him all her In- 
jtereft in the Court. 

Jachimo waves this princely Offer ; but de- 
fires her to allow him to put a Cheft of Goods 
under her Care for one Night, to which the 
Princefs confenting, affures him his Cheft 
(hall be placed in her own Bed-Chamber. 

Upon this Expedient the whole Plot turns. 

Jachimo , concealed in the Cheft, furnifhes 
himfelf MfaAmbrogtuolo, with Proofs of his hav- 
ing diflionoured the Lady, and, returning to 
Pojibumusy declares he has won the Wager. 

Pojihumus > 
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P oft humus, fatisfied with his Proof, though 
the Honour of a Princefe, and of a Princefe 
who loved him to Diftra&ion, was in Quef- 
tion, difpatches Orders to his Servant to kill 
her ; and to give him an Opportunity to exe- 
cute his Commands, writes to the Princefe 
that he is at Milford- Haven, fuppoling that 
this Intelligence will bring her immediately to 
meet him. 

To pafs by the Abfufdity of fuppofing a 
I great Princefs, guarded by an incenfed Fa- 
I ther, and the jealous Vigilance of a deiigning 
! Step-Mother, fhould be able to leave the 
j Court, and ride like a Market-Woman 
v with a fingle Attendant to meet him $ what 
Reafon had he to expeA fuch a dange- 
rous Proof of AffeAion from a Woman, 
who had fo eafily been prevailed upon to 
violate the Faith fhe had lately given him i 

The Wife of Bernabo the Merchant 
might indeed find it neceflary to keep herfelf 
unfufpeAed by her Hufband, fince her Hap- 
pinefs depended upon his believing her vir- 
tuous. 

But the Princefs's Conftancy to Pojlhumus 
1 was the Caufe of her Difgrace ; by marrying 
S Cloten fhc might regain her Liberty, and con- 
; fequently have better Opportunities of follow- 
1 | ing her private Intrigues, 
v l But what Inducement could fhe have for 
incurring the Refentment of the King her 
Father, only to feem conftant to a banifhed 
Man, whom fhe was difhonouring in pri- 
vate ? 

Her 
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Her Conftancy to Pojihumus in Defiance of . 
her Father’s Anger, could only be the Effect I 
of a vi olent Paflion for him $ but her aban- I 
doning herfelf to a loofe Intrigue with his ! 
Friend, was abfolutely inconfiftent with her j 
Love for him. 

If Pojihumus then believed her unchafte, 
he could not poifibly expert £he would endea- 
vour to preferve the Jeaft Appearance of Fi- 
delity, fince it was her Intereft to abandon 
him publicly, much lefs endanger her Per- 
fon by fo extraordinary an EfFeft of Love and 
Obedience as that he required of her. 

The injured Princefs however is impatient 
to be on Horfeback, fhe whips out of the 
Palace in a Minute, and paffes invifibly, we 
cannot help fuppofing, though there is no In- 
chantment in the Cafe, through the midft of 
her Attendants and Guards, and gallops away 
to meet her Hulband. 

When flic arrives in the deftined Wood, 
Pifanio acquaints her with the Orders he had 
received to kill her, and his fixed Refolution 
net to obey them. 

The Princefs indeed puts a very pertinent 
Queftion to him. 

Imo . Wherefore then 
Didft undertake it ? why haft thou abufed 
So many Miles, with a Pretence? this Place ? 
Mine Action ? and thine own ? our Horfes 
labour. 

The Time inviting thee ? the perturb’d Court, 
For my being abfent ? whereunto I never 

Purpofe 
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Purpofe return. Why haft thou gone lb for 
To be unbent when thou haft ta’en thy Stand, 
Th* elected Deer before thee? 

Shah/pear no doubt forefaw his Readers 
would alk this Queftion if the Princefe did 
not, but though he found it an eafy Matter to 
make Pi/an so fatisfy her as tp that Particular, 
the Reader is not fo eafilv anfwered. 

( For why indeed did ne bring her into lb 
\ fhocking a Situation, if he refolved not to 
\ murder her ? Why did he not acquaint her 
1 with the cruel Orders of her Hulband while 
i fhe was in her Father’s Palace ? 

If it was a bold and hazardous A£tion to 
quit the Court in fuch a ftrange Equipage, to 
have a Ihort Conference with a faithful Huf- 
band, why muft fhe expofe herfelf to fo emi- 
nent a Danger, only to be told of the Cruelty 
and Injuftice of that Husband ? 
f But the Truth is, fhe has a great many 
ftrange Adventures to come yet, andthefe 
\ muft be brought about at the Expence of Pro- 
bability. 

But what Refolution does the Heirefs of 
Britain take after being told that her Husband, 
believing her to be an Adultcrels, had ordered 
her to be killed. 

One would imagine, that full of a juftDif* 
dain for fo vile and fcandalous a Sufpicion, 
the Pride of injured Virtue, affronted Dignity, 

^ and' Rage of ill requited Love, would have 
carried ner back to the Court, there by de- 
claiming all future Faith and Tenderoefs for 

the 
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the unworthy Pojihumus^ reftore herfelf to the j 
Affe&ion of her Father, and all the Rights of I 
her royal Birth. 

No, flie only weeps, complains, reproaches 
a little, and then refolves to drefs herfelf in the 
Habit of a Boy, and wander a-foot to procure 
a Service. 

Here Sbakefpear drops Boccaccio&her having 
fervilely copied from him all the Incidents which 
compofe this Part of the Plot of Cymbeline j » 
but by changing the Scene and Characters j 
has made thefe Incidents abfurd, unnatural, v 
and improbable. 

The reft of the Play is equally inconfiftent, 
and if Sbakefpear invented here foi himfelf, his 
Imagination is in this one Inftance full as 
bad as his Judgment. 

His Princefs forgetting that fhe had put oii 
Boy’s Cloaths to be a Spy upon the Actions 
of her Husband, commences Cook to two 
young Forrefters and their Fatherj^who live in 
a Cave ; and we are told how nicely fhe fauced 
the Broths. 

Guid. €C But his neat Cookery ! 

Jrv. He cut our Roots in Characters, 

And fauc’d our Broth, as Juno had been lick. 
And he her Dieter. 

Certainly this Princefs had a moflfcecono- 
mical Education ; however fhe is to change 
her Situation, feem dead, be buried, and come 
to Life again, and hire herfelf to a new 
Matter.” 

to 
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To bring all this about, Skakeffear makes 
her drink a Potion, lefcmbling that of Juliet's 
in its EfFc&s ; this Potion is tempered by the 
Queen’s Phyfician, whom Ihe had defired to 
prepare her a Poifon. 

Pifanio being in the Queen’s Apartment 
when the Drug was brought in, looked ear- 
neftly at it, which the Queen observing, defir- 
ed him to accept of it, telling him it was a 
fine Cordial. 

The Phyfician, who is by, whifpers Pifanio, 
that the Queen having defired him to prepare 
her fomc mortal Poifon, he had given her a 
Drug, which would only make the Perfon 
that drank of it fall into a Sleep, refembling 
Death. 

One would think Pifanio was fufficiently 
warned, yet we find him giving this Drug to 
the Princefs when he left her in the Wood, af- 
furing her it was a rich Cordial given him by 
the Queen, and intreating her to drink fome 
of it when (he was fick. 

This Blunde r however produces a great 
many other Events ; Imogen thought to be 
dead, is buried by the young Forefters (who are 
her Brothers, though unknown) in the Wood. 

Cloten follows the Princefs with an Intention, 
as he declares, <c to ravifh Her, and then kick 
her back to Court," and is difguifed in th* 
Cloaths of Poflfiumusy though there is no other 
Reafon for his being thus difguifed, but only 
that the Princefs may afterwards fuppofe him 
Pojl humus when (he finds him dead. Being af- 
terwards killed by the Brothers of Imogen , one 
of them cuts off his Head, and buries him befide 
thefuppofed Youth. It 


Digitized by O.00Q le 



Sbake/pear Uluflralei. 165 

It may fecm a little (hocking for a generous 
young Man, a Prince, though he did not know 
afhimfelf, to cut off the Head of his Enemy, 
it ter having killed him ; but his Head muff be 
cut oft", or elfe how could Imogen mi flake him 
for her Lord? 

The Princefs awaking from her Trance, 
fuppofes (he is travelling to Milford- Haven, 
and cries, 44 Ods pittikens, is it fix Miles 
yet ?” recovering her Senfes perfectly, and 
feeing a headlefs Man lying near, dreff in the 
Cioaths of Pojlkumus , ihc laments over him, 
believing him to be her Hufband. 

This is indeed a very pathetic Diftrefs ; but 
what does the unhappy Hcirefs of Britain do, 
now (he thinks her Hufband is killed ? Why 
(he accepts the Port of Page to the Enemy of 
her Father and Country ; who, with a hotVile 
Army, is wafting the Kingdom, over which, 
by Right of Birth, (he is to reign. 

But why docs the Princefs difgrace her Sex 
and Dignity by accepting fo fcandalous an 
Employment ? Is it the Fear of Death from 
the Romans ? No, certainly there is no l'uch 
Thing threatened. 

Beudes, a Lady, fond to Diftraflion of a 
Hufoand whom (lie finds lying murdered by 
her, can hardiy be luppofcd fo attentive to 
her own Danger in thofe diftrefsful Moments 
as to provide fo cunnningly for her Safety. 

However, the Princeis, full of Do! pair as 
(he is, dreffes up a clever T-!e in a Trice; 
invents a Name for her m;’: T mcJ Huiband ; 
calls herfelf his Page; fay was ilain by 

Moua- 
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Mountaineers ; and exprcflcs her Fears that 
Ihe fhould never get fo good a Matter. 

Hereupon Lucius takes her to he his Page ; 
and her Highnefs goes oft* very well contented 
with her Situation. 

f It would be an endlefs Tafk to take Notice 
\ of all the Abfurdities in the Plot, and unnatti- 
\ ral Manners in the Characters of this Play. 

Such as the ridiculous Story of the King's 
two Sons being ftolen in their Infancy from the 
Court, and bred up in the Mountains of Wales 
till they were twenty Years of Age. 

Then, at their nrft Eflay in Arms, thefe 
Striplings flop the King’s Army, which is 
flying from the victorious Romans, oblige them 
to face their Enemies, and gain a compleat 
f Victory. 

j With Inconfiftcncics like thefe it every 
i where abounds ; the whole ConduCt of the 
l Play is abfurd and ridiculous to the laft De- 
i gree , and with all the Liberties Shakefpear has 
1 taken witKXime, Phce and Action, the Sto- 
j ry, as he has managecTTt, is more improbable 
than aJFairy Tale. 

As Mr. Pope obferves, little more than the 
Names in this Play is hiftorical. 

Hollingjhead fays in his Chronicle, “ that 
Cymbeline was in fuch Favour with Augujhis 
Cafar , whom he had ferved in the W ars, that 
he left him at Liberty either to pay or not to 
pay his Tribute, as he plcafcd which Cir- 
cumftance is thus ufed by Shakefpear . 

Auguflus 
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Auguftus fends to demand the Payment of 
the Tribute which had been, by the wicked 
Counfels of the K ing’s fecond Wife, negleCted : 
Cymbeline , according to the Queen’s Directions, 
refufes to pay it: Hereupon War is declared \ 
an Army of Romans comes into Britain 5; the 
King's v orces are put to Flight ; but being 
rallied, and led on again by two Boys in a nar- 
row Lane, they give the Romans a total De*- 
feat, and take their General Prifoner ; and 
after this Victory the King pays the Tribute 
which he had before fo peremptorily refufed* 



The 
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The ninth Novel of the third Day of 
the Decamerone of Boccaccio. 


a Nobleman of the Kingdom of 
France , named E friar d, Count 
of RouJJiUon , being of a weak 
and fick ly Conftitution, always 
kept a rhyfician, named Ge- 
rard de Narbonne> in his Houfe. 
This Count had one only Son, called Ber- 
trand ; he was extremely handlbme and of a 
fweetand gentle Difpofition ; the Count caufed 
feveral young Boys of his Age to be educated 
with him ; among whom there was alfo a little 
Girl, named Giletta* Daughter to the Phy- 
fician. 

This Girl loved Bertrand with a Tender- 


ijefs and Ardor very uncommon to one of her 
Age. 

The Count dying, left his Son under the 
Guardianlhip of the King 5 and his Majefty 
fending Orders for him to come to Paris , Gt- 
letta , whofe Affection encreafed with her 
Vot.I. I Years, 
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Years, remained in the utmoft Affliction at 
Roujjtllon 

Tnc Phyfician dying Toon after the young 
Count's Departure, Giletta would have Jet out 
for Paris to fee her beloved Bertrand 5 tut 
being a great Fortune, her Conduit was care- 
fully watched ; and not being able to find a 
reasonable Excufe for fuch a Journey, fhe was 
obliged for the prefent to quit her Defign. 

Growing now of Years fit to be married, 
her Relations propofed feveral Matches to her, 
which (he, without explaining the true Caufe, 
refufed , the fecret Paffion fhe had long felt for 
Bertrand gaining Strength by the Reports fhe 
bad continually heard of nis extraordinary 
i. Beauty and Accomplifhments, fhe refolved 
never to give her Hand to any other Man. 

But while fhe was languifhing with a hope- 
lefs Defire of feeing the Count, News came 
that the King of France was extremely ill ; a 
Swelling in his Stomach having been badly 
treated, had turned to a Fifhfaj and the An- 
guifh he felt from his Diftemper was encreafed 
by his Defpair of ever getting it cured 5 no 
Phyfician being found that was able to remove 
it, notwithftanding great Numbers had been 
tried, who had all left it worfe than before. 

The King, therefore, in the utmoft Def- 
pair at their bad Succefs, would no longer ad- 
mit of Advice or Afliftance. 

Giletta overjoyed at this News, thought 
fhe had now not only a good Excufe for go- 
ing to Paris , but if the King’s Diftemper was 

What 
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what fee believed it to be, there was alfo a 
Poflibilitv of gaining Bertrar.d for a Hufband. 

Her Father having discovered to her many 
valuable Secrets of his Art, fee made a Pow- 
der of a certain Herb, which fee had been 
taught by him was a Remedy for the Dif- 
eafe fee imagined the King was affii&ed 
with ; and privately getting a Horfe prepared 
for her, went immediately to Paris . 

Her firft Care after her Arrival was to gain 
a Sight of her dear Bertrand j and then pro- 
curing an Audience of the King, fee earneft- 
ly entreated him to let her look at the Swel- 
ling. 

The King feeing her fo young and hand- 
fome, could not refufe her Requeft ; as foon 
as fee faw it, fee immediately entertained 
Hopes of curing him, and faid, “ Sire, if you 
are willing, I truft in God I foall be able, 
without giving you much Pain or Fatigue, to 
cure you of this Diftemper in eight Days.” 

The King laughing at thefe Solemn Af- 
furances, replied, “ Since the greateft Phy- 
ficians in the World have not been able to cure 
me, how is it poffible a young Woman feould 
perform what was too difficult for them ; I 
give you thanks for your good Will, but I am 
determined never more to follow any Pre- 
fcription whatever.” 

Sire, replied Giletta , you defpife my Art 
becaufel am young, and a Woman ; I am not 
indeed a Phyncian $ nor is it by my own Know- 
ledge that 1 pretend to cure you j but by the 
Help of God, and the Knowledge of Gerard 
I 2 de 
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de N or bonne i who was my Father, and when 
he was alive, a celebrated Phyfician. 9 ’ 

The King, being moved with thefe Words, 
began to reafon with himfelf in this Manner : 
This Woman, perhaps, is fent by Provi- 
dence for my Relief ; ought I not, at leaft, to 
try what {he can do? efpecially fince {he fays 
{he will cure me in a little Time, and that too 
without much Pain Then having taken his 
Refolution, he faid, c f But, Damfel, if after 
having made me break through my Refolves, 
you do dot cure me, what Punifiunent are you 
willing to fubmit to ?” 

“ Sire, anfwered Giletta^ make me be care- 
fully guarded, and, if after the Expiration of 
eight Days, I do not cure you, fentence me 
to be burnt ; but if Xdo cure you, what fhall 
be my Recompence V* 

€C You feem to me, faid the King to be {till 
unmarried; if you perform what you have prb- 
l mifed, I will give you a rich and honourable 
\ Hutoand” 

< €C Truly, Sire, faid Giletta , I am very well 

f leafed with your Defign of marrying me ; but 
muft be at Liberty to name my Huiband, and 
no Perfon whatever,exccpt thofe of the Royal 
Blood, muft be refufed me.” 

The King agreed to her Requeft imme- 
diately, and promifed her it Ihould be punctu- 
ally complied with. 

Giletta , thereupon, began to adminifter her 
Medicine, which {he purlued fo happily, that 
before the Time prefixed, {he reftored him to 
Health. 

The 
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The King feeling himfelf perfectly cured, 
faid to her, 44 Damfel, you have well gained 
vour Hufband.” M Then, Sire, flie replied, 
I have gained Bertrand \ Count of RouJJttktt , 
whom 1 began to love in my Infancy, and 
have ever fince loved with the moll ardent Af- 
fe&ion. 

The King thought her Demand very high, 
but as he had given his Promife he was refolved 
not to break it, and ordered Bertrand to be 
called; to whom he faid ; 44 Count, you are 
now grown a Man, and perfected in all the 
Accomplifhments of a Nobleman ; it is my 
Will, therefore, that you fiiould take upon you 
the Government of your Country, and carry 
with you the Damfel I have given you for a 
Wife.” “ And who is that Damfel, Sire, 
replied the Count ?” 4 * That is fhe, faid the 
King, who with her Medicines has reftored 
me to Health.” 

Bertrand* as foon as he looked upon her* 
immediately remembered her ; and though her 
Perfon appeared to him extremely hand Come, 
yet, fenfible of the Difproportion of her Birth 
to his, he anfwered, with great Dildam^ 
44 What ! Sire, would you give me a female 
Quack for a Wife ?* God forbid I fhould 
ever be the Hufband of fuch a Woman.” 

44 Will you then, replied the King, make 
me break my Word with this young Maid, 
who demanded you for a Hufband in Reward 
for reftoring me to Health ? 

44 Sire, replied Bertrand) you may take 
away all I poflefs; and, by the Power you 
have over me, give me to whom you pleafe ; 

I 3 but. 
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but, it is certain, I never ihail be contented 
with fuch a Marriage.” 

“You will be happy, no doubt, replied the 
King; the Damfel is fair and wife; fee loves 
you ardently ; and I hope you will enjoy a 
more agreeable Life with her, than with a 
Lady of noble Birth.” 

Bertrand being filent, the King gave Or- 
ders to make great Preparations for the Nup- 
tials ; and when the determined Day came, 
Bertrand , though unwillingly, married Gi- 
letta in the Prefence of the King. 

The Ceremony over, the Count, having 
taken his Reiblution, defired the King’s Per- 
miffion to return to his Country, there to 
confummate the Marriage : The King grant- 
ing his Requeft, he mounted his Horfe, but 
inftead of going to Roujfillon went into Tuf- 
cany , and knowing that the Florentines were at 
War with the Republic of Sienna , he offered 
his Service to the firft, who received him 
gladly, paid him great Honours, and gave 
him the Command of a Regiment, with large 
Appointments, which prevailed upon him to 
continue in their Service. 

In the mean time, the new-married Lady, 
little pleafed with fuch a Difappointment, 
flattered herfelf, that by her prudent Behaviour, 
fee ftould be able to recall him; and being re-* 
ceived at Roujfillon with all the Honours due to 
the Wife of Count Bertrand , fee applied her- 
felf in the Abfence of her Lord to the Ma- 
nagement of his Affairs, which fee performed 
with fo much Solicitude and Diicretion* that 

all 
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all the People at RouffiHon were extremely 
pleafed with her wife Government, held her 
in the utmoft Efteem and AfFe&ion, and 
neatly blamed their Lord for his unkind Be- 
haviour to her. 

Having put every Thing at Roujftllon into 
exa& Order, fhe lent two Gentlemen to her 
Lord, whom file ordered to acquaint him, 
that if her Prefence was the Caufe of his Ab- 
fence from his Country, to make him eaiy, 
and to engage him to return, file would quit 
RouJJiUon for ever. To this Mefliiage the 
Count replied with great Harflinefs ; 

44 Tell her (he may do what fhe pleafes, 
and allure her that I am determined never to 
live with her as my Wife, till file ^ets this 
Ring which I wear on my Finger into her 
PoJIeflion, and has a Son begot by me in her 
Arms ; both which cannot pofhbly happen, as 
1 never intend to fee her more.” 

The two Gentlemen thought thefe hard 
Conditions, and after long foUiciting him ip 
vain to change his Purpofe, returned to the 
Lady, and related to her his Anfwer. 

The unhappy Giletta, greatly affli&ed at 
this Account, deliberated with herfelf a long 
Time on the Means (he ftiould ufe to accom- 
phfh thofe two Things, and retrieve her Huf- 
band. 

After much Thought, fhe at laft aflembled 
all the belt and wifeft of the Count’s Sub- 
jects, and in very moving Language relat- 
ed all fhe had done through her AffeCtion for 
the Count, his Difdain of her, his Unkind- 
nefs and obitinate Refolution never to live 
1 4 with 
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with her, and laftly, declared that (he was 
determined not to keep her Lord in perpetual 
Banifhment by her Stay at Roujfillan , but to 
retire and pafs the remainder of her Life in 
Pilgrimage and devout Works for the Salva- 
tion of her Soul; in treating them to take great 
Care of the Affairs of theCountry, and to fieni- 
fy to their Lord that fhe had quitted Rouj/JiUon* 
with a fixed Refolution never to return thither 
any more. 

While fhe was fpeaking many Tears were 
fhed by the good People to whom (he addref- 
fed herfelf, who all humbly in treated her to 
change her Refolution, ana continue among 
them ; but fhe was immoveable, and recom- 
mending them to God, took Leave of them. 

Then furnifhing herfelf with Money and 
rich Jewels, fhe fet out in the Habit of a Pil- 
grim, attended by a Chambermaid and one 
oF her Couiins, and took the Road to Florence , 
never flopping till fhe reached that City. 

Arriving there, fhe hired a Lodging in an 
Inn which was kept by a good Widow, and 
pacing for a poor Pilgrim, remained there in 
Hopes of hearing fomething about her Lord. 

She had not been long in the Inn when 
Bertrand happened to pafs by the Door on 
Horfeback, with a great Retinue. 

Giletta knew him immediately, but endea- 
vouring to fupprefs the Emotions his unex- 
peQed Sight gave her ; fhe took Occaiion as 
he pafled, to enquire of her Landlady hi* 
Name and Condition* 

Who 
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Who replied that he was a Foreigner, cal- 
led Count Bertrand , remarkable for his Po* 
litenefs and Affability, and added, that he 
was very much in love with a Neighbour of 
hers, a young Woman well born, and very 
virtuous, but fo poor that no one was willing 
to marry her ; and that her Mother being a 
difcrect, fenfible Woman, perceiving the 
Count’s Paffion for her Daughter, took great 
Care to preferve her from his difhonourable 
Attempts. 

The Countefs after enquiring and getting 
all the Information (he was awe from her 
Landlady, concerning this Woman and her 
Daughter, retired to reflect upon what (he 
had heard, and weighing well every Parti- 
cular Ciicumftance in her Mind, {he con- 
ceived a Delign of turning the Count’s Infi- 
delity to her own Advantage. 

But concealing her Intentions from her two 
Attendants, {he went privately one Day in 
her Pilgrim’s Hahit to the Houfeof her Rival, 
and eafily getting Admittance, found her 
Landlady had not mifreprefented the Condi- 
tion of thefe good People, whofe extream 
Poverty was very difcernible from every Thing 
about them. 

The Countefs on her Entrance faluted the 
Mother with great Civility, and defired the 
Favour of fome private Difcourfe with her. 

The Gentlewoman rifing, told her {he was 
ready to hear her, and led her into another 

I 5 Chamber** 
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Chamber, where as foon as they were feated, 
the Counted began in this Manner. 

<c My gQod Lady, I perceive that Fortune 
is as much your Enemy as mine, but if you 
are willing, *tis in your Power to give your- 
felf as well as me Confolation.” 

The good Woman replied, u that fhe de- 
fied nothing fo much as to procure her felf 
Relief, provided (he could do it honeftly.” 
“’Tis neceflary then, faid the Countefs, 
that I fhould rely on your Fidelity, but if you 
deceive me, you will ruin my Defign and hurt 
your own Intereft.” 

<c You may tell me whatever you pleafe 
with great Secrefy, replied the Gentlewoman, 
you mall never find me deceitful.” 

The Countefs then beginning her Story 
with her Love of Count Bertrand while {he 
was yet a Child ; purfued it through all its 
Circumftances till (lie brought it down to the 
prefent Time ; relating every Thing in fo af- 
fecting and artlefs a Manner, that the good 
Woman could not doubt the Truth of w r hat 
fhe faid, and began to have great Companion 
for her. 

€t *Tis only by your Means, added the 
Countefs, that I can accomplifli thofe two 
Conditions, upon which my Happinefs de- 
pends, if what I hear be true, that my Huf- 
band loves your Daughter.” 

“ I know not, Madam, replied the Gen- 
tlewoman, whether the Count really loves my 
Daughter, but I know that he makes great 
3 Profefiions 
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Profeffions of it 5 but what is it you would 
dciire of me ? how is it in my Power to ferve 
you ?” 

“ I will tell you, replied the Countefs, but 
firft you muft let me know how I fhall return 
the Obligation you are able to confer upon 
trie r 

“ I fee your Daughter is handfome, and old 
enough to be married, and by what I have 
heard, and now obferve, you keep her at 
Home for want of a Portion to marry her, I 
intend therefore to reward the Service you 
may dome, by giving her immediately as much 
Money as you (hall think neceflary to marry 
her honourably.” 

The good Woman, who was in great Ne- 
ceffity, was pleafed with the Offer, but being 
cautious and difereet, replied, 

<c Madam, tell me what it is you require 
of me, and if I can do it hcneftly I will, and 
you fhall afterwards make what Acknowledg- 
ments you pleafe.” 

“ You muft then, faid the Countefs, fend 
fome Perfon in whom you can confide to 
Count Bertrand , to let him know that your 
Daughter will confent to his Defires, but that 
in order to be convinced of the Truth of that 
Paffion he pretends for her, he muft fend by 
her Meflenger that Ring which he wears on 
his Finger, and that done, fhe will be ready 
to grant all he requires. 

This Meffage will certainly bring him to 
your Houfe, I will be concealed in your 
Daughter’s Chamber, and fupply her Place j 
I 6 perhaps 
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perhaps I may be fo fortunate as to prove with 
Child by him, and thus by your Afliltance,, 
hiving the Ring on my Finger, and a Child/ 
in my Arms begat by him, I may at laft ac- 
quire his Affe&ion, and prevail with him to> 
live with me for the future as his Wife.” 

The good Woman was at firft ftaitled at 
this Requeft of the Countefs’s, fearing her 
Daughter’s Reputation might fuffer if (he 
complied with it. 

But refle&ing that it would be a good Ac- 
tion to procure the Love of a Huiband to a 
Wife that deferved it ; fhe not only promifed 
the Countefs to perform all flie defired, but in 
a few Days fent a Meflenger with great Se- 
crefy to the Count, who hearing the Meflage,. 
notwithftanding he thought it hard to give 
away his Ring, complied with his Miftrefs’s 
Command, and came to her Appointment. 

Giletta being dextroufly conveyed into the 
Chamber inftead of the young Woman, the 
Count pafled the Night with her, retiring very 
early the next Morning for fear of giving any 
| Occafion for Slander j but he renewed his 
| Vifits every Night, always believing it was 
1 bis beloved Miltrefs who received him. 

The Countefs finding herfelf with Childs 
would no longer admit the nightly Vifits of 
her Huiband, and calling for her Benefa&refs, 
laid, 

<c Madam, I have (Thanks to God and 
your Afiiliance) accompiilhed what I defired, 

and 
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and it is now Time to know what I can do for 
you in Return.” 

The good Woman told her fhe might do 
whatihe pleafed, but that for her Part fhe de- 
fired no Reward for the Service fhe had done 
her, having only in her Opinion done what t 
fhe ought. 

The Countefsexpreffed herfelf pleafed with 
her modeft Reply, but infilled upon her naming 
a Portion for her Daughter. 

The Gentlewoman thus conft rained with 
great Hefitation and much Shame, afked a 
hundred Pounds. 

The Countefe feeing her Confufion, and 
admiring the Moderation of her Demand, 
gave her five Hundred Pounds in Money, and 
Jewels to the Value of five Hundred more* 
and taking Leave of the Mother and Daughter 
returned to her Inn. 

The good Woman, who was enriched 
greatly beyond her Expectations, fent Word 
to the Count to forbear his Vifits, and retired 
with her Daughter into the Country to fome 
of her Relations. 

Bertrand being informed that his Wife had 
left i R.ot'jfillon, yielded to the Defires of his Peo- 
ple, and went thither, which the Countefs 
hearing, was extremely pleafed, and refolved 
to ftay it Florence till fhe was brought to Bed. 

When the Time was expired fhe was de- 
livered of two Sons, both very like their Fa- 
ther, and as foon as fhe was able to bear the 
Fatigue of Travelling fhe left Florence , and 

caqie 
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came without being known by any one to 
Montpellier j there fherefted two or three Days, 
and then with her Children took the Road to 
Rouffillon . 

On her Arrival (he enquired after the 
Health of her Lord, and hearing that he was 
well, and was that Day giving a great Feaft 
to fome Noblemen and Ladies in his Palace, 
flic prefented herfelf in the Hall Where they 
were all aflembled, wearing the Habit of a 
Pilgrim, in which (he had left Rouffillon , and 
holding her two Sons in her Arms: Then throw- 
ing herfelf at the Feet of her Husband with 
Tears dreaming from her Eyes, (he faid. 

M My Lord, I am your unhappy Wife, 
who, abandoned by you, did notwithftanding 
apply myfelf diligently to the Management of 
your Affairs ; I have long wandered miferably 
about the World, and now come to demand 
you in the Name of God, fmee I have been 
able to accomplifli thofe two Conditions you 
propofed by the Gentleman I fent to you ; 
look on me, my Lord, and behold in my Arms 
not only one Son by you but two, behold 
likewife your Ring, and according to your 
Promife receive and acknowledge me for your 
Wife. 

The Count, who had liftened attentively 
to her, was ffruck motionlefs with Aftonifh- 
ment. He knew the Ring, and obferved the 
Children to be very like him, and wholly loft 
in the Perplexity into which thofe Accidents 
had thrown him, he alked her how it could 
be? 

The 
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The Countefs then, to the great Amaze- 
ment of her Lord and all who were prefent, 
related eveiy Circumftance that had happen- 
ed to her fince her Departure from RouJJtllon . 

Bertrand being convinced of the Truth 
of what (he faid, was ft ruck with her Per- 
feverance and Wifdom, and gazing on the 
Children, which he knew by their Refem- 
blance to him to be his own, mindful of the 
Promife he had made her, and moved with 
the Remonftrances of the Ladies and Gentle- 
men that were with him, and the Intreaties 
of his People, who all conjured him to re- 
cejve and acknowledge her, his Obftinacy at \ 
laftjgave Way, 

He raTfed the Countefs from her Knees, 
embraced her tenderly, acknowledged her to 
be his lawful Wife, and the Children fhe 
brought with her his Sons. And then giving 
Orders for her being dreft according to her 
Rank and Fortune, palled the reft of that 
Day and many others following, in Feafting 
and rejoycing, to the great Satisfaction of all 
the People in RouJJtllon . 

From this Time he always lived with her 
as his Wife, efteemed and honoured her for her 
Virtues, and loved her with the greateft De- 
gree of Tendernefs. 


CXSCAS 
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Observations on the Ufe Shakefpear hat 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Comedy of 
All’s Well that ends Well. 


The Fable of All’s Well that ends Well. 

JDERTRA A /, the young Count of 
RouJJillony having loft his Father, is left un- 
der the Guardianftiip of the King of France , 
who fends Orders for him to come to Court. 

Helena , the Daughter of a famous Phyii^ 
cian, lately deceafcd, being violently in Love 
with the Count, refolves to follow him to 
Paris. 

The old Countefs of Roufftllon , Mother to 
Bertram , who is very fond of Helena , being 
informed that (he was in Love with her Son, 

5 [ueftions her about it, which after fome eva- 
lve Anfwers, fhe at laft confefies, and alfb 
acknowledges her Intention to go to Parity to 
offer her Service to cure the King, who was 
fick of a Fiftula, which by his Phyficians was 
pronounced incurable. 

The Countefs permits her to go, and the 
King, after many Intreaties, fubmits to make 
Ufe of her Medicine; which effeils his Cure. 

Helena before the Trial obliges the King to 
promife, that if he was reftored to Health by 

her 
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her Applications, he would give her her Choice 
of a Hufband among thofe Pcrfons he had a 
Right to difpofe of. 

Accordingly when the Cure is compleated, 
flie demands Count Bertram . 

The King orders him to marry her 5 he re- 
fufes on account of the meannefs of her Birth ; 
the King infiding upon his Obedience, Bertram 
atflad complies, and feemingly with great Wil- 
lingnefs, but when the Ceremony is performed, 
declares to a Confident that he hates his new 
Wife, and is determined never to live with 
her, but will go to the Wars in lufeany to 
avoid it. 

He then fends a flattering Mefiage to 
Helena , and defires that fhe will take Leave 
of the King immediately, and give him to 
underdand that this fudden Parting proceeds 
from her own earned Inclinations to be gone. 

Helena complies with this Injun&ion, and 
meeting her Lord, he excufes his Abfence 
for two Days to her, gives her a Letter to 
carry to his Mother, and bids her haden to 
RouJJUlon. 

She departs, and he having thus got rid of 
her, deals immediately to Florence . 

The old Countefs of Rouffillon is extremely- 
enraged at the Contents of her Son’s Letter, 
which informs her that he is determined never 
to live with his new Wife, and a Billet 
is delivered to Helena alfo, Upon her Ar- 
rival at RouJfiUon % containing thefe Words. 
<c When thou cand get the Ring upon my 
Finger, which never (hall come off, and 

(hew 
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flrew me a Child begotten of thy Body that I 
am Father to, then call me Hufband, but in 
fuch a then I wrijte never.” 

Helena in Defpair at this cruel Epiftle, and 
defirous that her Prefence might not banifh her 
Lord from RouJJillon , fteals away at Night, 
leaving a Letter for her Mother-in-law, in 
which fhe informs her that fhe is gone a bare- 
foot Pilgrimage to St. Jaquet , entreats her to 
recall her Son from the Wars, and declares, 
^ that Ihe is going to embrace Death to give 
him Freedom;” however, {he flops at Flo~ 
rence y meets with a Widow, whofc Daughter, 
Dianay the Count was in Love with, and 
prevailing upon thefe two Women, by large 
Sums of Money, to afiift her in her Defign 
upon her Hufband, fhe fupplies Diana’s Place 
in the Aflignation fhe had made by her Advice 
with the Count, and gets the Ring which he 
had prefented her in her own Pofleffion, giving 
him in Return another which fhehad received 
from the King. 

A feigned Account ofhpr Death, confirmed 
by the Re&or of the Place where fhe died, 
being carried to RouJJillon , the old Counteft 
fends the News to her Son, entreating him to 
return, which he does immediately ; and the 
King, being then at RouJJillony pardons the 
Count for his unkind Ufage of Helena , whofe 
Lofs he feems greatly to regret, and the 
Daughter of an old Lord, named Lafeuy is 
propofed to him for a fecond Wife. 

Bertram eagerly embraces the Propofal, de- 
claring he had been violently in Love with 

the 
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the young Lady, which was the Caufe of htt 
Contempt for Helena 

The Match being concluded on, Lafeu de- 
fires his intended Son-in-law to give him fome 
Token to fend his Dauhgter; upon which the 
Count prefents him with the Ring he had re- 
ceived from the fuppofed Diana. 

Lafeu immediately recolle&s that he had 
feen that Ring upon Helena's Finger, and the 
King looking at it, immediately declares that 
it was the fame he had given her at parting. 

Bertram allures them they were miflaken { 
that the Ring never was Helena's , but thrown 
to him from a Window in Florence by a Lady 
who was in Love with him. 

The King, alarmed by thefe Falfboods, 
entertains a Sufpicion that Bertram had mur~ 
dered his Wife, and fends him to Prifon. 

In the mean Time Helena 9 finding herfelf 
with Child, rides port with the Widow and 
her Daughter to Marfeilles^ where lhe had been 
informed the King was. 

On her Arrival the is told the King is at 
Roufftllon \ and meeting with a Gentleman 
belonging to the Court, who was going there, 
fhe delivers a Petition to him, entreating him 
to prefent it to the King ; the Gentleman prcr • 
roifes to do fo, and Helena and her Afiociates 
follow him to Roufftllon . 

The Gentleman arrives with the Petition 
juft as the Count is carried ofF guarded, and 
the King receiving it reads it aloud ; it is 
figned Diana Capulet ; who accufes the Count 
of having debauched her at Florence under a 
Promife of Marriage when his Wife died, the 

Performance 
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Performance of which foe now claims, Helena 
being dead; and entreats the King would 
oblige him to do her Juftice; the Count is 
brought again into the King’s Prefence, and 
Diana and her Mother appear to make good 
the Charge againft him; which he denies, and 
calls his deihed Diana a common Strumpet. 

Diana then produces the Ring which he 
had given Helena , when foe met him in her 
ftead ; and claims the other which the Count 
had declared was thrown to him from a Win- 
dow, and fays that foe gave it him in Bed ; 
foe Count then acknowledges the Ring was 
her’s ; the King, who knew it was the fame 
he had given to Helena , afks her if it was her’s ; 
foe provokes him by her evafive and contra- 
di&ory Anfwers, and he orders her to be car- 
ried to Prifon. 

Diana delires her Mother to get Bail for 
her, and immediately Helena appears, and 
tells her Lord foe had accomplifoed both the 
Conditions he had impofed on her ; gives him 
back his Ring, and declares foe is with Child ; 
upon which Bertram promifes to love her for 
foe future dearly ; and the King takes upon 
himfelf the Care of providing Diana with a 
Hufoand, and paying her Portion. 

Sbafie/pcar, in his Comedy of All's Well 
that Ends Well 9 has followed pretty exa&ly 
foe Thread of the Story in the foregoing 
Novel, 

He has made Ufe of all foe Incidents he 
found there, and added feme of^ hi s own , 
which poflibly may not be thought liny Proofs 

either 
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either of his Invention or Judgment, fince, af 
the Tame Time that they grow out of thofe he 
found formed to his Hand, yet they grow like 
Excrefcences, and are equally ufelefs and dis- 
agreeable. 

The fuppofed Death of Giletta , as fhe is 
called in the Novel, or Helena , as fhe is named 
in the Play, is wholly an Invention of 
Shakefpear ; yet it produces nothing but a few 
Ambiguities in the Dialogue, which are far 
from entertaining, and a bafe Sufpicion of 
the Count’s having murdered her, which he 
bears with a Tamenefs unbecoming the Cha- 
racter of a brave Soldier and a haughty No- 
bleman. 

The Cataftrophe of the Story, though the 
fame in the Play as the Novel, yet is very 
differently conducted in each : 7 here is more 
Probability in the Incidents which lead to it 
in the Novel, and more Contrivance in thofe 
of the Play. 

The Reconciliation between the Count and 
his Lady is very natural and affecting in Boc - 
cace; in Shakefpear it is loft amidft a Croud 
! of perplexing and, in my Opinion, uninte- 
refting Circumftances. 

f ^ , I The Character of the Heroine is more exalt* 

v !.x< ' A' I ed in the Original than the Copy. 

In Boccace we fee her, after her Marriage 
and the cruel Flight of her Hufband, taking 
the Government of the Province in her own 
Hands, and behaving With fo much Wifdom, 
Prudence and Magnanimity, as acquired her 
the Love and Efteem of the People, who all 
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murmured againft the Injuftice of their Lord 
in not being ienfible to fo much Merit ; nor 
does flie endeavour to procure his Affe£Hon by 
a Stratagem, till flie has given Proofs that {he 
deferved it. 

Sbakefpear {hews her opprefled with Def- 
pair at the Abfence of the Count, incapable of 
either Advice or Confolation ; giving unne- 
ceffary Pain to the good Countefs her Mother- 
in-law (a Character entirely of his own In- 
vention) by alarming her with a pretended 
Defign of killing herfelf, and by fome Means 
or other, which we are not acquainted with, 
gets the Rector of the Place, to whom {he had 
vowed a Pilgrimage, (which by the Way {he 
docs not perform) to confirm the Report of 
her Death. 

After having accomplished her Defign of 
bedding with her Hufband and procuring the 
Ring, {he rides Poft to Marfeilles with the 
Widow and her Daughter, on Purpofe to ex- 
pofe her beloved Hufoand toThe King’s Re- 
fentment, and the Contempt of all the 
Courtiers who were prefent ; by making Diana 
complain to the King of the Count’s having 
debauched her under a Promife of Marriage 
when his Wife was dead. 

After {he has thus expofed the Frailties of 
her Hu{band, {he has the Cruelty to Suffer him 
to be accufed of Having murdered her, and in 
Gonfequence of that Accufation, feized and 
impriioned by the King's Order. 

The 
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Thfc Difcovery of her Plot is attended with 
none of thofe affe&ing Circumflances we find 
in the Original. 

1 After having made him endure fo much 
I Shame and Affliction, fhe haughtily demands 
t his AffeCtion as a Prize (he had lawfully won. 

In Boccace fhe kneels, fhe weeps, the per- 
fuades; and if fhe demands, fhe demands with 
Humility. 

In Shakefpear fhe is cruel, artful, and info- 
lent, and ready to make Ufe of the King's 
Authority to force her Hufband to do her Jut 
j tice. 

The Character of Helena being thus ma- 
naged in the Play, Shakefpear _ has with 
Art, made the old Countefs (who is an 
amiable Character) bear Witnefs to the Vir- 
tues of Helena ; for other wife we fhould not 
have difeovered. them ; we muft therefore take 
her Word for it, that her Daughter-in-law is 
wife, gentle, prudent and virtuous; for, ex- 
cept her extreme Cunning, fhe has nothing 
ftriking in her CharaSer ; and, except her 
Perfeverance, nothing amiable. 

It is indeed furprizing, that Shakefpear , as 
he has followed fo exactly the Copy of Boccace , 
fhould deviate from him fo much in the Cha- 
racter of the two principal Perfons in his Play, 
whom, at the fame Time, he intends as well 
as the Novel ill to make happy* 

The Count fuffers rather more in his Hands 
than the Lady; in the Novel his greateft Fault 
is flying from a Woman he had married, and 

taking 
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taking a Refolution never to live with her, but 
upon Conditions he himfelf was determined 
to render impoflible. 

Yet this Behaviour admits of much Ex- 
tenuation : The Woman he had married was 
forced upon him by the abfolute Authority 
of the King ; her Birth was greatly inferior to 
his ; her Perfon had not attra&ed his Atten- 
tion; he had no Inducement to love her ; on 
the contrary, he had great Reafon to be of- 
fended with her for forcing herfelf, ungenerouf- 
ly as he thought, upon him. 

Her Behaviour indeed after his leaving her 
merited his Affe&ion ; but he was then in love 
with another Woman, and incapable of liften- 
xng to the J>i&ates of his Reafon ; and when 
he does yield to acknowledge her for his Wife, 
he yields to the Force ofConvi&ion ; he loves 
her becanfe he is perfuaded fhe merits it, and 
accordingly that Love is pure and lafting. 

In Sbakefpear , when the King offers her to 
him for a Wife, he refufes her with great 
Coarfenefs and many contemptuous Expref- 
fions; yet upon the King’s exerting his Au- 
thority, meanly fubmits, and contradi&s his 
former avowed Sentiments. 

After his Marriage, he declares his con- 
tinued Hatred for her to his Friends, yet con- 
defeends to diflemble unworthily with her to 
get rid of her. 

In Florence he attempts to corrupt a y~ung 
Woman of good Family and Reputation, and 
fucceeding as he imagined, openly boafts of 
it. 

Vol.I, K Upon 
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Upon the News of his Wife’s Death, of 
which he thinks himfelf the Caufe, he expref- 
fes great Joy ; and without taking Leave of 
the young Woman he fuppofes he has de- 
bauched, haftens back to RouJJillon . There a 
Marriage being propofed to him with the 
Daughter of an old Courtier, he accepts it im- 
mediately ; declaring his Paffion for that young 
Lady, which he durft never reveal, was the 
Caufe of his Hatred to Helena . A very im- 
probable Tale ; becaufe his Quality fet him 
above a Refufal from any Lady ; and he is rc- 
prefented to be paffionately in Love at Flo- 
rence. 

But to go on ; when Diana , his Florentine 
Flame, prefents, by the Contrivance of his 
Wife, a Petition to the King, informing him, 
that the Count had debauched her by a Promife 
of Marriage, and then cruelly ftole away from 
her, the Count denies the Charge, and is bafe 
enough to defame the Woman he had ruined, 
calling her a common Creature and infamous 
Proftitute ; and, in the Courfe of his Exami- 
nation, invents feveral ridiculous Lies. 

Upon the Appearance of his Wife, he ac- 
knowledges all ; meanlvbegs Pardon of both ; 
and promifes to love nis Wife for the fu- 
ture dearly. 

It is not eafy to conceive a. Reafon why 
Sbakefpear has thus mangled the Characters of 
Boccace \ when, except in a few trifling Cir- 
cumtfances, he has fo faithfully followed the 
Story. 
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It was not neceflary to make Helena lefs 
amiable, or the Count more wicked in the 
Play than the Novel, fince the Intrigue in both 
is exactly the fame 5 and certainly he has vio- 
lated all the Rules of poetical Juftice in con-^ 
during, by a Variety of Incidents, the two 
principal Perfons of the Play to Happinefe.; 
when they both (though with fome Inequali- 
ty) merited nothing but Punilhment. 
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vvu ■' v\^v* '•' V'W* vw* 


*fhe \ Tbirty-fixth Novel of Banddlo. 
Volume the Second. 


HEN the Imperial City of 
was taken and facked b j 
the united Arms of Spain and 
Germany , a rich Merchant of 
EJi 9 named Ambrogio^ was taken 
Prifoner among the reft of the 
Inhabitants, This Merchant, by a Wife who 
was lately dead, had two Children, a Boy and 
a Girl, both, beyond all Imagination beau- 
tiful, and fo like each other, that when they 
were both drefled in Boy’s or Girl’s Cloaths, 
it was difficult to know the one from the 
other ; fo that the Father himfelf, who for his 
Diverfion often tried the Experiment, was ex- 
tremely puzzled to diftinguifh them. 

Ambroghy who loved them with great Af- 
fe&ion, fpared no Expence in their Educa- 
tion, but caufed them to be taught every Thing 
that was fit for their Birth and Fortune. 

K 3 At 
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At the Time that Rome was lacked, they 
were about fifteen Years of Age. 

Paohj fo was the Boy called, was taken 
Prifoner by a certain German , who for his 
great perfonal Valour was held in high Efteem 
by his Nation. 

This Man having taken feveral other Pri- 
foners of confiderable Rank, drew large Sums 
for their Ranfom ; his Share of the Plunder 
had alfo been very great, having got a large 
Quantity of Gold and Silver Plate, many 
rich Jewels and Cloaths 5 fo that being very 
well fatisfied with his Gain he left Rome , ana 
went to Naples , taking with him his little 
Captive Paolo , whom he loved and treated 
like his own Son. 

The twin Sifter of Paolo , who was called 
Nicuola , fell into the Hands of two Spanijh 
Soldiers, and Fortune was fo favourable to her, 
that upon her telling them fhe was Daughter 
to a very rich Man, they treated her with 
great RefpeCt, in Expectation of receiving a 
confiderable Sum for her Ranfom. 

Ambrogioy through the Favour of fome 
Neapolitan Friends who were in the Spantjb 
Troops, avoided Captivity, and had alfo an 
Opportunity given him of concealing the great- 
eft Part of his Treafurein a fubterraneous Vault, 
but what remained in his Houfe was pillaged. 

This Lofs he bore with great Indifference, 
Grief for his Children’s Captivity, and his 
Endeavours to find them, taking up all his 
Thoughts, 

After 
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After a diligent Search he at length found 
Nicuola, whom he redeemed for five Hundred 
Ducats, but all the Methods he could ufe tp 
difcover where Paolo, was proving ineffectual, 
he began to fear he was killed- 

This Apprehenfion filled him with exceffive 
Affliction, and no longer able to ftay in Rome> 
which continually renewed in his Mind the 
Remembrance of his loft Son, he returned to 
Eft , the Place of his Birth, and fatisfied with 
the Riches he poffeffed, quitted Merchandize 
ing entirely- 

In this City there dwelt a rich Merchant 
named Gtrqrd Lanzttti , whofe Wife being 
lately dead, and he through his Intimacy with 
Ambrogio, having frequent Opportunities of 
feeing the charming Nicuola, fell violently in 
Love with her ; his own advanced Age, ana the 
extream Youth of Nicuola , did not prevent him 
from demanding her in Marriage of her Fa* 
ther, ifTuring him at the fame Time that he 
would take her without any Portion- 

Ambrogio had too much Underftanding, 
not to be fenfible that fo unequal a Match 
Could be productive of no good Confequences ; 
yet to avoid offending the old Lover, he would 
not give him an abfolute Denial, but put him 
off, by faying he had ftill Hopes of recover- 
ing his Son, and could not think of parting 
with Nicuola till he heard fome News of her 
Brother- 

In the mean Time the Fame of Nicuola 9 % 
extraordinary Beauty fpread through the whole 
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City of E/tj her Charms was the Subje& of ge« 
neral Converfation. When (he went abroad tbe 
People gathered in Crouds to gaze on her, and 
the nobleft Youths in the City were continu- 
ally paffing before her Windows, in Hopes of 
gaining a momentary Sight of her. 

But he who was moft afliduous in watch- 
ing for Opportunities to fee her, was a young 
Gentleman, named Lattantio Pucciniy lately 
come to the Poffeflion of an immenfe For- 
tune, by the Death of his Father and Mo- 
ther. 

The diligent Attendance of this Youth be- 
fore her Windows, at laft attracted theOb- 
fervation of Nicuola , who being charmed 
with the Gracefulnefs of his Perfon, and flat- 
tered by his conftant Afliduities, (hewed her- 
felf frequently at her Window, and with be- 
witching Smiles and encouraging Glances, 
endeavoured to allure him that (he was pleafed 
with his Paflion, which Lattantio perceiving, 
thought himfelf the happieft Lover in the 
World. 

Nicuola , who found an irreliftible Sweetnefs 
in thofe new Defires that had taken Pofleflion 
of her young Bofom, opened her whole Soul 
to the infinuating Paflion, which grew at laft 
to fuch a Height, that Life was infupportable 
to her unlefs flie faw him every Day. 

Lattantio , no longer able to' content himfelf 
with beholding his beautiful Miftrefs at a Dis- 
tance only, was endeavouring to procure the 
Means of fpeaking to her in private, when 
fome urgent Affairs zdYxngJnibrogio to Romey 
where he propofed to Hay feveral Months, he 

was 
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was unwilling to leave Nicuola to the Care of 
Servants, and therefore took her to Fabriano , 
and left her with a Brother ol* his who had a 
Wife and Family. 

Nicuola’ s Departure from Eft was fo fud- 
den and unexpe&ed, that (he had no Time 
to inform her Lover of it, fo that he hearing 
her Father was gone to Rome , fuppofed he had 
taken her with him, and remained for fome 
Time extremely difconfolate. 

Abfence however producing its ufual Ef- 
fe&s, fo weakened the Idea of Nicuola in his 
Mind, that an accidental Sight of the fair 
Catella , Daughter to Gerard La rivet ti^ entirely 
crazed the Remembrance of Nicuola , and he 
rcfigned himfelf wholly up to the Influence of 
this new Charmer. 

Nicuola on the contrary grieved beyond 
Meafure, at not having been able to inform her 
Lover of the Place to which fhe was hurried, 
pafled her Time in Sighs, Tears, and Com- 
plaints. 

The rigid Aufterity of her Uncle, who 
kept her always in his Sight, made it impof- 
fible for her to fend a Letter or MefTage to 
Lattantio\ fo that this Reftraint adding a fret- 
ful Impatience to her Grief, fhe thought every 
Hour of Abfence a thoufand Years, and 
wearied out by continual Anxiety and reftlefs 
Wifhes, flie fell into a deep and fettled Melan- 
cholly, which not all the tender Confolations 
of her Coufins, who thought it was occafion- 
ed by the Abfence of her Father, could re- 
move. 

K 5 In 
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In this Manner {he languifhed feveral 
Months, at the End of which her Father left 
RorrUy and pafling by Fabriano called for his 
Daughter, and returned to Eft \ 

Nicuola left Fabriano with as much Joy as 
a Soul long tortured in Purgatory feels at quit- 
ting it for Paradife^ feeding her Imagination 
with the Tranfports her Return would give 
her raviflied Lover, and enjoying by Antici- 
pation the exquifite Pleafure of an Interview 
after fo tedious an Abfence. 

But on her Arrival at EJi> thefe pleafing 
Expe&ations were all changed to the moft 
racking Jealoufy. Report informed her that 
Lattantio was fallen in Love with Catella r, 
and this cruel News was confirmed by his 
lhocking Indifference towards herfelf, for he 
took no more Notice of her than if he had 
never feen her before. 

Nicuola now abandoned herfelf entirely to 
Defpair, the Infidelity of Lattantio was ten 
Times more infupportable than his Abfence 
had been, and fo low was the unhappy Beauty 
reduced,* as to endeavour by repeated Letters 
and Meflages to recall herfelf to his Re- 
membrance, but thofe proving all ineffectual, 
{he refolved to die, unlefe by Tome Means yet 
untried, {he could recover the Heart of her 
ungrateful Lattantio . 

While Nicuola was thus confuming with 
an almoft hopelefs Paffion, Ambrogio found it 
neceflary to take another Journey to Rome y 
and as his Daughter was unwilling to go a 
fecond Time to her Uncle's at Fabriano , he 
3 placed 
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placed her till his Return in a Monaftery, 
where one of her Coufins, named Sifter Cam- 
milla Btjpiy was profeffed. 

This Convent was formely in great Repu- 
tation for San&ity, but Nicuola had been there 
but a fliort Time before the diforderly Be- 
haviour of the Nuns gave her great Difguft. 
Their Converfation, inftead of turning upon 
the holy Lives of the Fathers, their Piety, 
their Abftinerice, and good Works, were in- 
temperate, loofe, and profane : Love was the 
Bufinefsof their Lives ; they were not afham- 
©d to difcover their Intrigues to each other, 
but would even boaft of their fcandalous Ap- 
pointments. Inftead of Fading and Prayer, 
they indulged themfelves in the moil delicate 
Repafts and fiothful Eafe. Inftead of wearing 
Shifts made of Hare-fkin next their Bodies, 
they wore Linen of the higheft Prices, adorn- 
ing themfelves with the richeft Silks and moft 
expenfive Ornaments, heightening their na- 
tive Beauty with all the Embellilhments of 
Aft, and not fcrupling even to make Ufe of 
Paints, Wafhes, and Eftences,to fupply the 
Defeffs of Nature. 

Thus adorned, and praftifing all the allur- 
ing Artifices of loofe Curtezans, they wafted 
whole Days in Difcourfes with the young 
Rakes of the City, who fpent the greateft 
Part of their Time at the Grate of their Con- 
vent. 

Nicuola , extremely fcandalized at the inde- 
cent Behaviour of the Nuns, often regretted 
her being placed in their Monaftery, and 
finding no Alleviation of her Griefs amongft 
K 6 fach 
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fuch difagreeable Companions, (he gave her- 
fell up to her fecret Di (content. 

It happened one Day when Sifter Camilla 
was with her, that fome body told that Nun, 
Lattantio , who often came there on account 
of Linens and fine Works which he em- 
ployed thofe Nuns to make, wanted her at 
the Grate. 

Camilla went immediately, without taking 
Notice of Nicuola ' s Diforder, who no fooner 
heard the Sound of that Name than her fair 
Face and Bofom was all overfpread with a 
glowing Red, which in a Moment changed to 
an a(hy Palenefs, and though her trembling 
Limbs were fcarce able to fupport her, yet im- 
pelled by an eager Defire to fee again that 
much loved Face, and hear the dear Sound of 
his Voice, (he crept to a little Place, where 
unfeen herfelf, (he might both hear and fee 
her faithlefs Lover. 

This Practice (he continued as often as (he 
had any Opportunity, and one Time when 
(he was thus employed, (he heard Lattantio 
complain to Camilla of his ill Fortune in lof- 
ing a Page, who had ferved him three Years 
with the utmoft Exactnefs and Fidelity. 
The Youth he told her was juft then dead of 
a Fever in his Houfe, which gave him great 
Concern, becaufe he defpaired of ever get- 
ting another as faithful and afFe&ionate as he 
had been. 

When he was gone, Nicuola reflecting up- 
on this Incident, it came into her Head to dif* 
guile herfelf like a Boy, and ferve her Lover 

in 
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in the quality of a Page, but not knowing 
how to procure a Habit neceflary for her De- 
fign, (he remained for fome Time in more 
Difcontent than ever. 

At length (he took a Refolution to acquaint 
her Nurfe with this new Scheme which Love 
had infpired, and if poffible engage her Affift- 
ance in executing it. 

Phillippa , for that was the Name of her 
Nurfe, loved Nicuola with as much Tender- 
nefs as if (he had been her own Child, and 
being defired by Ambrogio when he left Efi y 
to fee his Daughter very often, and to take 
her when (he had an Inclination to her own 
Houle 5 (he never failed to vifit her at the Con- 
vent every Day, and the Nuns, with whom 
Ambrogio had left Directions for that Purpofe, 
permitted Nicuola to go out with her when- 
ever (he defired it. 

To this good Woman Nicuola hadentrufted 
the Secret of her Paffion for Lattantio , and 
flattering herfelf that her Tend ernefs for her 
would make it eafy to engage her Affiftance 
in a Scheme that her whole Soul was now 
bent upon accompli(hing, (he fent for her one 
Day, and difdofing her Defign, earneffly con- 
jured her to afford her the Means of exe- 
cuting it. 

Phillippa , after having for a long Time 
in vain endeavoured to diffuade her from an 
Attempt fo dangerous to her Reputation, at 
laft confented to her Delire, and taking her to 
her own Houfe, furntfhed her with a Suit of 

Cloaths, 
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Cloaths, which had belonged to her own Son, 
a Boy about J Nicuola 9 s Age, who died a few 
Months before, and thus equipt (he went to 
the Street where her Lover lived. 

Chance affifting her Defign, brought Lat - 
tantio to the Door of his Houfe, juft as Nicuol * 
entered the Street, which (he obferving, af- 
fumed the Air and Manner of a poor Stran- 
ger juft arrived, gazing at every Thing fhe 
faw, and wandering backwards and forwards, 
as if at a Lofs what Place to go to. 

Lattantio ftruck with the Appearance of fo 
genteel and pretty a Youth, ftood ftill for 
fome Moments obferving him, and fuppofing 
the poor Boy might pofiibly want a Service, 
he made a Sign to him as he paffed by to ap- 
proach. 

Nicuola accordingly came forward, and 
Lattantio being ftill more pleafed with him on 
a nearer View, afked him his Name, and 
whether he was born in Eft . 

<c My Lord, replied Nicuola , my Name is 
Romu/oy I was born in Rome^ and loft my Fa- 
ther when the City was taken, my Mother 
died many Years before; I attended a Noble- 
man as his Page, who was mortally wounded 
when the City was facked, and beca'ufe I wept 
and lamented his Misfortune, two Spantjh 
Soldiers beat me cruelly, and left me in a 
miferable Condition.” 

“ If thou' art willing to ferve me, faid 
Lattantio y I will take thee to be my Page f , and 
treat thee in fuch a Manner that thou {halt 
have no Caufe to complain of thy Condi- 
tion.” 

« My 
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** My Lord, replied Romulo , I accept your 
Offer with great Willingness, and defire no 
other Recompence for my Services than what 
you (hall judge they deferve. 

Romulo accordingly entered that Day into 
his new Employment, in which he acquitted 
himfelf with fo much Diligence and Polite- 
nefs, that in a few Days he entirely gained 
the Favour of his Matter, who no longer re- 
gretted the Lofs of his former Page, but 
thought himfelf the happieft Man in the 
World, in the Attendance of fo genteel and 
fo faithful a Servant. 

Romulo was now clad in an elegant Livery* 
and finding his Services agreeable to his Matter, 
and bleft with his Sight and Converfation 
every Day, he would not have changed hi* 
Condition for a Place in Paradife. 

It has been faid before, that Lattantio was 
enamoured of Catella y the Daughter of 
Gerard Lan%etti y Nievola’s old Lover. 

This young Lady obferving Lattantio paC- 
fing every Day before her Windows, and by 
his Looks and Actions endeavouring to (hew 
the Violence of his Paflion for her, always 
looked upon him with great Complacency, 
though her Heart was as yet wholly infenfible 
of the foft Power of Love, fo that Lattantio 
endeavoured in rain by repeated Letters and 
MeiTages to prevail upon her to take fomeRe- 
fohition in his Favour. 

The artful Fair-one, though fhe was not 
difpofed to return his Love, yet being pleated 

with 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



208 Shakefpear Ulujlrated . 

with his Afliduities, would not entirely de- 
prive him of Hope, but while fhe carefully 
avoided coming to any Explanation with him, 
by her encouraging Looks and Smiles (he kept 
his Hopes alive, and encreafed his Defire. 

The extream Avarice of her Father, notwith- 
ftanding his great Riches, was the Caufe that 
Catella had all the Opportunities fhe could 
wifli to indulge her coquet Difpofition, for 
Gerard kept only three Domeftics in his 
Houfe. 

One of thefe was an old Woman, who 
hardly ever ftirred from the Fire-fide, another 
a Lackey, who always went abroad with him ; 
the third a young Maid-fervant, who being 
bribed by Lattantio> left the young Lady the 
Liberty of fhowing herfelf at the Window as 
much as fhe pleafed, and every Day brought 
her a Letter or Meflage from Lattantio . 

The unhappy Lover finding all his Sollici- 
tations hitherto fruitlefs, conceived a Defign 
of fending Romulo to intercede for him, hop- 
ing from a Form and Youth, fo engaging, 
and an Addrefs fo infinuating, to induce her 
to make fome Return to his ardent Paffion. 

Accordingly giving his Page the neceflaiy 
Inftru&ions, he ordered him immediately to 
go to the Houfe of Catella. 

Poor Romulo received this Commiffion with 
a breaking Heart, and haftily quitting his 
Matter’s Prefence, ran to his good old Nurfe 
to acquaint ho: with this new Misfor- 
tune. 

Oh, 
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Oh ! Mother, cried he, throwing himfelf 
on her Neck all drowned in Tears, I am re- 
duced to the laft Diftrefs, Fortune not con- 
tented with the Mifery I indure in being Wit- 
nefs to the continual Sighs of my perjured 
Lattantio for Catella , has ordered it fo, that 
I, tortured as I am with Love and Jealoufy, 
muft follicit this happy Rival to yield to the 
Addrefles of my Lover ; was there ever, my 
dear Mother, a Deftiny fo cruel as mine ? If 
this hated Embafly fhould be curft with Succefs, 
if I fhould indeed be fo wretched to gain my 
Rival for Lattantio , there will be no other 
Remedy for my Woes but Death, for it is 
impoflible I fhould endure Life and behold my 
Lattantio in the Arms of another. 

Advife me, aflift me, my dear Mother, in 
this deplorable Extremity. Alas ! I hoped by 
my Fidelity and Services, to have made my- 
feff fo dear to Lattantio , that when I difco- 
vered myfelf to him, the Greatnefs of my 
Love would induce him to take Compaffion 
on me, and reftore me to the Pofleffion of 
thatHeart that was mine before it was Catella's , 
but how have I deceived myfelf ! he thinks, he 
talks of nothing elfe but Catella ; perjured 
Man, fhe only is the Objefl: of his Wifhes, 
and I am utterly abandoned. Unhappy me, 
what fhall I do when my Father comes home* 
if he fhould difcover what I have done, will 
he not kill me with his own Hands ? certainly 
he will, for what can I fay in Excufe for my- 
felf ? Help me ! oh help me ! my dear Mother, 
tell me what I fhall do to avoid the Mifery 
with which I am threatened ? 

PbiHippM 
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PbiUtppa was fo moved with the Tears 
and Complaints of this her dear fofter Child* 
that for fome Time fhe could do nothing but 
weep. Recovering herfelf atlaft* youaucmy 
Advice, my dear Daughter* faid fhe, alas ! how 
often have I given it you in vain* when in 
difcourfmg to me of your unhappy Love, I 
forefaw, and would have prevented the fatal 
Confequence of it ? 

Now then I befeech you pay more regard 
to my Council ; refume your own Drefs, and 
either remain with me or go back to the 
Monaftery, and I will take care your Adven- 
ture (hall never be known to your Father ) 
Yis poffible he may return foon to J E/i* and I 
would not for all tne Wealth in the World he 
fhould difcover you in this Drefs, the Confe- 
quence would be fatal to both you and me. 

Quit then this dangerous Scheme, my dear 
Nicuchy you fee Lattantio is every Day more 
enamoured of Catella % and you labour in 
vain to recal his AfFe&ion. Why will you 
hazard your Life and Honour in fo hopelefs 
an Enterprize ? All the Reward you can ex- 
pert for this unworthy Servitude is eternal In- 
famy both to yourfelf and Family. Nor is 
this all ; your Father may perhaps facrifice 
your Life to the Honour of your Houfe, 
which he will think you have difgraced ; how 
mean, how unwortny is it for one of your 
Sex, your Birth and Education, to perfift in 
loving one who defpifes you ? to follow one 
who flies from you ? Ah, when I was of your 
Age I was never guilty of fuch Weaknefs, I 

was 
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was purfued, I did not purfue, I fcorned ethers, 
but was not fcofned myfelf: Colled your fcat- 
tered Reafon, my dear Daughter, quit all 
Thoughts of this ungrateful Man, and place 
them on one more worthy your Affedion, 

There are many noble Youths in this 
City who would eftcem it a Happinefs to gain 
you for a Wife ; but if your Adventure (hould 
be difcovered, depend upon it, you would find it 
very difficult to get a Hu (band ; how are you 
fure Lattantio has not already difcovered you, 
and in Contempt of your Weaknefs means to 
take fome Opportunity of making you fub- 
fervient to his loofer Pleafures ? Oh ! my A7- 
cuola y beware in Time, (lay here with me, 
and fhun all the Dangers which threaten your 
Innocence, your Reputation and your Life.” 

Nicuola liftened attentively to her Nurfc’ft 
Difcourfe ; and when (he had ended it, flood 
for fome Moments fixed in Thought, then 
fighing deeply cc My dear Mother, faid (he, I 
acknowledge that your Advice is juft and rea- 
sonable i but, alas ! I am incapable of follow- 
ing it ; fince I have done (o much, I will fee 
the End happen what will. 

I will go to Catella , and perform my Com- 
mifiion, and fee whether I am able to prevail 
with her : Lattantio has yet had only general 
Anfwers from her* perhaps (he may refufe 
him: God, who knows my Heart, knows 
that I only defire to poffefs Lattantio with Ho- 
nour: Providence, perhaps, will at length 
favour my blamelefs Paffion : In the mean 
time, I will call here every Day, and acquaint 

you 
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you with every thing that happens to me; and 
if my Father fhould come home fuddenly, we 
muft provide in the belt Manner we can for 
the Honour of our Houfe ; it is, perhaps, as 
great a Degree of Folly to anticipate Evil by 
Apprehenfions, as to indulge one’s Self in a 
blind Security.” 

Romulo then embracing the good old Wo- 
man, who, filently grieved at the Obftinacy 
fhe could not cure, went away, and arrived at 
Catella’ s Houfe juft as her Father, attended 
by his Lackey, went out. 

Catella y $ Maid being at the Door, he in- 
formed her that he was fent by Lattantio with 
a MeiTage to her Lady, and defired her to 
procure him Admittance to her. 

The Girl, (hewing him into a ground Par- 
lour, ran up ftairs to her Miftrefs, and, out 
of Breath with Joy, cried, ct Oh ! Madam ! 
Lattantio has fent his beautiful Page, whom 
you have fo often admired, to (peak to you.” 

Where is he ? interrupted Catella impa- 
tiently; and being told by the Maid that (he 
had ventured to bring him into the Houfe, 
and that he was waiting for her in the Par- 
lour ; Catella with eager Hafte ilew to him, 
and entering the Room, was fo aftonifhed 
with a nearer View of that miraculous Beauty 
which had charmed her at a Diftance, that 
for fome Moments (he doubted if fhe was not 
in the Prefence of an Angel. 

Romulo , making her a low Reverence, de- 
livered the MeiTage his Matter had fent. 

Catella 
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Catella heard him with an inconceivable De- 
light, not becaufe the Purport of his Words 
pleafed her, but the Sound of that enchanting 
Voice conveyed an unufual Tranfport to her 
Heart; loft in lilent Admiration, fhe ftood 
contemplating the lovely Form before her, 
while her foft Bofom heaved with, till then, 
unknown Defires ; then breathing an ardent 
Sigh, and darting a Glance at him, which bet- 
ter than the moft expreflive Words ex- 
plained the tender Paflion which had taken a 
full and abfolute Pofleflion of her Soul : “ Why, 
Oh lovely and too dangerous Youth, faid fhe, 
why do you hazard thus your Life by coming 
tomeonfuchaBufinefs? Alas ! if my Father 
fhould return and find you here, the Confe- 
quence would be fatal both to you and me.” 

Romuky who had well obferved herpaffion- 
ate Looks, the Changes of her Colour, and 
the interrupting Sighs that made her Words al- 
moft unintelligible, was perfuaded (he had 
entertained a Paffion for him, and pleafed be- 
yond Meafure at this happy Accident, he af- 
fumed more Earneftnefs in his Looks and 
Voice. 

44 It is fit. Madam, faid he, that a Servant 
fhould in all Things obey the Will of his 
Mafter ; and dangerous as this Embafly is, yet 
I undertook it willingly at his Command, 
who has a Right to all my Obedience $ fend 
me not away then I conjure you. Madam, 
without a favourable Anfwer; but have 

Companion 
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Compaffion on my Mafter, who loves you 
with the moft ardent Paffion imaginable." 

Catella fuffered him a long Time to folicit 
her in this Manner, without making him any 
Anfwer; when at laft, feeing him about to leave 
her, and vanquilhed by the irrefiftible Force of 
her Paffion: w Oh ! Heavens! cried fhe, in 
a languishing Voice, what you defire of me, 
charming Youth, I cannot grant; you your- 
felf make it impoffible : Alas ! by what En- 
chantment have you thus robbed me of myfelf ?” 
You divert yourfelf. Madam, at my Ex- 
pence, replied Romulo ; I am no Enchanter, 
and have pra&ifed no Arts upon you ; all I 
want is to prevail upon you to let me carry 
my Mafter fome agreeable News, who cannot 
live if you continue thus inexorable ; fpeak. 
Madam, will you allow me to give him< 
Hopes that you will relent ?” 

Cctella continuing filent, Romulo , bowing 
with a difcontented Air, moved towards the 
Door; when fhe, rouzed by that A&ion, 
and no longer able to reftrain herfelf, haftily 
fnatched his Hand, and lifting up her fine Eyes 
to Heaven, c< Gh ! cried fhe, in a faultering* 
Voice, to what am I reduced!” then fixing 
them with a paftionate Look on his Face, 
w No Man in the World but you, faid fhe,' 
could have made me thus forget what I owe to 
myfelf ; I love you, charming Youth ; I can- 
not live unlefs you return my Paffion ; leave, 
a Servitude fo unworthy of you, and be the 
Lord of me and all I have: I afk not to know 
your Birth or Fortune ; mine can fupply the 
Disadvantages of both ; all I require of you is 

to 
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to quit the Service of Lattantio , whom I can 
never love, and from this Moment will never 
give a favourable Glance to, and devote your- 
fclf entirely to me.” 

Romulo y finding the Bufinefs would go on as 
he wifhed, after fome further Difcourfe with 
CatiUay promifed her to be wholly guided by 
her Will ; affuring her he would always moil 
gratefully acknowledge the Honour and Hap- 
pinefs to which (he raifed him ; but at the 
fame Time earneftly entreated her to aft with 
all imaginable Caution in the Affair between 
them, to prevent its coming to the Know- 
ledge of Lattantioy who, if he difcovers my 
good Fortune, added he, will not fail to fa- 
crifice me to his Revenge. 

Catella promifing to follow his Advice im- 

S , Romulo killed her Hand with a re- 
1 Tendernefe, affuring her he would 
fee her very foon again, and then went home, 
where he found his Mafter waiting for him 
with an anxious Impatience. 

Romulo then told him, (i that he was 
obliged to wait a long Time before he could 
procure Admittance to Catella , whom he 
found highly incenfed againft him, as well on 
Account of the fevere chiding fhe had juft 
then fuffered from her Father for encouraging 
liis Love, as becaufe fhe had been informed 
that he had formerly loved a young Lady of 
that City very paflionately : I ufed my utmofl 
Endevaours, added Romuloy to remove this Suf- 
picion from her Mind, but all in vain ; and fhe 

difmiffed 
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difmifled me with an Aflurance that (he would 
never fee you more.” 

Lattantio was extremely affli&ed at this fad 
News ; he made his Page repeat feveral times 
all the Arguments he had ufed to Catella in his 
Favour, and afterwards entreated him to take 
another Opportunity of fpeaking to her on the 
fame Subject. 

Romulo promifed to do all that lay in his 
Power for him : The next Day the difcon- 
tented Lattantio pafling through the Street 
where his Miflrefs lived, in hopes of feeing 
her, Catella , who was at her Window, no 
fooner efpied him {landing oppofite to it, than 
darting a dreadful Frown at him, {he haflily 
withdrew, leaving him overwhelmed with 
Grief at this Confirmation of his Misfortune. 

The unhappy Lover returned to his Houfe, 
and {hutting him felf up in his Chamber with 
Romulo , began to lament his unfortunate Def- 
tiny ; and being greatly mortified at the con- 
temptuous Treatment he received from Catel - 
la> he broke into Invectives and Reproaches 
againft her. 

Romulo feeing his Mailer moved as he de- 
fired, began to reafon on the fantaftic Effe&s 
of Love , and purfuing his Difcourfe, “ How 
often does it happen, faid he, that a Man be- 
comes violently enamoured with a Lady who 
repays his Pafiion with Indifference and Dif- 
dain ; and, while he confumes away in hope- 
lefs Wiflies for her, fome unhappy Fair-one 
languiflies in Secret for him.” 

Your 
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<c Your Obfervation is very juft, returned 
Lattantio y and the fame Thing has happened 
to myfelf : Some Months ago I was beloved 
by one of the moft beautiful Virgins in this 
City, who was lately come from Rome ; I per- 
ceived her Paflion, and I returned it with the 
moft ardent Affection ; but (he left the City, 
and I could not difcover to what Place fhe was 
gone. 

tc In the mean time I happened to fee this 
haughty Beauty, whofe Charms took fo abfo- 
lute Poflelfion of my Heart, that all Remem- 
brance of the other was totally erafed. 

u The Fair-one I had abandoned returned to 
Efty and by Letters expoftulated with me on 
my Infidelity, and tenderly endeavoured to 
recal my Affe&ion ; but I was fo wholly en- 
grofled by my Paffion for the ungrateful Ca- 
tilla) that I never took any Notice of her re- 
peated Complaints.” 

“Ah! my Lord, replied Romulo , Love 
has well revenged your Injuries to Love; Ca- 
tella by her Difdain of you repays without de- 
figning it your Infidelity to one who gave you 
her Heart without Referve; and it is poflible 
the unhappy Maid you have abandoned waftes 
her Days in fruitless Wifhes, and loves you 
ftill though hopelefs of ever being beloved 
again.” 

“I know not that, laid LattantiO) but it is 
certain I did once love her with a moft ardent 
AfFe&ion, for flie was beautiful as an Angel ; 
and Catella) (ah ! how Cruelty has altered her ) 
Gatella compared to her is all Deformity ; to 
fay the Truth, added Lattantio , looking fixed- 
Vol.L L ly 
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]y on Rcmuhj thy Face has fo.ftrong/ a Re- 
femblance of the charming Nkuohtsj that if 
thou wert dreffed like a Woman I fhould fwear 
thou wert (he herfelf ; thy Age and hert Ibc- 
lieve are little different; but I think fhc is 
fomething taller than thee : Butwhydolthus 
trifle ? Let us fpeak again of that, fair Devil, 
whom in fpite of myfclf I cannot banifh from 
my Thoughts : Tell me, Romulo , haft thou 
Courage enough to folicit her once more on 
my Account ?” 

<c I will do all I can for you, replied R&- 
mulo ; and though I was fure of perifhing in 
tbe Attempt, I would return to her again and 
pjead for you.” 

But here, we muft quit for a while the uit* 
faithful Lover and his di/guifed Miftrefs, to 
relate what happened to Paolo the loft Bro- 
ther of Nicuola . 

His Mafter, the German^ having turned all 
the rich Moveables he had got at the facking 
of Rome* into Money, prepared to leave Na- 
ples, and return to his own Country ; when ho 
was fuddenly feized with a violent Fever, of 
which he died in a few Days ; having by his 
Will left Paolo Heir of all his Wealth. 

Thefortunate Paclo> now free, and in Pof- 
feflion of a large Fortune, having caufed his 
Patron to be honourably interred, took Poft 
for Rome ; and there enquiring for his Father, 
was told, he was gone to Eft y whither he alfo 
went. 

But inftead of going direflly to his Father’* 
Houfe, he alighted at an Inn* and leaving his 

Baggage 
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]Bagttge to the Care of his Servants and his 
Hdlr, he went out alone, and took his Way 
to thfe Street where his Father lived ; happen- 
ing to pafs by the Houfe of Gerardo Lanzetti, 
Catella being as ufual at her Window, fpied 
him, and fuppoling him to be Romulo, was 
greatly furprized at his walking on without 
taking any Notice of her. 

Her Father not being at home, (he ordered 
hei: Maid to run after him and tell him (he de- 
fired to fpeak with him : The Girl did as (he 
was directed ; and overtaking Paolo , c< Sir, faid 
Hit, come back immediately 5 my Lady ex- 
peftsyou” 

Paolo , by this Requell, and the Girl’s fa- 
miliar Manner of accofting him, fuppofed he 
was miftiken for another rerfon, and refolved 
within himfelf to fee who this Lady was ; and 
beginning to fufpe£t that (he was fome Curte- 
zan ; “ I will fee the End of this Adventure, 
thought he, and try my Fortune ; but the La- 
dy will be deceived if (he thinks to get much 
Money from me; I will give her but half a 
Crown at the moft.” 

At the fame Moment that Paolo, conduced 
by the Maid, arrived at the Door of the 
Houle, Gerardo appeared at the Head of the 
Street : The Girl feeixtg him, turned haftily 
to Paob, <c Oh, Sir, faid (he, there i3 my 
Mailer yonder ; walk hereabout, he will not 
day long, when he goes out again 1 will come 
and let you know. ** 

Paolo accordingly went away, having firlfc 
taken good Notice of the Houfe that he might 
know it again* 

L 2 The 
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The Girl, as foon as he was gone, ran in 
and (hut the Door, without being perceived 
by Gerardo , who, walking leifurely, as old 
Men do, gave her Time enough ; and ar- 
riving at his Houfe, knocked at the Door, and 
was let in by the Girl, highly pleafed that he 
had not difcovered her. 

Paolo , who {laid at a little Diftance to ob- 
fcrve the old Man, had a Glimpfe of Catella , 
who was ftanding at a Window, and was 
charmed to a Degree of Rapture with her 
Beauty. 

His Thoughts being now wholly engroffed 
by this fair Unknown, he walked penfively on 
to his Father’s Houfe, and feeing the Windows 
Ihut, he enquired of a Shopkeeper where Am- 
brogio Nanni lived, who told him he had not 
been feen in EJi for feveral Months paft. 

Paolo then returned to his Inn, languifhing 
with an eager Defire to fee again the Fair-one 
that had charmed him: But doubting left 

there might be (ome Danger in the Adventure, 
he refolved to take one of his Servants with 
him when he went to fee her again. 

In the mean time Ambroglo returned, as has 
been related, and Gerardo going cut of his 
Houfe met him * and alt^r he had welcomed 
him to Ejt, added, “ A.nbrogio^ you are come 
in good Time, for I am weary of Delays, and 
am determined to know ut once whether you 
will give me your Daughter or no ?” 

You fee, anfwered Ambrogto , that I am 
but juft arrived $ we Ihall have Leifure enough 

to 
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to talk of this Affair when I have a little re- 
covered the Fatigue of 'my Journey.” 

While the two old Men were talking in this 
Manner, Ambrogio on Horfeback, Gerardo on 
foot, Romu/o, who was going to Catella , en- 
tered the'Street, and feeing her Father returned, 
y an away terrified almoft otit of her Senfes, 
and went to her Nurfe’s Houfe. 

“ Oh, my dear Mamma, faid (he, out of 
Breath with Fear and Hafte, my Father is 
come back ; what (hall I do ?” 

“ I will go to him, repied Philippa , and in 
the mean Time do you put on your own 
Cloaths, and do not ftir from hence till my 
Return.” 

Nicuola , now no longer Romulo , having 
refumed her own Drefs, Philippa went to 
Ambrogio , who had juft demounted and was 
entering his Houfe. 

The old Woman faluted him with a chear- 
ful Countenance, exprefling great Joy at his 
fafe Return : Ambrogio having thanked her, 
enquired for his Daughter. 

“ I faw her this very Morning, faid the 
good Nurfe, and ftaid a great while with her 
in the Convent : How the dear Child will be 
tranfported to hear of your Arrival ! I had her 
frequently at my Houfe during your Abfence, 
fometimes (he has ftaid with me four or five 
Days together: Trulyfheisa fine Girl, and 
works admirably well with her Needle : With 
your leave, Sir, added fhe, I will go to the 
Convent and inform her of your Return, and 
carry her to my Houfe, where fhe may ftay a 
L 3 few 
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few Days till your’s it put in order to receive 
her.” 

Ambrogio confenting, the old Woman took 
her Leave ; but before ihe went home, Ihe 
called at the Convent to fettle Matters with 
filler Camilla, who being a perfeft Miftrefs of 
Intrigue, ihe affured Philippa that Nicuola'* 
Abfence from the Convent fhould do her no 
Hurt, for ihe would punctually follow all her 
Directions. 

Philippa , very well fatisfied with her Suc- 
cefs, returned home, where Nicuola impatient- 
ly expeCted her ; ihe defired her to compofe 
herfelf for all was now fafe ; and then related 
diftin&ly all that had pafled, and told her ihe 
was at Liberty to go home the next Day to 
her Father, or to flay with her for fome 
Days ; Nicuola chofe the latter ; and being 
now freed from her tormenting Apprehen- 
fions of being difeovered to her Father, ihe 
gave a Loofe to her Grief on Lattantio'* Ac- 
count ; her Paflion feemed to gather new Fire 
from the Difficulties which oppofed it, and ihe 
refolveci to acccmpliih her Deflres or die. 

PhiLppa combated thefe Thoughts with all 
the Reafon ihe was Miftrefs of; drawing Ar- 
guments from her Defpair to induce her to 
forget Lattantio: “You may be now con- 
vinced, faidihe, that Lattantio loves Catella 
with inexpreffibje Ardour, and will never think 
of any other Woman, and in a ihort Time 
no Doubt will aik her of her Father in Mar- 
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l< Ah ! this is what I dread, replied Nicuo- 
la* weeping ; Oh ! fpiteful Fortune ! my Fa- 
ther^ fudden Return has broke all my De- 
fign; I had- conceived Hope , and with Rea- 
fon too, of putting Lattantio into fuch Dif- 
grace with Catella that (he would fooner con- 
tent to marry a Moor than him; but my Fa- 
ther’s unlucky Return has ruined me.” 

€i Ruined you ! interrupted Philippa* fay 
rather that his Return has prefer ved you from 
Ruin ; if it be true what you have told me 
concerning Catella' $ Fondnefs for you, I fore- 
fee nothing but Shame and Mifery can attend 
the Profecution of your Defigns : Had you 
gone back to her again, the fhamelefs Wan- 
ton would by fome Means or other have cer- 
tainly difcovered your Sex; and the Confe- 
quence would be eternal Infamy to you; ftnce 
being perfuaded herfelf you was the Strumpet 
of Lattantio * (he would perfuade the World 
to believe you fo too.” 

“ That {he fhould believe me the Miftrefs 
of Lattantio* replied Nicuola , is what my 
Wifhes aimed at ; yet this could not have hurt 
my Character; for though {he difcovered my 
Sex, {he had no Opportunity of knowing my 
Name and Family, and Lattantio would have 
appeared fo treacherous and ungrateful to her, 
that (he would never again have endmed him 
in her Sight.” 

Philippa could not be convinced by thi 3 
falfe Reafoning of Nicuola* s: “ Set your Heart 
at Reft, my Child, faid {he ; for no human 
Arts can change the Decrees of Providence : 
L 4 If 
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If it be the Will of God that Catella fliould be 
the Wife of Lattantio , all your Artifices to 
prevent this Union will be fruitlefs : Quit this 
hopelefs Enterprize then, and attend to your 
real Happinefs ; you are young, beautiful and 
rich ; your Brother Paolo , poor Youth ! is 
certainly dead, or elfe, in all this Time, we 
lhould have had fome Accounts of him 5 by 
his Death (God reft his Soul) if you behave 
well, you will inherit your Father’s whole 
Eftate ; with this blooming Youth, this beau- 
tiful Perfon, and thefe. great Riches, do you 
imagine you can want the AddrelTes of many 
noble Youths, among whom you may fix 
upon one more lovely than Lattantio V* 

While Philippa and Nicuola wafted the 
Time in thefe Kinds of Difcourfes, Paolo em- 
ployed his in walking before the Windows of 
Catella in Hopes of feeing her again ; and Lat- 
tantio, who ftaid at home impatiently, ex- 
pecting the Return of his Page, faw the Night 
approaching with great Surprize, not know- 
ing to what Caufe he fliould attribute his long 
Stay. 

He paflfcd the whole Night in the moft tor- 
menting Sufpence, fearing fome Misfortune 
had happened to the Youth whom he tenderly 
loved on Account of his Fidelity, the Sweet- 
fiefs of his Manners, and the exad Attention 
with which he waited on him : Nor was Ca- 
tella free from a reftlefs Inquietude; fhe 
loved Romulo with extreme Ardour, and wifhed 
for nothin? To much as to be united to him for 
ever. 

Nicuola) 
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Nicuola, whofe ardent Paffion rendered her 
incapable of tailing the foft Bleflings of Sleep, 
fpent the Night in fighing and talking of Lot - 
tantio to her Nurfe, whom fhc would not fuffer 
to take any more Repofe than herfelf. 

The Morning now approached, and Lat- 
tantio not feeing Romulo appear, rofe in great 
Agitation of Mind, and went about the Town 
feeking him, and enquiring of every one 
whom he thought could give nim any Intelli- 
gence of him. 

While he was thus employed, a Shopkeeper 
who had liftened to the Defcription he gave of 
the Perfon and Drefs of his loft Page, in- 
formed him that he faw fuch a Youth go into 
the Houfe of an old Woman, named Philip - 
pa, who lived near the great Church. 

Lattantio, thanking the Man for his In- 
formation, accepted his Offer of fhewing him 
the Houfe ; and knocking at the Door, Phi- 
lippa opened a Window, and allced him what 
he wanted ? “ Good Woman, faid Lattantio , 
with your Leave, I fhould be glad to fpeak ten 
Words to you.” u Oh ! a hundred, replied 
Philippa , who knew him, and was almoft out 
of her Wits with Surprize and Joy; then 
clofing the Window, fhe told Nicuola who 
Was below, and ran down haftily to let him in. 

Lattantio entering the Houfe, was feated by 
the good Woman in a Place where Nicuola 
could hear and fee all that paffed ; Lattantio 
then obliging Philippa to fit near him, thus be- 
gan: u My good Woman, it may appear 
L 5 ft range 
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ftrange to you that I, who have never don 
you any Favour or Kindneis, fliould come to 
demand both of you; however, I depend fo 
much upon your good Senfe.and Benevolence, 
for which you are in very high Efteem, that I 
will freely require a Favour of you, and doubt 
not but to be obliged by your Compliance: 
Without more Ceremony then, tell me, I be- 
feech you, for what Caufe a young Boy, of a 
moft beautiful Perfon, dreft in white, with a 
gold Taffel on his Cap, came and fecreted 
himfelf yefterday in your Houfe ? as I am in- 
formed. You muft know, my good Philippa^ 
that this Boy is my Page, for whom I have a 
great Affe&ion, which he deferves on Account 
of the Readinefs and Fidelity with which he 
has always obeyed my Commands : I fent hirh 
abroad yefterday on fome particular Bufinefs, 
and I have never feen him fince ; and being 
told, as I faid before, that he came here, t 
am come to defire you will reftore him to me 
again, or tell me at leaft for what Caufe he ha* 
left me V* 

“ My Son, replied the old Woman, I thank 
you for your good Opinion of me, and for 
having deigned to honour my poor Habita- 
tion with your Prefence, an Honour, which 
indeed I have for fome time ardently wifhed 
f r, having fome particular Bufmels to dif- 
courfe with you upon ; and fince you have 
been pleafed to give me this Opportunity, I 
will make Ufe of it: But firft as to the Ques- 
tion you afked me concerning your Page ; I do 
aifure you I can give you no Account of him ; 

there 
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there is no Boy in my Houfe, nor have I feen 
fuch an one as you defcribc any where here- 
abouts.” 

c< You fufpe& perhaps, interrupted Lattan - 
thy that I intend to chaftife my Page for not 
returning home laft Night ; but upon my Ho- 
nour I have no fuch Defign; therefore do not 
conceal the Truth, but tell me for what Rea- 
fon he ftaid away ?” 

“ Upon the Faith of a Chriftian, faid Phi- 
lippa , neither Man or Boy was in this Houfe 
yefterday $ and I am forry I cannot anfwcr 
your Demand ; I would do it very willingly 
if I was able.” 

Lattantio here breathing a deep Sigh, Phi- 
lippa looked earneftly on him ; 44 Thefe ar- 
dent Sighs, faid (he, and this reftlcfs Anxiety 
on Account of your Page, might perfuade 
any other Perfon that you loved him too well 5 
but I have often heard that you loved a very 
beautiful young Lady, fo that I cannot eafily 
believe you to be an Enemy to W omen.” 

44 Would to Heaven, replied Lattantio , 
paflion at ely, that I did not love, I fhould be 
the happieft Man in the World : Yes, my 
good Philippa , you have been truly informed ; 
there is a young Lady in this City whom I 
love more than my own Soul Thefe Words 
he accompanied with a profound Sigh 5 Tears 
at the fame Time falling faft from his Eyes, 
notwithftanding all his Endeavours to reftrain 
them, 

L 6 Philippa 
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Philippa feeing him fo foftened, thought 
fhe had now an Opportunity to fpeak more 
fully to him : 44 I know well, my Son, faid 
flie, in a Toothing Accent, that an unfortunate 
Lover is the molt unhappy Being in the World; 
no Grief is equal to that of loving without 
being beloved again ; this is your Cafe, and 
my ooul melts with Companion for you.” 

44 How do you know this fo certainly ? in- 
terrupted Lattantio ” rouzed to Attention by 
her Words. 

44 Enquire not how I came to know it, re- 
plied fhe, it is fufficient that I do know you 
love and are not beloved ; and feme Months 
ago you loved a Lady more beautiful than 
your prefent Millrefs, who returned your Paf- 
fion with equal W armth ; now at this very 
Moment I am convinced fhe languifhes and 
dies for you, ungrateful as you are, and you 
no longer preferve the leaii Remembrance 
of her.” 

44 I know not that, anfv/ered Lattantio*, 
though you may perhaps, for methinks you 
are perfe&ly well acquainted with my Affairs y 
tell me then, I befeech you, by what Means 
you know the Lady I love at prefent beftows 
her Affection oh another 

44 I do not think it neceffary to anfwer that 
Queltion, replied Philippa , and you mull 
pardon me if I tell you that you are juftly 
punijhed by the Difdain of one Lady for your 
Infidelity and Ingratitude to the other y and 
happy will it be for you if your Punifhment 
fiops here;” 

44 Ah * 
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€C Ah ! poor NicuoUty added fhe, railing 
her Voice, lovely and unfortunate Maid! 
what haft thou not done to recall the Affe&ioin 
‘of this unfaithful Mail ?. but all in vain ; while 
he, infenfible of thy Charms, and unmoved 
by thofe Proofs of unalterable AffeCtion which 
thou haft given him ; follows the haughty Ca - 
tella with a reje&ed Love, and meanly fues 
to one who hates and defpifes him.” 

The Youth, loft in Amazement at hearing 
■all thefe Particulars from one whom he thought 
had been an abfolute Stranger to him, gazed on 
her in Silence, not knowing what to anfwer. 
While Nicnola flood trembling in her Con- 
cealment, her Heart beating with anxious Ex- 
pectation, Fear and Hope taking Poffeflion of 
her Soul by Turns. Philippa expecting Lat - 
tantio* s Reply, continued filent; and he re- 
covering a little from his Surprize and C011- 
fufion, beholding her with an earneft Look 
thus fpoke : 

“ Since you are fo well acquainted with 
my Affairs, Philippa , I will fpeak freely and 
at large to you.” 

“ 'Tis true* I was once enamoured of 
Nicuola Nanniy and I have fome Reafon to 
think fhe had alfo- an Affe&ion for me. She 
left this City with her Father, and I could ne- 
ver difcover to what Place fhe went, and in 
the mean Time I faw this fair Devil Catelia y 
the Daughter of Gerardo Lanzettiy whom I 
have loved paffionately ever fince ; for fome 
Time fhe received my Addreffes favourably,but 
within thefe few Days her Behaviour has been 

wholly 
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wholly changed ; I fent my Page to her 
with a Mcflage Ycfterday, but he never re- 
turned to bring me an Anfwer, fo I have at 
once loft all Hopes of gaining theObjed of 
my Affeftions, and am abandoned by a Ser- 
vant for whom I had a great Efteem. ” 

<c Had he returned, and informed me that 
Ihe was refol ved to perfevere in her unjuft Dif* 
dain, I would have endeavoured to conquer 
my Paffion, and difpofe myfelf to love one 
to whom my Services would be more accepta- 
ble $ for indeed I am convinced it is a great 
Degree of Madnefs to follow one who flies 
from me, and to love a Woman who is re- 
folved never to return my Paffion.” 

“ I am glad you are grown fo reafonable, my 
Son, faid the good Woman, but pray anfwer 
me truly to one Queftion : If Nicuola , whohi 
you once loved, fhould continue ftill to love 
you in fpite of your Infidelity, with a moft 
ardent Affe&ion, what would (he deferve 
from you ?” 

“ Truly Philippa , replied Lfittantio , in that 
Cafe flic deferves that I fhould love her more 
than myfelf; however it is impoffible that fhe 
lhould continue to love me, feeing that I hive 
injured her fo bafely ; not only in abandon- 
ing her for a Perfon far lefs amiable than her- 
felf, but in never returning any Anfwer to 
many Letters which (he fent me ; fo that I 
muft appear to her the moft ungrateful of 
Mankind.” 

“ Notwithftanding all this, replied Philippa , 
(he loves you ftill, loves you with an unfhaken 

Conftancy* 
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Conftancy ; and often in Confidence bas fhe 
declared to me, that fhe not only did lovje 
you with. as.much Violence as ever, .but would 
<;onti£ue to do fo while fhe lived.’* 

0h! it cannot be, interrupted Lattantio^ it 
is impoffible, why fhould you endeavour to 
deceive me ?” 

44 I do not deceive you, replied Philippa , X 
can give you convincing Proofs of what I 
fay, Nicupla loves you more than ever; for 
you fhe forfookher Father’s Houfe, for you 
lhe forgot the Delicacy of her Sex, the Riches 
ihe was born to, and the Rank fhe held in 
Life, and fubmitted to do you all the Offices 
of a menial Servant. Nay, be not aftonifhed, 
purfued fhe, for all this the lovely and too 
Joving Nicuola did for you ; tell me then, if 
I make it appear plainly that fhe has done this, 
what does fhe deferve r* 

44 You tell me Wonders, replied Lattantio^ 
Things which furpafs Belief, yet if they are 
true, without doubt Nicuola merits all my 
Love, which I can fhew no other Way than 
by being hers for ever.” 

Philippa having brought him to the Point 
fhe defired, rofe up haftily, and bid the trem- 
bling Maid, who had heard all that pafled, 
drefs herfelf immediately in her Boy’s Cloaths* 
which being done, fhe led her into the Room 
where Lattantio was ; her Face all covered 
with Blufhes, and her fine Eyes bent on the 
Ground in a fweet Confufion. 

44 Behold, faid Philippa , prefenting he$ to 
Lattantio , behold your NUudfa behold your 

Romufoy 
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Romuhy your fo much dcfired Page, this is 
fee who defpifed the whole World for your 
Sake, and with the utmoft Hazard of her Life 
and Honour waited on you Night and Day*” 

Latiantioy loft in Aftonifement at what he 
heard and faw, continued filent and immovable 
in his Chair, his Eyes fixed on the blufeing 
Maid, who not being able to meet his 
Looks, hid her averted Face with one of her 
.Hands, while Philippa related her wholp 
Story. 

“ Is it poftible ! cried Lattantio y recovering 
from his Amazement, can Nicuola have dope 
fo much for me ? Oh ! I feould be the moft 
ungrateful, the moft deteftable of all human 
Beings, if I could be infenfible to fuch match- 
lefs Tendernefs and Truth : I will not wafte 
Time in needlefs Excufes for my paft Fault?, 
faid he, rifing, and approaching Nicuola ; but 
if it be true, that you love and pardon me, 
from this Moment I vow to be only your’s, 
and will make you my Wife whenever you 
pleafe.” 

Nicuola y who now faw herfelf arrived to 
the Summit of all her Wifees, could hardly 
contain the fwelling Tranfport ; and turning 
her fine Eyes on Lattantioy big with unuttera- 
ble Joy and Love, fee held out her Hand to 
him, which he received and killed pafiionate- 

ty* 

u My Lord, faid fee, receive my Faith, 
which 1 now give you, with an Afi'urance that 
your Will from henceforward fhall be always 
mine; and that the Name and Quality of 

Wife 
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Wife (hall not hinder me from continuing 
dill to be the mod obedient of your Servants.” 

Lattantio then taking a Diamond from his 
ownFinger put it on hers, and in the Prefence 
of Philippa folemnly contracted himfelf to her. 
That done, he defxred her to change her Drefs 
immediately and go home with Philippa to her 
Father’s, whither he intended fhortly to fol- 
low them and demand her of Ambrogio for his 
Wife. 

In the mean Time Paolo y full of a redlefs In- 
quietude, left his Inn as foon as he had dined, 
and returned to the Street where Catella lived, 
and (landing before her Windows, he anxioufly 
waited for another View of that fprightly Fair- 
one, whofe Charms had already taken an ab~ 
folute Pofleffion of his Heart. 

Catella y who longed as impatiently to fee 
again the lovely Page, no fooner fpied Paolo 
(landing in the Street and gazing up at the 
Window, than fuppofing him to be Rotnuhj 
(he haftily called her Maid, “ Yonder is Ro - 
mulo y faid (he* waiting for Admittance, go 
and let him in ; my Father is now abroad, I 
can fee him with Safety.” 

The Girl obeyed her Orders ; and Catella 
running down Stairs with eager Hade met 
Paolo as he entered, and taking him with her 
into a Room, “ Oh Romulo! Oh my Love! 
faid (he, how tedious has the Time appeared 
fince I faw you lad ! and Oh ! how long are 
you in taking Refolutions ! but I will not part 
with you now, continued (he, throwing her 
Arms about his Neck, and reclining her Face 
on his Shoulder, with a languifhingSweetnefs, 
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No, my lovely Youth, I will not part with 
you till you have told me whether I am to live 
or die ; for if you will not be mine, certainly 
Life will be infupportable to* me.” 

Live, charming Maid, faid the transported 
Paolo, prefling her to bis Bread with incon* 
ceivable Ardour, live and difpofe of the Defti* 
ny of your Rorndo” 

At this Moment Gerardo , finding his Door 
open, walked in foftly, and hearing a ftrange 
Voice in the 'Parlour, ne entered precipitately. 
At the Sight of a Man with his Daughter, he 
was going to give Vent to a Rage which 
might have bad fatal £ffe£te, had it not beat 
iuddenly allayed by a Sight of Paolo 7 % Face, 
which was fo like Nicuola 9 s that he immediate* 
ly concluded it was that fair Maid dteft in the 
Habit of a Boy: Pofiefl; with this Belief he 
approached the Lovers, and taking Paolo by 
the Hand, “ Nicuola , faid he, it is well thou 
art not what thou feem’ft to be, otherwife 1 
fhould make both thee and Catella repent this 
Familiarity.;” then .turning; to his Daughter^ 
he bid her go up to her Chamber and leave 
Nicuola with him, for I, added the old 
Man, fouling, am fitter Company ior her than 
you.” 

Catella obeyed and left the Room, much 
wondering at her Father’s Moderation, and at 
his calling the Youth Nicuola ; but being well*' 
pleafed that (he had efcaped fb eafily, file re- 
iblved patiently to wait the Event. 

Paolo , on the other Hand, was full ofun*. 
eafy Confufion, not knowing how the old 

Man 
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Man. would behave to him, feeing that he 
took him for his Sifter. 

u My dear Ntcuola , faid Gerardo , why are 
you thus difguifed ? How comes it that Am - 
brogiO) your rather, fuffers you to go about 
alone in this Manner ? Tell me the Truth ; 
what was the Caufe of your coming hither ? 
Did you want to fee what Sort of a Houfe I 
keep, and in what State I live ? I fpoke to your 
Father two Days ago about giving you to me 
for a Wife, and I have infilled upon knowing 
his Refolution foon ; I allure you, you will be 
very happy in having me for a Hulband ; you 
lhall govern my Houfe, and command me in 
all Things : Why art thou filent, my Nicuola ? 
Speak, .and tell me thy Mind/* 

The old Man, at the finifhing thefe Word?, 
made an Offer of kilGng the fuppofed Ni - 
cuola , who pulhing him away roughly, faid, 
4C Forbear this Freedom, fpeak to my Father, 
and fuffer me to depart ; I came here by mere 
Accident, and without any Defign.” 

44 1 will let you go fince you will have it 
fo, faid Gerardoy and will fee your Father pre- 
fently, and finilh this Affair.” 

Paolo accordingly left him, and went to his 
Father, who had juft given his Confent that 
Lattantio (hould marry his Daughter, he having 
come there to demand her. 

Ambrogioy at the unexpe&ed Sight of his 
long-loft Son, was ready to expire with Joy ; 
who, after the firft Careffes were over, ac- 
quainted him with his good Fortune, and the 
great Riches that had been bequeathed to 

him ; 
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him The joyful Father, feeing his Daughter fb 
happily married, and his Son return with fo 
much Wealth, thought himfelf the happieft 
Man in the World. 

In the midft of the mutual Congratulations 
of this happy Family, Gerardo arrived, and 
was fo aftoniflied at the Sight of Paolo and his 
Sifter together, that he doubted whether he 
was awake or afleep. 

Ambrogio relieved him from his Perplexity, 
by telling him of the unlooked-for Return of 
his Son ; informing him alfo that he had mar- 
ried Ntcuola to Lattantioy and then, at Paolo's 
earneft Entreaty, he defired him to give him 
his Daughter for a Wife. 

The old Man was at firft much affefted at 
the Lofs of his intended Bride; but feeing 
there was no Remedy, he refolved to bear it 
patiently, and confented that Catella fhoujd 
marry Paolo . 

Both thefe Marriages were performed the 
fame Day, to the great Satisfa&ion of the four 
Lovers, who lived ever after with the greateft 
Harmony imaginable. 


Observa- 
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Observations on the Ufe Shakefpear has 
made of the foregoing Novel in his Comedy 
called T welfth-N ight, or What You Will. 


The Fable ^Twelfth-Night, or What 
Y ou Will. 

OE BA S T IAN and Viola his Sifter, T wins, 
* and fo like each other in Perfon, that in 
the fame Cloaths they could not be diftin- 
guilhed, embark in a vefiy, (upon what Ac- 
count, or with what Defigr* we are not in- 
formed) which is caft away upon the Coaft of 
Illyria . 

Viola efcapes drowning by the Afliftance of 
the Captain and fome of the Mariners, and 
gets fafe to Land \ but Sebajlian her Brother is 
fufpe&ed to have periflied. 

Viola being informed that the Country where 
(he now is, is Illyria , and that it is governed 
by a Duke, named Orfino , who is in Love, 
but not beloved again by a noble Lady ; 
fhe expreffes a Wifh to be received into her 
Service.- 

The 
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The Captain tells her, the Lady is fo af- 
Aided for the Death of her Brother that {he 
will admit of no Solicitations whatever, not 
even the Duke’s 5 whereupon, Viola> without 
further Reflexion, entreats the Captain to 
provide her with a Difguife, and recommend 
her as an Eunuch to the Duke, in whofe Ser- 
vice (he is very delirous to be placed. 

The Captain confents, and Viola > under 
the Name of C*fari*> foon gains the Duke's 
Favour and Confidence, who- fends him to 
theCountefs Olivia^ the Lady he loves, to fcf- 
licit her Favour for \nm. 

Viola is by this Time violently in love with 
the Duke, yet (he executes her Commiffioi* 
very faithfully, and pleads ftrongly for her 
Matter to the Lady ; the difconfolate and rigid 
Olitoia is prefently ftruck with the Beauty of 
the young Page, and falls downright in Love 
with him, 

Viola very honefily refifts all her Offers 5 
but the Lady will not be reptdfed ; {he fends 
to entreat he will come to her again ; and her 
Meflenger meeting Sebajlian * who had alfo 
efcapcd drowning, but was ignorant of his 
Sifter’s Fate* deceived by the Refemblance, 
takes him for Cafario 7 and entreats him to 
come to his Lady. 

Seba/liarty though much furprifced at the Ad- 
venture, refolves to follow his Fortune 3 he J is 
introduced to Olivia , who fuppoiing him to bef 
Cafario , urges him to marry her ; to which 
Sebajlian , who is immediately charmed with 
her Beauty, gladly confents. 

% The 
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The Duke, fome Time after, impatient 
to fee Olivia , comes to her Houfc, attended 
by Cafario * 

Olivia comes out to meet him, and feeing 
Cafario^ fuppofing him to be the Perfonfhe 
had married, reproaches him with Breach of 
Promife; what that Promife is we are not 
told. 

The Duke complains of her Cruelty; flie 
takes little Notice of him, dire&ing her 
Looks and Words to Cafario; at laft the 
Duke being provoked by her Declaration that 
(he could not love him, tells her he will re^ 
venge the Difdain flie treats him with upon her 
Minion his Page, whom he knows (he loves. 

Cafario profefles his Willingnefi to die by 
his Commands, and is following the Duke, 
but flopped by Olivia , who bids him remem- 
ber their late Engagements, and declares he is 
her Hufband ; the Duke florins j Cafario de- 
nies the Charge ; and the Prieft is called in by 
Olivia to witnefs that he had married them, 
which he does. 

Cafario perfifting in his Denial, many Al- 
tercations enfue; at laft Sebajlian , who had 
been engaged in a Quarrel with Olivia's Unde, 
appears; the Company are all aflonifhed at 
the Refemblance between him and Cafarioi 
who is difeovered to4e Viola his Sifter : 

Olivia acknowledges Sebajlian for her Huf- 
band, and die Duke marries Vioku The reft 

is 
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is all Epifode, and makes up the greateft as 
well as the beft Part of the Play. 

It has hitherto been uncertain whether the 
Story of Twelfth-Night , or What You WiU > 
was borrowed from any Novel, or an Inven- 
tion of Shakefpear ; 

Mr. Langbaine , in Yus Account of the Dra- 
matic Poets and their Writings , fays, that, he 
knows not from whence that Play was taken, 
but the Relemblance of Seba/lian to his Sifter 
Viola was doubtlefs firft borrowed, not only by 
Shakefpear , but all our fucceeding Poets, from 
Plautus , who has made Ufe of it in feveral 
Plays, as Amphitrio , Manechmi , & c. 

It is really furprifing to fee the Admirers of 
Shakefpear fo felicitous to prove he was veiy 
converfant with the Antients; they take all 
Opportunities to find in his Writings Illufions 
to them; Imitations of their .Thoughts and 
Expreflionsi and will not fcruple to allow 
their Favourite to have been guilty of feme 
little Thefts from their Works, provided it 
will make out his Claim to an Acquaintance 
with them. 

It is very much to be doubted whether or 
not he underftood the Italian and French Lan- 
guages, fince we find he made Ufe of Tran- 
flations from both when he borrowed of their 
Authors ; and ftill lefs probable is it that he 
underftood and ftudied tlj£ Greek and Latin 
Poets, when he, who was lo clofe a Copy er has 
never imitated them in their chief Beauties, 

and 
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and feems wholly a Stranger to the Laws of 
dramatic Poetry , well does the Poet fay of 
him, 

Shakefpear , Fancy's fweeteft Child, 

Warbles his native Wood-Notes wild. 

His true Praife feems to be fumm’d tip 
in thofetwo Lines; for wild, though harmo- 
nious, his Strains certainly are ; and his mo- 
dern Admirers injure him greatly, by fup- 
poftng any of thcfe Wood-Notes copied from 
theAntients; Milton , by calling them native, 
allows them to have been untaught, and all 
his own; and in that does Juftice to his vaft 
Imagination, which is robbed of great Part of 
its Merit by fuppofing it to have received any 
Afliftance from the Antients, whom if he un- 
derftood, it muft be confeffed he has profited 
very little by, fmee we fee not the leaft Shadow 
of their Exa&nefe and Regularity in his 
Works. 

Though it ftiould be granted that Shakefpear 
took the Hint of Sebafian and Viola’s Re- 
femblance from the Mevnechmi and Amphitria 
of Plautus , yet he might have done that with- 
out underftanding Latin , fince there were 
Tranfiations of both thofe Plays in his Time ; 
and to his own Invention, had that been the 
Cafe, might be attributed almoft all the perplex- 
ing Adventures which the Refemblance of the 
Brother and Sifter gave rife to in the Twelfth - 
Night , and which are very different from thofe 
in the Latin Author. 

Vo l. I. M But 
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But Shabe/pearhzd a much more ample Sup- 
ply for the Fable of this Comedy in the fore- 
going Novel, from whence he undoubtedly 
drew it, and which not only furniflied him 
with the Hint of the Refcmblance between 
Sebajlian and Viola , but alfo with the greateft 
Part of the Intrigue of the Play. 

Sebajlian and Viola in the Play are the fame 
with Paolo and Nicuola in the Novel; both 
are T wins, and both remarkably like each other. 

Viola is parted from her Brother by a Ship- 
wreck, and fuppofes him to be drowned ; 
Nicuola lofes her Brother at the facking of 
Rome , and for a long Time is ignorant whe- 
ther he is alive or dead. 

Viola ferves the Duke, with whom (he is in 
love, in the Habit of a Page; Nicuola , in the 
fame Difguife, attends Lattantio , who had 
forfaken her for Catella . 

The Duke fends Viola to folicit his Miftrefs 
in his Favour ; Lattantio commiffions Nicuola 
to plead for him with Catella . 

The Duke’s Miftrefs falls in love with 
Viola, fuppofing her to be a Man ; and Catella , 
by the like Miftake, is enamoured of Nicuola ; 
and laftly, the two Ladies in the Play, as well 
as in the Novel, marry their Lovers whom 
they had waited on in Difguife, and their Bro- 
thers 
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there wed the Ladies who had been enamour- 
ed of them. 

Though Shakfpear has copied the Novell* ft 
in all thefe Particulars, yet he differs from him 
in others, which very much leffens the Proba- 
bility of the Story. 

Seba/iian and Viola in the Play arc parted by 
a Shipwreck, and Viola is caft upon the Coaft 
of Illyria ; but we are not told with what In- 
tention this Brother and Sifter embarked, or 
whither their Voyage was bound. 

The Poet had Occafion for them in Illyria , 
and there they are at the Service of the Au- 
dience $ no Matter if introduced with Propriety 
or not ; we muft be contented to take them as 
we find them : W ell ; Viola , after giving fome 
Tears to the Memory of her Brother, whom 
fhe fears is drowned, is defirous of being re- 
commended as an Attendant to a Lady with 
whom the Sovereign of the Country is in love $ 
but being told it would be difficult to procure 
Admiffion to her, fhe all of a fudden takes up 
an unaccountable Refolution to fer.ve the young 
Batchelor-Duke in the Habit of a Man $ take 
it in her own Words addreffed to the Captain 
of the wreck’d Vefiel: 

“ Conceal me what I am ; and be my Aid 
For fuch Difguife as haply fhall become 
The Form of my Intent : I’ll ferve this Duke j 
Thou (halt prefent me as . an Eunuch to him \ 
It may be worth thy Pains ; for I can fing* 
And ipeak to him in many Sorts of Mufic, 
That will allow me very worth his Service/* 
M 2 A 
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A very natural Scheme this for a beautiful 
and virtuous young Lady to throw off all at 
once the Modefty and Refervednefs of her Sex, 
mix among Men, hcrfclf difguifed like one; 
and, preft by no Ncceflity, influenced by no 
Paflion, expofe hcrfclf to all the dangerous 
Confcqucnces of fo unworthy and fhameful a 
Situation. 

We find this Incident managed with much 
more Decency in the Novel. 

Nicuola is violently in love with and beloved 
by Lattant’o ; and finding that, during a ftiort. 
Abfencc from him, he became enamoured of 
CatelU 7, upon hearing he had loft his Page and 
wanted another, Ihe difguifes herfelf like a 
Boy, and offers her Service to wait upon him, 
with a View of recalling his Afte&ions by 
this extraordinary Inftancc of her Tendernefs. 
and Fidelity, and of feizing every Opportunity 
of traverfmg his new Paflion for Catella . 

This Projedi, though not altogether pru- 
dent and wife, was far from being inconfiffent 
with the Temper and Circumftances of Ni- 
cuola , (Simulated as (he was by Love, Jealoufy 
and Dcfpair, to attempt fomething extraordi- 
nary for the Recovery of her Lover. 

But what are Viola * s Motives for fo rafli an 
Enterprise ? She is neither in love with or 
abandoned by the Duke, and cannot reafonably 
propofc to ncrfclf any Advantage by thus 
hazarding her Virtue and Fame: His Perfon 
file had never feen ; his Affections (he was in- 
formed 
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formed were engaged ; what then wore her 
Views and Defigns by fubmiuing to be his 
Attendant ? 

Bandcllo docs not even make Nicuola refolve 
upon llich ail Expedient till the Dcfign was 
fuggefted to her by over-hearing Lattanlio la- 
ment the Lofs of his Pa<xc and wifh for ano- 
ther. 

But the Novellift is much more careful to 
preferve Probability in his Narration than the 
Poet in his Action : The Wonder is that 
Shake/pear fhould borrow fo many Incidents 
from him, and yet talk his Invention to make 
thofe Incidents unnatural and abfurd. 

The Paffion of Olivia , the Duke’s Miftrefs, 
for the difguifed Lady, is attended with Cir- 
cumftanccs that make it appear highly impro- 
bable and ridiculous : She is reprefented as a 
noble and virtuous Lady, overwhelmed with 
Grief for the Death of a beloved Brother; her 
Grief indeed is of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture, and infpired her with ftrange Refolu- 
tions according to the Report of Valentine , the 
Duke’s Servant, who had been font by him 
with a Meflagc to her : 

Duke. How now ! what News from her ? 

Val. So plcafc, my Lord, I might not be 
admitted ; 

But from her Hand-maid do return tltis An- 
iwer : 

The Element itfelf, till feven Years hence, 

U 2 Shall 
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Shall not behold her Face at ample View ; 

But, like a Cloydrefs, (he will veiled walk. 
And water once a Day her Chamber round 
With eye-offending Brine : All this to feafon 
A Brother’s dead Love, which (he would keep 
frefh 

And lading in her fad Remembrance. 

This forrowful Lady, however, makes her 
firft Appearance in the Company of a Jefter, 
with whom fhe is extremely diverted ; and not* 
withftanding her Vow which we are told of in 
another Place, not to admit the Sight or 
Company of Men, fhe permits the Duke’s 
Page to approach her, (hews him her Face, 
and bandies Jeds and fmart Sentences with 
all the lively Wit of an airy Coquet. 

Then follows her fudden Paffion for the fup- 
pofed Youth, which is as fuddenly declared, 
without any of thofe Emotions that Bafhful- 
nefs, Delicacy, and a Defire of preserving the 
Decorum her Sex and Birth oblige her to ob- 
ferve, mud raife in the Mind of a Woman of 
Honour. 

Had Sbakefpear, by mixing fo much Levity 
in the Character of Olivia , defigned a Satire 
on the Sex, he would have certainly led us by 
fome Reflexions on the Inconfiftency of her 
Behaviour to have made that Inference 5 but 
this is not the Cafe ; for Olivia is every where 
highly extolled for her Virtues. 

It is his injudicious Conduit of the Fable 
that gives fo much Impropriety to the Man- 
ners of his Perfons, at lead in this Indance, 

which 
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which is the more furprizing, as the Novel 
furniflied him with one much better contrived* 
and Chara&ers more fuitable to the Adlion. 

Catella a£ts the fame Part in the Novel that 
Clivia does in the Play; but Catella is a young 
gay libertine Girl, wnofe Birth was but mean, 
and Education negle&ed ; it was not there- 
fore furprizing that (he fliould fo eafily fall in 
Love with a Page, indecently court him, and 
refolve to marry him, fuch an inconfiderate 
Condu& was agreeable to her Chara&er ; but 
in the noble and virtuous Olivia , ’tis unnatu- 
ral and abfurd, and what makes it ftill more 
fo is, that as Shakefpear has ordered the Mat- 
ter, Olivia is difgracefully repulfed by this 
Youth, and yet continues her Suit, whereas 
Catella meets with a ready Compliance from 
the fuppofed Romulo , who fees his Defigns on 
Lattantio likely to fucceed by his Miftrefs’s 
fortunate Paffion for him. 

Olivia’s taking Sebajlian , the Brother of the 
difguifed Viola , for the beautiful Page, and 
marrying him, is with very little V ariation 
borrowed from Bandello : but Paolo in the 
Novel is much more naturally introduced than 
Sebajlian in the Play. 

Paolo comes to Efi to feek for his Father 
and Sifter, but we are not acquainted with 
Sebaftian’% Motives for going to Illyria ; the 
Poet indeed had Bufinefs for him there, and 
there he lugs him without the icaft Shadow of 
M 4 a Rcafoa 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



24 # Sbakefpear Muft rated 
a Reafon for It, which is left to the Imaginati- 
on of the Reader to fupply. 

The Behaviour of Lattantio in the Novel 
is more natuial and confident, than the Duke’s 
in the Play : They both marry the Women 
that had attended on them difguifed, but the 
Difference of their Stations, Circumftances, 
and Chara&ers, makes the fame A&ion na- 
tural in one, which in the other is abfurd and 
ridiculous. 

Lattantio had been in Love with Nicuola , 
but her Abfencc, joined to the natural Incon- 
ftancy of Youth, fo wild and inconfiderate as 
his, transferred his AfFe&ions from her to 
Catella \ fhe flights him, and he being inform- 
ed that his abandoned Nicuola , impelled by 
the Violence of her Paflion for him, had dif- 
guifed herfelf in Boy’s Cloaths, and waited 
on him as his Page ; he repents of his Falfe- 
hood, and charmed with her Tendernefs and 
Fidelity makes her his Wife. 

This Conduft in Lattantio is very natural, 
but why fhould the Duke, a fovereign Prince 
who fo paffionately adored Olivia , all at once 
take a Refolution to marry Viola , a Stranger 
whom he had never feen in her proper Garb, 
becaufe fhe had ferved him in Difguife; ’tis 
abfurd to fuppofe he could in a Moment pafs 
from the moft extravagant Paflion imaginable 
for Olivia , to one no lefs extravagant, for a 
Perfon, whom till then he had always believed 
to be a Boy ; and ’tis alfo highly improbable 
that a great Prince would fo fuddenly refolve 

to 
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to marry a Girl, who had no other Title to 
his Favour than an imprudent Paflion, which 
had carried her greatly beyond the Bounds of 
Decency. 

The Duke’s Reafons for this extraordinary 
A&ion are far from being convincing. 

Duke to Viola . 

Your Matter quits you ; and for your 
Service done him. 

So much againft the Metal of your Sex, 

So.far beneath your foft and tender Breeding; 
(And fince you call’d me Matter for fo long) 
Here is my Hand, you lhall from this Time 
be 

Your Matter’s Miftrefs.” 

And as Viola at firft had not even Love to 
pTead as an Excufe for her indecent Difguife, 
the is ftill lefs worthy of the Fortune (he was 
raifed to. 

There is a great deal of true Comic Hu- 
mour in the inferior Chara&ers of this Play, 
which are entirely of the Poet’s Invention ; 
the Miftakes Antonio is led into by the Refem- 
blance of Sebajlian and Viola , are no doubt 
Hints borrowed from the Amphitrio and the 
Manechmi of Plautus , for which it is proba- 
ble he confulted the French , or rather the 
Englijh Tranflations of thofe Comedies extant 
in his Time ; but thefe Miftakes, however 
M 5 diverting. 
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diverting, take their Rife from a very impro- 
bable Circumftance. 

Antonio , a Sea Captain, delivers Sebajlian 
from the Fury of the Waves $ the Youth be- 
ing obftinately determined to go to the Court, 
Antonio , who in a Sea-fight had done great 
Mifchief to the Duke’s Galleys, refolves, out 
of the Violence of his Friendfliip, to follow 
him thither, notwithftanding he knew his Life 
would be in manifeft Danger if he was feen ia 
Illyria . 

How unaccountably extravagant is thisKind- 
nefs in a Stranger ? what more could a long 
continued Friendfhip, confirmed by mutual 
Obligations have produced ? But this Play is 
full of fuch Abfurdities, which might have 
been avoided, had the Characters as well as 
the ACtion been the fame with the Novel 
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The Hijlory of Macbeth, collected 
from Holingflied’s Chronicles of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

N the Reign of Duncan King of 
Scotland , who, as the Hiftorians 
fay, was a gentle, quiet, and 
pufillanimous Prince, a Mutiny 
arofe amongft the People of 
Lochaber ; and on zMacdowald* a 
Man greatly efteemed in that Country for his 
rafli Valour, drawing many of his Relations 
and Friends into a Confpiracy with him, took 
upon himfelf to be the chief Captain of the 
Rebels. 

The great Promifes he made to all thofe 
that would join him, brought every Day 

P reat Numbers from the Weftern Ifles to his 
‘arty, which being augmented by the Kernes 
and GulloglaJJeSy who voluntarily came out 
of Ireland to ferve him, he in a fliort Time 
faw himfelf at the Head of a formidable Army, 
with which engaging fome of the King’s 
Forces that were lent againft him, he gave 
M 6 the 



Digitized by CjOOQle 


a 52 Sbakefpear llkftratel } . 

them a total Defeat, and took their Com- 
mander Malcolm Prifoner. whofe Head, when 
the Battle was over, he cut off. 

When the News of this Defeat was brought 
to the King, he affcmbled 3 Council to debate 
upon what Means they fhould ufe to quell the 
Rebellion. 

Macbeth , who was firft Coufin to the King, 
and of a Difpofition as haughty, cruel, and 
revengful, as Duncan’s was mild and peace* 
able, after fecretly accufing the King’s Sloth 
and Effeminacy as theCaufe of their Troubles, 
declared if Banquo and himfelf were put at 
the Head of lbme Forces, and fent againft 
the Rebels, he would engage to give them a 
compleat Overthrow, and To effe&ually ex* 
tirpate them out of that Country, that there 
fhould not from henceforth be a Angle Rebel 
found in it. 

This Promife he exaftly performed, for 
the Rebels being terrified at his Approach, 
many of them ftole fecretly away from their 
Captain, who with the Remainder being con- 
flrained to fight, were totally routed by 
Macbeth . 

Macdcwald in Defpair at the ill Succefs of 
this laft Battle, and finding himfelf quite 
abandoned by all the Companions of his Re- 
volt, fled to a Caftle, in which his Wife and 
Children were incloied, and knowing that he 
was not able to defend it long againft his 
Enemies, and that if he furrendered he fhould 

not 
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not efcape with Life; in a Tranfportof Grief 
and Defpair, he firft killed his Wife and Chil- 
dren, and then himfelf. 

Macbeth entering the Caftle, in one of the 
Apartments found the dead Body of Macdowald , 
lying on the Floor, with his Wife and Chil- 
dren ilaughtered befide him, but remitting no 
Part of his native Cruelty at this difmal Sight, 
he cut off the Head of Macdowald , and fent 
it to the King, who then lay at Bertha , com- 
manding the Body to be hung upon a high 
Gallows. 

The Inhabitants of the weftern Ifles, who 
had aflifted Macdowald , foliciting for a Par- 
don, he fined in large Sums, and thofe he 
found in Lochaber , who had come thither to 
bear Arms againft the King, he put all to the 
Sword. 

Thefe Troubles were fcarcely appeafed, 
when Advice was brought that Sueno King 
cf Norway was landed in Fife , with a power- 
ful Army to invade all Scotland . 

This News roufing the King from that 
State pf Indolence and Inactivity in which he 
was buried, he raifed Forces with all pofiible 
Speed, (haring the Command of them with 
Banquo and Macbeth . 

The Battle, which foon after followed, 
proved fatal to the Scots, the Norweigens were 
victorious, and Duncan fled to Bertha ; here 
after (pending feme Time in feigned Treaties 

with 
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with his Enemies, he fent Orders to Macbeth , 
who ftill kept Part of the routed Army about 
him, to fall upon the Danes , who he was in- 
formed were all diffolved in Luxury and 
Eafe. 


Macbeth marched haftily to the Place where 
the Danes were encamped, and firft killing 
the Watch, made a favage Slaughter of the 
wretched Danes y whom he found faft afleep in 
full Security after a drunken Riot. Sueno , 
With only ten other Perfons efcaped and fled 
back to Norway . 

In the midft of the Rejoicings the Scots made 
for this Vi&ory, they were alarmed with an 
Account that a new Fleet of Danes was ar- 
rived at KinghornCy fent thither by Canute , King 
of England , to revenge the Defeat his Brother 
Sueno had received. 

To refill thefe Enemies, which were already 
landed, and bufy in fpoiling the Country, 
Macbeth and Banquo were font with a fufficient 
Power, who encountering the Danes , flew 
Part of them, and drove the reft back to their 
Ships ; thofe who efcaped and got fafe aboard 
their Veflels, with large Sums of Money ob- 
tained Leave from Macbeth , that fuch of their 
Friends as were flain in the laft Fight might 
be buried at St. Colmes Inch . 

A fhort Time after, as Macbeth and Banquo 
Were riding towards Forefs y where the King 
then lay, pafiing through a Field without any 
Company f they were met mddcnly by three, 

Women 
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Women in ftrange Apparel, refembling Crea- 
tures of another World, and while they be- 
held them attentively, much wondering at their 
uncommon Appearance, they approached 
Macbeth , and the firft faid : 

“ All hail Macbeth , Thane of Glammis 
the fecond ‘ c Hail Macbeth Thane of Cawder” 
and the third, “ All hail Macbeth , who here- 
after fhall be King of Scotland ” 

ic What Manner of Women are ye, faid 
Banquoy extremely furprized, who leem fo 
little favourable tc me ? to my Companion 
here you not only predift high Honours, but 
the Kingdom alfo, whereas to me you pro- 
mife nothing at all.** 

Yes, faid (he, who had firft fpoke, we 
promife ftill greater Advantages to thee than 
him ; he (hall reign indeed in his own Perfon, 
but his End fhall be unhappy ; nor fhall he 
leave any Iflue behind him to fucceed to his 
Crown : As for thee, though thou fhalt not 
be a King, yet thy Defendants for long fuc- 
ceffive Ages, fhall rule the Kingdom of Scot - 
land” 

No fooner were thefe Words fpoke than 
they all vanifhed out of Sight. 

This Accident was thought at firft by 
Macbeth and Banquo , to be fome Illufion of the 
Imagination, fo that Banquo would often jeft- 
ingly call Macbeth King of Scotland , and 
Macbeth in the fame Manner call Banquo Fa- 
ther of many Kings ; but afterwards it was 
the common Opinion, that thefe Women 
were either the Weird Sifters, that is, 
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Goddefles of Deftiny, or elfe Nymphs or 
Fairies, who by Necromancy had obtained a 
Knowledge of future Events, becaufe every 
Thing they predicted came to pals. 

The Thane of Cawder being fhortly after 
condemned at Forifs for high Treafon, his 
Honours, Eftates, and Offices, were by the 
King bellowed on Macbeth . 

The firll Part of the Prophefy being thus 
fulfilled, Macbeth revolving the reft in his 
Mind, began to con fid er o f the Means he 
Ihould ufe to gain the Kingdom, but his firft 
Preferment coming unexpected and unfought 
for, he determined to wait for the Interven- 
tion of Providence, to raife him to the Dig* 
nity his Wifhes grafped at. 

While he was thus expecting the Comple- 
tion of the Prophefy, Duncan having two 
Sons by his Wife, who was Daughter to 
Seward Earl of Northumberland , declared 
Malcolm , the eldell. Prince of Cumberland ' 9 
thereby appointing him his Succeffor in the 
Kingdom immediately after his Deceafe. 

It was provided by the ancient Laws of 
the Kingdom, that if the fucceeding Prince 
was not of Age to take the Government up- 
on himfelf at his Predeceffor's Death, hisnext 
Kinfmanfhould be raifed to the Throne. 

Macbeth therefore feeing his Hopes fruftrat- 
ed by this Difpofition of the King's, began 
to form Schemes for ufurping the Kingdom 
by Force, conceiving himfelf greatly injured 
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by Duncan , who by thus railing his Son* 
though in his Minority, to the Kingdom, took 
away all his future Claim to it. 

The Words of the Weird Sifters contri- 
buted alfo towards confirming him in his De- 
fign of feizing upon the Crown ; and his 
Wife a haughty ambitious Woman, ardently 
defirous of being a Queen, never ceafed tor- 
menting him till (he had fixed him in his Pm- 
pofe. 

At length, therefore, communicating his In- 
tentions to his moft trufty Friends, among 
whom Banquo was the Chief, in Confidence 
of their promifed Aid, he murdered the King 
at Invernefsy in the fixth Year of his Reign. 

Then being furrounded with thofe Perfons 
on whom he moft depended, he caufed him- 
felf to be proclaimed King, and went imme- 
diately to Scone , where by general Confent he 
received the Inveftiture of the Kingdom ac- 
cording to the accuftomed Manner. 

Malcolm Canmore , and Donald Bane , the 
two Sons of King Duncan , being apprehen- 
live that Macbeth would take away their Lives 
to fecure to himfelf the PolTeflion of the 
Kingdom, conveyed themfelves fecretly out of 
Scotland. 

Malcolm fled into Cumberland \ where he 
remained till Saint Edward , Son of King 
Etheldred , recovered the Kingdom of England 
from the Power of the Danes , who received 

him 
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him into his Protection, and gave him an ho- 
nourablc Entertainment. 

Donald Bane , his Brother, took Refuge in 
Ireland , and was treated there with great 
Kindnefsby the King of that Land. 

Macbeth , after the Departure of thefe two 
Princes, endeavoured by great Liberalities to 
engage the Affedtion of the Nobility and 
Gentry of Scotland to his Perfon, and when 
he found himfelf in peaceable Pofieflion of the 
Kingdom, he fet about reforming the Laws, 
rooting out all the Enormities and Abufes 
which had crept into the Adminiftration, 
through the weak and flothful Difpofition of 
Duncan . 

He alfo made many good Laws, and during 
the Space of ten Years governed the Realm 
with the utmoft Prudence and Juftice. 

But this Appearance of Equity and Zeal 
/or the public Good was all counterfeited, and 
only aiTumed to gain the Favour of the Peo- 
ple : Tyrants are always miftruftful, they are 
in continual Fears that fome other Perfon will 
rob them of their Power, by the fame unjuft 
Means with which they acquired it. 

Macbeth , jealous of fome Attempts againft 
him, no longer diflembled his Inclinations, 
but pra&ifrd and permitted all Sorts of Cruel- 
ties, the Words of the three Weird Sifters 
were continually in his Thoughts. 

They promifed him the Kingdom, and he 
was poffeffed of it, but they promifed it alfo 

to 
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to the Pofterity of Banquo , and this Prediction 
might in like Manner be fulfilled. 

To prevent it therefore, he determined to 
murder Banquo and his Son, and for this Pur- 
pofe he invited them to a Supper at the Palace ; 
as they were returning home, fome Murderers 
whom he had ordered to plant themfelves in 
the Road, feized Banquo and killed him, but 
Fleancty favoured by the Darknefs of the Night, 
efcaped and fled into Wales. 

After the Murder of Banquo , Fortune 
Teemed to have forfaken Macbeth , none of his 
Undertakings profpered ; every Man began to 
tremble for his own Life, and durft not ven- 
ture to appear before him j all Men were 
afraid of him, and he was afraid of all Men, 
fo that he continually fought Occafion to put 
all thofe Perfons to Death of whom he had 
any Sufpicion. 

His Diftruft and Cruelty encreafing every 
Day, his Thirft of Blood was never to be fa- 
tisned 5 the forfeited Eftates of the Nobility 
whom he thus maflacred, enabled him to fill 
his Coffers, and maintain Forces to defend 
him againft the Attempts of his Enemies. 

For the greater Security of his Perfon, 
while he was thus exercifing the moft tyrannic 
Cruelty againft his Subjects, he built a ftrong 
Caftle upon the Top of a high Hill, called 
Dunftnnaney fituated in Gowry , ten Miles 
from Perth. 

This 
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This Hill was of fuch a prodigious Height* 
that any Perfon ftanding upon the Top might 
almoft behold all theCountries of Angus , Fifty 
Stermondy and Tweedaley lying as it were be- 
neath him. 

The Caftle then being founded on the Top 
of this Hill, the Building of it put the King- 
dom to great Expence, becaufe the Materials 
could not be brought up without much Tiihc 
and Labour. 

But Macbeth being determined to compleat 
the Work foon, commanded all the Thanes 
of every Shire throughout the Realm to come 
and do their Part towards the Building, every 
Man in his Turn. 

At laft it falling to the Turn of Macduffe* 
Thane of Fifty to build his Part, he ient 
Workmen with all the neceffary Materials, 
and commanded them to do their Bufinefs 
with the utmoft l diligence and Care, that no 
Occafion of Offence might be given to the 
King, which might make him refent his not 
coming in Perfon as the other Thanes did, 
for he well knew that Macbeth both feared and 
fufpe&ed him, for which Reafon he refolved 
to keep out of his Way. 

Macbeth coming foon after to fee how the 
Work went on, was greatly enraged to find 
Macduff e was not there, and from that Time 
conceived an invincible Hatred againft him. 

The Wizards, in whom he greatly confid- 
ed becaufe of' the Completion of the two firft 
Prophefies, had warned him to take heed of 

Macduffe % 
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Macduffty who they told him was waiting for 
fome Opportunity to deftroy him. ° 

This Prediction would have determined 
him to put Macduffe immediately to Death, 
had not a Witch, whofe Predictions had 
alfo great Weight with him, allured him he 
fhould never be (lain by any Man who was 
born of Woman, nor overcome till Birnam 
Wood came to the Caftle of Dunfmnane . 

Thefe foothing Prop'hefies banifhed all Fear 
out of his Mind ; he freely indulged the na- 
tural Cruelty of his Diipofition, miferably 
opprefling his Subjects, and committing all 
Sorts of Outrages. 

At length Macduffe , being in Fear for his 
ewn Life, took a Refolution to fly into Eng - 
landy hoping to prevail with Malcolm Canmore 
to claim the Crown of Scotland . 

Macbetby who in every Nobleman’s Houfe 
kept a domeftic Spy in his Pay, was foon in- 
formed of Macduffe' s Intention ; he therefore 
came fuddenly with an Army into Fifey and 
befieged the Caftle where Macduffe dwelt, ex- 
peCling to find him therein. The Gates were 
immediately fet open by the Servants, who 
miftrufted no Danger ; but Macbetby enraged 
that Macduffe had eicaped him (he being al- 
ready fled to England ) commanded his Wife 
and Children, together with all that were 
found in the Caftle, to be flain. 

Macduffe was fafe in the Englijh Court 
when the News of this fhocking Cruelty was 
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brought him; and adding to the Defire of re- 
lieving his wretched Country the Hope of his 
own particular Revenge, he earnefily entreat- 
ed Prince Malcolm to undertake the Recovery of 
his Right ; he reprefented to him in the moft 
moving Terms the deplorable Condition into 
which Scotland was brought, through the in- 
human Cruelties of Macbeth , and that the 
People, detefting him for the Slaughters he 
had committed, as well on the Commons as 
Nobility, defired nothing more ardently than 
an Opportunity of fhaking off their Yoke, 

Malcolm , whofe Soul was filled with Com- 
pafiion for the Miferies of his Countrymen, 
fighed deeply while Macduffe was fpeaking ; 
which he perceiving, again renewed his In- 
treaties that he would attempt the Delivery of 
Scotland , alluring him he would find it no dif- 
ficult Enterprize, confidering the Legality of 
his Title to the Crown, and the earneft Defire 
of the People to have fome Occafion given 
them to revenge themfelves on their hated 
Tyrant. 

Malcolm * , though he was greatly affefted 
with Macduffe ' s Difcourfe, yet doubting 
whether he was not fent by Macbeth to betray 
him, he determined to make Tryal of his Sin- 
cerity before he confented to his Propofal, for 
which Purpofe he fpoke to him in this Man- 
ner. 

u I am truly forry, Macduffe , for the Miferies 
under which my unhappy Country has long 

groaned, 
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groaned, but though my Inclination to relieve 
it were equal to your Wifhes, yet on account 
of fome incurable Vices which are rooted in 
my Difpofition, I am not fit to undertake fo 
great an Enterprize 5 for firft I am fo fwallow- 
ed up in immoderate Luft and Senfuality, 
the abominable Springs of all other Vices, 
that if I was poffefled of the regal Power, the 
Chaftity of none of your Maids and Wives 
would be fafe ; and fuch exceffive Intempe- 
rance would be more infupportable to you 
than the bloody Tyranny of Macbeth ” 

“ Intemperance, replied Macduffe , is cer- 
tainly a very great Fault, many noble Kings 
and Princes have loft both their Kingdoms 
and Lives by indulging themfelves in this 
Vice ; neverthelefs there are Women enough 
in Scotland to ferve your Pleafures ; follow 
my Council therefore, and make yourfelf 
King ; Til take upon myfelf the Care of gra- 
tifying this Paflionfor Women, in fo fecret a 
Manner that your Reputation (hall not be 
hurt by it.” 

<c But, replied Malcolm , I am alfo the moft 
avaritious Man in the World, and if I was 
King of Scotland I fhould put the greateft Part 
of the Nobility to Death, that 1 might pof- 
fefs myfelf of their Eftates.” 

<c This Fault, faid Macduffe, is much 
worfe than the other, for Avarice is the Source 
of all Evil, a Crime for which moft of our 
Kings have been murdered, yet ftill I m'uft 

continue 
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continue to advife you to claim the Crown, 
there are Riches enough in Scotland to fatisfy 
your greedy Define.” 

“ I am alfo, faid Malcolm , ftrongly inclined 
to Diflimulation and every other Kind of De- 
ceit, and rejoice in nothing fo much as be- 
traying thole who put any Confidence in me ; 
fmce there is not any Thi ng then more agreeable 
to the Chara&er of a Prince, than Conftancy* 
Truth and Juftice, and I am wholly abandoned 
to the contrary Vices, you fee how unfit I am 
to reign ; and therefore, fince you have found 
the Means of extenuating all my other Faults, 
I pray you endeavour to cover them among 
the reft.” 

“Diflimulation, replied Macduffe , is indeed 
the worft of all, here then I leave thee:” 
“ And oh ! unhappy and miferable Scotchmen , 
added he, that are fcourged with fo many un- 
avoidable Calamities ! The wicked Tyrant 
who now without any Right or Title reigns 
over ye, opprefles ye with the moft bloody 
Cruelty; and this other, who has a lawful 
Claim to the Crown, is fo replete with all the 
fhameful Vices of the Englijhy that he is un- 
worthy to enjoy it ; for, by his own Confef- 
fion, he is not only avaritious to the laft De- 
gree, but wholly abandoned to the moft infa- 
tiable Luft, and is withal fo falfe a Traitor 
that no Credit can be given to any Thing 
he fays: Farewell then Scotland for ever; I 
now look upon myfelf as a banifhed Man, 
without any Hope of Comfort or Relief,” 
Saying this he wept bitterly. 

Malcolm 
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Malcolm obferving he was about to depart, 
took him by the Hand, and faid, “ Be comforted 
Macduff \ for I have none of thefe Vices you la- 
ment : I have jelled with you in this Manner 
only to try your Sincerity ; for many Times 
hath Macbeth fought by thefe Means to get me 
into his Hands, but the more backward I have 
(hewn myfelf to agree to your Requell, the 
more Diligence (hall I ufe in accomplilhing 
it : Hereupon they embraced, promifing to be 
faithful to each other’s Interell, and then con- 
fulted together how they might bell put their 
Enterprize in Execution. 

Macduff* foon after repairing to the Borders 
of Scotland , fecretly difpatched Letters to the 
Nobles of the Realm, in which he declared, 
that Malcolm intended to come fuddenly into 
Scotland and claim the Crown 5 and therefore 
required them, fince that Prince was the true 
and lawful Heir of the Kingdom, to altilt them 
with all their Power to recover it out of the 
Hands of the Ufurper. 

In the mean time Malcolm fo far engaged the 
Favour of King Edward , that old Seyward 9 
Earl of Northumberland , with ten thoufand 
Men, was appointed to go with him into Scot- 
land to fupport him in his Pretentions on that 
Crown. 

When the News of this intended Invation 
was ipread abroad in Scotland the Nobles 
formed themfelves into two different Parties, 
Vol, I. N the 
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the one taking Part with Macbeth , the other 
with Malcolm . 

Between thefe two Factions there frequent- 
ly happened light Skirmifhes; but thofe that 
were of Malcolm's Side would not rifk the 
Danger of engaging in a pitched Battle till they 
were joined by Malcolm , and the EngliJhFoxoics 
under the Command of Northumberland. 

Macbeth , therefore, not thinking himfelf 
able to engage the Englijh^ retired into Fife, 
and fortifying a Camp near the Caftle of Dun - 
finane , determined not to hazard a Battle un- 
iefs his Enemies ptirfued him thither. 

However, fome of his Friends advifed him 
either to make a Treaty with Malcolm , or 
elfe to fly immediately into the Ifles, and take 
his Treafure with him, to the End that he 
might be able to engage feveral of the great 
Princes of the Realm in his Intereft, and re- 
tain Strangers in his Pay, in whom he might 
better confide than in his own Subjects, who 
were every Day abandoning him. 

But he had fo firm a Reliance on his Pro- 
phecies, that he believed he fhould never be 
vanquifhed till Bimam Wood came to Dunji- 
nane , nor be flain by any Man that was born 
of a Woman. 

Malcolm , who had hafiily purfued Macbeth , 
came the Night before the Battle to Bimam 
Wood, and when his Army had refled there 
awhile, he commanded every Man to cut 
down a Branch of a T ree and march with it in 
his Hand, that thus fhaded, they might come 

clofely. 
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elofely, without difcovering their Numbers, 
within View of their Enemies. 

The next Day, when Macbeth beheld them 
he was greatly aftoniflied, and the Prophecy 
that had been delivered to him long before 
coming into his Mind, he doubted not but 
that it was now fulfilled, fince he faw Btrnam 
Wood coming to Dunfwane ; neverthclefs he 
drew up his Men in Order of Battle, exhorting 
them to fight valiantly. 

His Enemies, however, had fcarcely caft 
away their Boughs, when Macbeth , perceiving 
their Numbers, betook himfelf to Flight. 

Macduff‘s ftimulated with Hatred and an 
eager Thirft of Revenge, never ceafed pur- 
fuing him till he came up with him at Lunfan- 
nain , and Macbeth feeing him clofe at his 
Heels leaped off his Horfe, crying aloud, 

Thou Traitor, why doft thou thus follow me 
in vain ; fince I am not appointed to be flain 
by any Man that is born of a Woman ? But 
come on then, and receive the Reward thou 
haft merited for thy Folly. ,, Hereupon he 
aimed a Blow at him with his Sword, thinking 
to have killed him ; but Macduff fuddenly 
leaping off his Horfe, avoided the Stroke, and 
holding his naked Sword in his Hand thus 
anfwered : 

“ It is true, Macbeth ; and now fhalt th / 
infatiable Cruelty have an End ; for I, I 
he whom thy Wizards have told thee of, not 
born of my Mother, but ripped out of her 
Wombs” then fuddenly clofing with him, he 
N 2 flew 
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(lew him on the Place, and cutting off his 
Head from his Shoulders, fixed it upon a Poll, 
and brought it to Malcolm . 

This was the End of Macbeth , after he had 
reigned over Scotland feventeen Years In the 
Beginning of his Reign he performed many 
worthy A&ions, and made many Laws very 
ufeful to the Commonwealth ; but afterwards, 
thro’ the Illufion of the Devil, he obliterated 
the Glory of his good Deeds by the moft 
deteftable Cruelty. 



Obsxrva- 
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Observations on the Ufe Shakefpear hat 
made of the foregoing Hijlory of Macbeth. 


The Plan of Macbeth. 


Ji^fAC BE TH y a near Kinfman of Dun - 
can y King of Scotlandy having in one 
Day quelled a Rebellion, and given a total De- 
feat to the Army of the King of Norwayy who 
invaded Scotlandy as he was returning to Court 
with his Friend Banquo meets three Witches on 
a barren Heath, the firft of whom hails him 
Thane of Glamisy the fecond Thane of Cawdor , 
and the Third with the Title of King hereafter. 


Banquoy offended at their addreffirig them- 
felves only to his Friend, defires them to fpealc 
likewife to him, upon which they prophefy 
that he (hall be happier than Macbethy and 
though he (hall not fway a Scepter himfelf, yet 
his Defendants (hall be Kings} this faid they 
vani(hed immediately. 


While Macbeth and Banquo are expref- 
fing their Surprize to each other at this Pro- 
N 3 digy, 


Digitized by LjOoq ie 


270 Shake/pear IUuJirated . 

digy, fome Noblemen fent by the King falute 
Macbeth with the Title of Thane of Cawdor . 

Macbeth., aftonilhed at the Completion of 
this firft Prophecy, entertains a Defign of mur- 
dering the King to make Way for the fulfilling 
of the fecond, and artfully founds the Inclina- 
tions of Banquo >, but finding him fixed in his 
Loyalty to the King, he forbears to tamper 
with him. 

The King declaring his Intentions to bellow 
the Title of Prince of Cumberland on his eldeft 
Son Malcolm , Macbeth alarmed at this, refolves 
to be fudden in the Execution of his Defigns, 
and by a Letter acquaints his Wife with the 
Prophecies of the Witches, one of which he 
tells her had been already accomplilhed. 

Lady Macbeth^ a proud, ambitious, and 
cruel Woman, urges on her Hulband to the 
Murder of the King, and accordingly Duncan 
coming to lodge one Night at Macbeth's Caftle 
in Invernefs , he is ftabbed in his Bed by Mac- 
beth. The two Sons of Duncan fearing the 
fame Fate fly from Scotland > and Macbeth 
ufurps the Crown. 

Sometime after being jealous of the promiled 
Sovereignty to Banquo' s Children, he caufes 
Banquo to be murdered, but his Son Fleance, 
whom he ordered like wife to be difpatched, 
efcapes out of the Hands of the Murderers 
and faves himfelf by Flight. 


Macbeth^ 
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Macbeth , prefled by uneafy Doubts about 
his own Security, goes to tne three Witches 
who had predicted his Greatnefs, to have them 
refolved 5 they raife Apparitions who bid 
him beware of Macduff, the Thane of Fife $ 
but at the fame Time afTure him that none of 
Woman born fliould have Power to hurt him, 
and that he fliould never be vanquilhed till 
Birnam Wood came to the Hill of Dunft - 
nane* 

Macbeth , elated with thefe Promifes, lets 
no Bounds to his Cruelty, and refolvei to 
murder Macduff ; but being told he is fled to 
England , he feizes upon his Caftle at Fife, and 
puts his Wife, his Children, and all that were 
found within it to the Sword. 

In the mean time Maloohn , the eldeft Son 
of King Duncan , having prevailed upon the 
King of England , with whom he had taken 
Refuge, to furnifli him with an Army, marches 
into Scotland accompanied by Macduff who 
breathes nothing but Revenge againft the Ty- 
rant that had deprived him of his Wife and 
Children. 

Macbeth hearing of their Approach, and 
being daily informed of the Defertion of his 
Officers and Soldiers, fortifies the Caftle of 
Dunfinane> and confiding in the Promifes of 
the Spirits prepares to fight. 

Malcolm , when he comes into Birnam Wood 
with his Army, commands every Man to cut 
him down a Bough and carry it before him in 
N 4 order 
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order to conceal their Numbers from the Ene- 
my $ a Centinel of Macbeth's furprized at this 
ftrange Appearance, informs him that as he 
was looking towards Birnam , on a fudden he 
perceived the Wood to move. 

Macbeth grows furious at this Account, but 
frill reiving on the Promife of the laft Spirit, 
“ that he mould not be hurt by one of Woman 
born,” he goes into the Field, and being met 
by Macduff* who in Anfwer to his Boafts of 
bearing a charmed Life, tells him “ he Was 
not born of his Mother, but ripped from her 
W omb j” he defpairs, curfes, and being forced 
to fight, is killed by Macduff : The Conqueror 
cuts off his Head and carries it to Malcolm* 
whofe Troops having sained a compleat Vic- 
tory, he is proclaimed King of Scotland \ 

Lady Macbeth , tormented with horrible 
Imaginations, deprives herfelf of Life before 
the decifive Battle is fought, in which Mac- 
beth is (lain. 

Shakejpear has pretty exactly followed the 
Thread of the Hiftory in this Play, which 
takes in Part of the Life of Duncan and the 
whole Reign of Macbeth : Some few Varia- 
| tions he has made for the Sake of diverfifying 
his Chara£ters and contracting the Adion ; 
as when he {hews Banquo unfhaken in his 
Loyalty to his King ; though the Hiftoriana 
fay he joined with Macbeth in his Confpiracy, 
and affifted in the murder of Duncan , and making 
Macbeth defeat the Rebels and fubdue the 
King of Norway in one Day ; when, accord- 
ing to the Hiftorian there was a long Interval 
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of Time between thefe two A&ions, in which 
feveral other Battles were fought. 

It is not to be doubted but Sbakefpear fol- 
lowed Holltngjhed in the Fa&s which compofe 
this Play, as well as in many of his other 
hiftorical Plays. In the Hfftorv of Macbeth , 
where he found HollingJhecTs Chronicle defi- 
cient, he probably confulted Bellendon . , who 
tranflated Boetius in 1541. 

“ The Incongruity of all the PafTages in 
which the Thane of Cawdor is mentioned (fays 
the celebrated Author of the Rambler in a Pam- 
phlet intitled, Mifcellaneous Gbfervations on the 
Tragedy of Macbeth) is very remarkable 5 in 
the fecond Scene the Thanes of Rojfe and An- 
gus bring the King an Account of the Battle, 
and inform him that Norway 

Aflifted by that moft difloyal Traitor 
The Thane of Cawdor 'gan a difmal Con- 
flict. 

t( It appears that Cawdor was taken Prifoner* 
for the King fays in the fame Scene, 

Go, pronounce his Death, 

And with his former Title greet Macbeth . 

w Yet, though Cawdor was thus taken 
by Macbeth in Arms againft the King, when 
Macbeth is faluted in the fourth Scene 
Thane of Cawdor by the Weird Sifters, 
he afks, 

N s How 
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How of Cawdor ? The Thane of Cawdor 
lives ; 

A profperous Gentleman. 

“ And in the next Line confiders the Promifes 
that he fliould be Cawdor and King as equal- 
ly unlikely to be accomplifhed. 

«« How can Macbeth be ignorant of the 
State of the Thane of Cawdor whom he has 
juft defeated and taken Prifoner, or call him a 
profperous Gentleman , who has forfeited his 
Title and Life by open Rebellion ? Or why 
(hould he wonder that the Title of the Rebel 
whom he has overthrown (hould be conferred 
upon him ? 

« He cannot be fuppofed to diflemble his 
Knowledge of the Condition of Cawdor , be- 
cause he enquires with all the Ardour of Cu- 
rioiity and Jie Vehement e of fudden Aftonifh- 
xnent, and becaufe nobody is prefent but Ban - 
quo , who had an equal Part of the Battle and 
was equally acquainted with Cawdor's Trea- 
fon. 

« However, in the next Scene his Ignorance 
ftili continues, and, when Rojfe and Angus 
prefent him from the King with his new Tide, 
he cries out. 

The Thane of Cawdor lives : 
Why do you drefs me in his borrow'd Robes ? 

« Rojfe 
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c< Rojfe and Angus who Were the Mefl'en- 
gers that in the fecond Scene informed the. 
King of the Afliftance given by Cawdor 
to the Invader, having loft, as well as Mac - 
bethy all Memory of what they had fo lately 
feen and related, make this Anfwer j 

Whether he was 

Combined with Norway , or did line the Re- 
bels 

With hidden Help and Vantage, or with both 
He labour’d in his Country’s Wreck, I know 
not* 

<c Neither Rojfe knew what he had juft reported, 
nor Macbeth what he had juft done, 

€< This feems not to be one of the Faults 
that are to be imputed to the Tranfcribers 5 
fince, though the Inconfiftency of Rojfe and 
Angus might be removed by fuppofing that 
their Names are erroneoufly inferted, and that 
only Rojfe brought the Account of the Battle, 
and only Angus was fent to compliment Mac- 
bethy yet the Forgetfulnefs of Macbeth cannot 
be palliated, fince what he fays could not be 
fpoken by any other. 

“ Shakefpeary by deviating from Hiftory in 
making Banquo loyal and virtuous, had not on* 
ly in View the con trading his Character with 
Macbetb'sy but alfo a Compliment to King 
James the Firft, in whofe Reign this Play was 
written, and was lineally defcended from 
Banquo . 

N 6 The 
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“ The Prophecy of the Witches in the firft 
A& abfolutely promifes the Crown of Scotland 
to thePofterity of Banqtto : Upon this Prophecy 
it is that Macbeth cautcs Banquo to be mur- 
dered j yet ftill the Efcape of Fleance the Son 
of Banqpo leaves Macbeth Room to fufpeft 
that the Kingdom would after his Death de- 
volve to that Family •, his Fears on this Occa- 
fion are fo frequently and ftrongly inculcated in 
the Play, that though we have reafon to con- 
clude it is accomppliflied from the Words of 
Macbeth vx the Sight of the Royal Apparitions 
with two-fold Balls and treble scepters, 

Mac. Horrible Sight ! Nay, now I fee ’tit 
true; 

For the Blood-bolter’d Banquo fmiles upon 
me, 

And points at them for his. 

“ Yet it is to be wiihed that Shakefpear had 
made Ufe of the prophefying Witches to hint 
at the Means by which this Change in the Sue- 
ceflion was to be made. Thus it is related in 
Boetius 

M Fleance , after the Murder of his Father, 
being prote&ed by the Darknefs of the Night, 
and having for fome Time concealed himfelf 
in Scotland, efcaped into Wales, where the 
Strength of his Judgment and Affability of his 
Temper recommended him very foon after 
his Arrival to the Prote&ion and Favour of 
the Prince of that Country, 

Profperi ty 
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“ Profpcritv raifed his Ambition to an unpar- 
donable Height ; he abufed the Confidence re-* 
pofed in him by fecretly paying unlawful Ad- 
drefles to the young Princefs, theDaughter of his 
Benefa&or : Thofe Addrefles proved fuccefs- 
ful ; her Father difcovered her Pregnancy, and 
that Fleance was her Paramour ; Fleance was 
put to Death ; and the Lady as foon as {he was 
delivered of her Child, which proved to be a 
Son, and was named Walter , was condemned 
to pafs the reft of her Life in the Character of 
a mean Dopieftic. Y oung Walter , by Order 
of his enraged Grandfather, was fent to a re- 
mote Part of Wales to be educated as a Ruf- 
tic. 

“ When he had attained his twentieth Year, 
the Blood which flowed in his Veins infpired 
him with Sentiments far nobler and more re- 
fined than thofe of his ufual Companions ; he 
left the Country and threw himfelf boldly into 
the Protection of his Grandfather at Court. 
This noble Refolution was not entirely unfuc- 
cefsful $ he was admitted to flay in the Palace, 
but in a mean and fervile Station. 

“ One of the Courtiers with whom he had 
quarrelled, reproached him with the Illegiti- 
macy of his Birth; Walter was tranfported 
with Fury at the Affront, and flew the Perfon 
who offered it to him. 

“ He was too fenfible of his Grandfather's 
Severity to venture the EffeCts of it on this 
Occafion, he fled immediately to Scotland, and 
implored Protection from his Relations there. 

“He 


x. 
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“ He met with a favourable Reception from 
them, and was particularly honoured and 
efteemed by fome Englijh Noblemen who were 
at that Time in the Court of Scotland upon an 
Embafly to Margaret^ who was then Queen of 
that Nation. 

u He became afterwards General for that 
Princefc in Galloway and the Wejlern IJlands ; 
and having gained a compleat Vi&ory over 
the Rebels of thofe Parts was made High Se- 
nefchall of the Kingdom, and Lord of feveral 
noble Manors, among which was that of 
Stuart’s- IJlands. 

“ He left at his Death a Son, named Allan 
Stuart , who fignalized his Valour on many 
Occafions againft the Saracens in the Holy 
Land. Alexander his Son fucceeded him, and 
was Fou nder of Paijley- Abbey. Alexander was 
followed by his Son Walter , furnamed of 
Dundonaldy a famous General under Alexander 
the Third. Walter had two Sons, Alexander 
and Robert who married the Daughter of Ro- 
bert of Cruxtoun> from which Marriage the 
Families of Darnley and Lennox are defcended. 

" Alexander , the eldeft Son of Walter of 
Dundonaldy left two Sons, James and John ; 
James died in his Infancy, and John having 
efpoufed the Heirefr of Boutell had IfTue by 
her Walter Stuart , who married Margaret , 
Daughter of King Robert Bruce> after the ci- 
vil Dillentions of Scotland were entirely ap- 
peafed. By this Princefs he had Robert Stuart , 
afterwards King of Scotland ; and from him 
Stuart is lineally defcend* 

This 
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This long Account of the Pofterity of 
Banquo will I hope not feetn unentertaining to 
the Admirers of Shakefpear , who will thereby 
fee with what Judgment that great Poet has 
deviated from Hiftory in giving Loyalty and 
Virtue to theChara&er of this Father of many 
Kings. 

The Character of Macbeth is drawn 
after the Hiftorians, yet Shakefpear has foften- 
ed a little fome of the moil nigged Features ; 
he lhews him doubtful and irrefolute about the 
Murder of the King, fpurred on by Ambition 
to commitit, but reftrained by his Abhorrence 
of the A&ion, and when by the Inftigations of 
his Wife he is prevailed upon to do it* his 
Mind is afterwards filled wfth Remorfe, and 
all the uneafy Senfations that attend repentant 
Guilt. 

The Chara&er Macbeth gives of Duncan 
in the Play is not inconfiftent with that in 
the Hiftory, yet it is not the lame \ Macbeth 
fpeaks only of his Virtues, and his Faults 
were thofe Virtues carried to Excefs. 

The Inftigation ufed by Lady Macbeth , and 
the Fire of his Temper are touched upon by 
Boetius , but improved by Shakefpear with all 
the Force of Words and Propriety of Charac- 
ter. 

The Wife of Macbeth , fays Boetius , in- 
fpired him with Ambition to the utmoft of her 
Power 1 (he was ardently defirous of the royal 
Title 9 and was wicked and bold enough to 

undertake 
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undertake any Enterprize, and was impetuous 
in the Profecution of it. 

She prompted Macbeth to the Murder of the 
King by the moft provoking Expreflioris, re- 
proaching him with Cowardice and Sloth, as 
negligent to receive what Fate had dire&ed to 
obtain. 

That the Glory of Reigning had infpired 
many Men to purfue the empty Name of 
King without the a&ual Power, even at the 
Expence of their Lives. 

The machinary Part of this Play is fo beau- 
tifully defended and illuftratcd by the ingenious 
Mr. Johnfon , in the above-mentioned Pamph- 
let, that I think I cannot confer a greater Ob- 
ligation on the Reader than by tranfcribing 
thofe Paffages here. 

“ In order to make a true Eftimate of the 
Abilities and Merit of a Writer, it is always 
Xieceffary to examine the Genius of his Age, 
and the Opinions of his Contemporaries.” 

« A Poet who fliould now make the whole 
A&ion of his Tragedy depend upon Enchant- 
ment, and produce the chief Events by the 
Affiftance of fupernatural Agents, would be 
cenfured as tranfgreffing the Bounds of Pro- 
bability; he would be banilhed from the 
Theatre to the Nurfery, and condemned to 
write Fairy Tales inftead of Tragedies.” 

<c But a Survey of the Notions that pre- 
vailed at the Time when this Play was written, 

will 
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will prove that Sbakefpear was in no Danger 
of fuch Cenfures, fince he only turned the 
Syftem that was then univerfally admitted, to 
his Advantage, and was far from overburthen- 
ing the Credulity of his Audience.” 

c< The Reality of Witchcraft or Enchant- 
ment, which though not ftri&ly the fame, are 
confounded in this Play, has in all Ages and 
Countries been credited by the common Peo- 
ple, and in mod by the Learned themfelves.” 

“ Thefe Phantoms have indeed appeared 
more frequently in Proportion, as the Dark- 
nefs of Ignorance has been more grofs 5 but 
it cannot be fbewn, that the brighteft Gleams 
of Knowledge have at any Time been fuffici- 
ent to drive them out of the World.” 

Cf The Time in which this Kind of Cre- 
dulity was at its Height, feems to have been 
that of the Holy War, in which the Chrif- 
tians imputed all their Defeats to Enchant- 
ments or diabolical Oppofition, as they af- 
cribed their Suqcefs to the Affiftance of their 
Military Saints. And the learned Mr. 

W appears to believe ( Supplement 

to the Introduction to Don Quixote) that the 
firft Accounts of Enchantments were brought 
into this Part of the World by thofe whore- 
turned from their Eaftern Expeditions.” 

But there is always fome Diftance be- 
tween the Birth and Maturity of Folly as of 
Wickednefe : This Opinion had long lift- 
ed, though perhaps the Application of it had 

to 
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in no foregoing Age been fo frequent, nor the 
Reception fo general. 

Olympiodorus , in Pj&0//hj’s Extra&s, tells us 
of one Libanius , who pra&ifed this Kind of 
military Magic, and having promifed to per- 
form great Things againft the Barbarians 
without Soldiers, was at the Inflances of the 
Emprefs Placidia put to Death, when he was 
about to have given Proofs of his Abilities. 
The Emprefs ihewed fome Kindnefs in her 
Anger, by cutting him off at a Time fo con- 
venient to his Reputation. 

“ But a more remarkable Proof of the An- 
tiquity of this Notion may be found in St. 
Chryfoftortfs Book de Sacerdotis , which exhi- 
bits a Scene of Enchantments not exceeded 
by any Romance of the middle Age ; he fup- 
pofes a Spedator overlooking a Field of Bat- 
tle, attended by one that points out all the va- 
rious Obje&s of Horror, the Engines of Def- 
tru&ion, and the Arts of Slaughter. Let him 
then proceed to fhew him in the oppofite Ar- 
mies, Horfes Hying by Enchantment, armed 
Men tranfported through the Air, and every 
Power and Form of Magic. 

“ Whether St. Chryfojiom believed that 
fuch Performances were really to be feen in a 
Day of Battle, or only endeavoured to inliven 
his Defcription, by adopting the Notions of 
the Vulgar, it is equally certain that fuch No- 
tions were in his Time received, and that 
therefore they were not imported from the 
Saracens in a later Age $ the Wars with the 

Saracens 
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Saracens however gave Occafion to their Pro- 
pagation, not only as Bigotry naturally dif- 
covers Prodigies, but as the Scene of ACtion 
was removed to a great Diftance, and Dif- 
tance either of Time or Place is fufficient to 
reconcile weak Minds to wonderful Rela- 
tions. 

ct The Reformation did not immediately 
arrive at- its Meridian, and though the Day 
gradually encreafed upon us, the Goblins of 
Witchcraft ftill continued to hover in the 
Twilight. In the Time of Queen Elizabeth 
was the remarkable Trial of the Witches of 
Warbois , whofe Conviction is ftill commcmo* 
rated in an annual Sermon at Huntingdon . 
But in the Reign of King "James , in which 
this Tragedy was written, many Circumftan- 
ces concurred to propagate and confirm this 
Opinion. 

<c The King, who was mnch celebrated 
for his Knowledge, had before his Arrival in 
England not only examined in Perfon a 
Woman accufed of Witchcraft, but had given 
a very formal Account of the Practices and 
Illufions of evil Spirits, the Compacts of 
Witches, the Ceremonies ufed by them, the 
Manner of detecting them, and the Juftice 
of puni thing them, in his Dialogues of 
Darnonologie , written in the Scottifh DialeCt, 
and published at Edinburgh . 

€i This Book was foon after his Acceflion, 
reprinted at London, and as the ready Way to 

gain 
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gain King Janus 9 1 Favour was to flatter his 
Speculations, the Syftem of Damonohgii 
was immediately adopted by all who defired 
either to gain Preferment or not to lofe it.” 

i “ Thus the Do&rine of Witchcraft was 

| very powerfully inculcated, and as the greateft 

I Part of Mankind have no other Reafon for 
their Opinions than that they are in Fafhion, 
it cannot be doubted but this Perfuafion made 
a rapid Progrefs, fince Vanity and Credulity 
co-operated in it’s Favour, and it had a Ten- 
dency to free Cowardice from Reproach.” 

“ The Infection foon reached the Parlia- 
ment, who, in the firft Year of King James * 
made a Law, by which it was enaded, CK 
12. That if any Perfon (hall ufe any Invocati- 
on or Conjuration of any evil or wicked 
Spirit. 2. Or (hall confult, covenant with* 
entertain, employ, feed, or reward any evil 
or curfed Spirit to or for any Intent or Pur- 
pofe. 2. Or take up any dead Man, Woman* 
or Child out of the Grave, or the Skin, Bone* 
or any Part of the dead Perfon, to beemploy- 
ed or ufed in any Manner of Witchcraft, Sor- 
cery, Charm, or Enchantment. 4. Orlhall 
ufe, pra&ife, or exercife any Sort of Witch- 
craft, Sorcery, Charm, or Enchantment, 
5. Wheretw any Perfon {ball be deftroyed* 
killed, waned, confumed, pined, or lamed 
in any Part of the Body, 6. That every fuch 
Perfon being convi&ed {hall fuffer Deatn.” 

«« Thus 
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<c Thus in the Time of Shakefpear was ^ 
the DoArine of Witchcraft at once eftabliih- 
ed by Law and by the Fafhion, and it became 
not only un polite, but criminal to doubt it, 
and as Prodigies are always feen in Proportion 
as they are expeAed, Witches were every 
Day difcovered, and multiplied fo faft in fome 
Places, that Btfhop Hall mentions a Village 
in Lancajbirey where their Number was greater 
than that of the Houfes.” 

4< The Jefuits and SeAaries took Advantage 
of this univerfal Error, and endeavoured to 
promote the Intereft of their Parties by pre- 
tended Cures of Perfons affliAed by evil Spi- 
rits, but they were deteAed and expofed by 
the Clergy of the eftablifhed Church.” 

€€ Upon this general Infatuation Shakefpear 
might beeaftly allowed to found a Play, efpe- 
cially fince he has followed with great ExaA- 
nefs fuch Hiftories as were then thought true ; 
nor can it be doubted that the Scenes of En- 
chantment, however they may now be re- 
diculed, were both by himfelf and his Audi- 
ence thought awful and affeAing.” 

The Note on the firft Scene of the fourth 
AA explains the Nature of the Incantations 
and diabolical Ceremonies made Ufe of by 
the Witches, I (hall therefore give the Reader 
the Pleafure of feeing it here.” 

<c As this is the chief Scene of Enchant- 
ment in the Play, it is proper in this Place to 
©bferve with how much Judgment Shakefpear 

has 
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has fele&ed all the Circumftances of his in- 
fernal Ceremonies, and how exa&ly he has 
conformed to common Opinions and Tradi- 
tions.” 

Thrice the brinded Cat hath mewed.” 

<c The ufual Form in which familiar Spirits 
are reported to converfe with Witches is that 
of a Cat. A Witch, who was tried about 
half a Century before the Time of Shakefpear , 
had a Cat, named Rutterkin, , as the Spirit of 
one of thofe Witches was Grimalkin , and 
when any Mifchief was to be done (he ufed 
to bid Rotter kin go and fly j but once when 
fhe would have fent Rutterkin to torment a 
Daughter of the Countefs of Rutland , in- 
stead of going or flying fhe only cried Mew , 
from which fhe difcovered that the Lady was 
out of his Power, the Power of Witches be- 
ing not univerfal, but limited as Shakefpear 
has taken Care to inculcate.” 

“ Though his Bark cannot be loft. 

Yet it fhallheTempeft toft.” 

“ The common Afflictions which the Malice 
of Witches produced was Melancholy, Fits, 
and Lofs of Flefb, which are threatened by 
one of Shakefpear s Witches.” 

“ Weary Sev’nnights nine Times nine 
Shall he dwindle, peak, and pine.” 


« It 
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w It was likewife their Pra&ice to deftroy 
the Cattle of their Neighbours, and the Far- 
mers have to this Day many Ceremonies to 
fecure their Cows and other Cattle from 
Witchcraft ; but they feem to have been moft 
fufpe&ed of Malice againll Swine.” 

“ Sbakefpear has accordingly made one of 
his Witches declare that {he has been killing 
Swine , and Do£tor Harfenet obferves, that 
about that Time a Sow could not be ill of the 
Meades, nor a Girl of the Sullens, but fome 
old Woman was charged with Witchcraft.” 

<c Toad, that under the cold Stone, 

Days and Nights has forty one $ 

Swelter’d Venom deeping got. 

Boil thou firft V th’ charmed Pot. 

“ Toads have likewife long lain under the 
Reproach of being by fome Means acceflary to 
Witchcraft, for which Reafon Sbakefpear in 
the firft Scene of this Play calls one of the 
Spirits Padocke , or Toad, and now takes Care 
to put a Toad firft into the Pot.” 

u When Varinus was feized at Tholoufe y 
there was found at his Lodgings ingens Bufo 
Vitro inclufusy a great Toad mut in a Phial, 
upon which thofe who profecuted him, Vine- 
ficium exprobabanty charged him I fuppofe with 
Witchcraft.” 

€i Fillet of a fenny Snake, 

In the Cauldron boil and bake ; 

Eye of Neut, and Toe of Frog, 

For a Charm, isfr. The 
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“ The Propriety of thefe Ingredients may 
be known by confulting the Books de Veribus 
jfnimaUum and de Mirabitibus Mundi , alcrib- 
ed to Albertus Magnus , in which the Reader, 
who has Time and Credulity, may difeover 
very wonderful Secrets.” 

c< Finger of birth-ftrangled Babe, 
Ditch-deliver’d by a Drab.” 

<c It has been already mentioned in the Law 
againft Witches, that they are fuppofed to 
take up dead Bodies to ufe in Enchantments, 
which was confefled by the Woman whom 
King James examined, and who had of a dead 
Body that was divided in one of their Aflcm- 
blies, two Fingers for her Share.” 

“ It is obfervable that Sbakefpear on this 

g eat Occafion, which involves the Fate of a 
ing, multiplies all the Circumftances of 
Horror.” 

<c The Babe, whofe Finger is ufed, mull 
be ftrangled in its Birth ; the Greafemuft not 
be human, but mull have dropped from a 
Gibbet, the Gibbet of a Murderer, and even 
the Sow whofe Blood is ufed, muft have of- 
fended Nature by devouring her own Farrow. 
Thefe are Touches of Judgment and Genius.” 

“ And now about the Cauldron fing. 

Blue Spirits and white. 

Black Spirits and grey. 

Mingle, mingle, mingle. 

You that mingle may, 

%€ And in a former Part, Ward 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



Sbakefpear Ulujt rated. 289 


Weird Sillers Hand in Fland, 

Thus do go about, about 
Thrice to mine, and ihnce to thine. 

And thrice again to make up nine. 

44 Thefe two Paflagcs I have brought to- 
gether, beeaulc they both feem fubjeed to the 
Objection or too much Levity for rhe Solem- 
nity of Enchantment, and may both be (hewn 
by one Quotation from Camden* Account of 
Intend* to be founded upon a Practice really 
obferved by the uncivilized Natives of that 
Country. 

44 When any one gets a Fall, fays the In- 
former of Camden , he Itarts up, and turning 
three Times to the Ri glit, digs a Hole in the 
Earth ; for they imagine that there is a Spirit in 
the Ground ; and if he falls Tick in two or 
three Days, they fend one of their Women 
that is (killed in that Way to the Place, where 
he f ays, I call thee from the Eaft, Weft, 
North, and South, from the Groves, the 
Woods, the Rivers and the Fens, from the 
Fairies, Red, Black, and White. 

44 There was likewife a Book written before 
the Time of Shake/pear , deferibing among 
other Properties the Colours of Spirits.” 

The learned and ingenious Mr. Vptzn , in 
his critical Obfervations on Shakefpcar has dif- 
covered a Beauty that his efcapcd all his other 
Commentators : 4< The Apparitions, he fays, 
who are introduced paltering with Madeth in 
Vol. I. Q a double 
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a double Senfe, and leading him on according 
to the common Notions of diabolical Oracles 
to his Confufion, are themfelves fymbolical 
Reprefentations of what (hall happen to him. 

<c The armed Head who bids him beware 
of Macduff, \ reprefents fymbolically Macbeth’s 
Head cut off, and brought to Malcolm by 
Macduff, \ The bloody Child, who allures 
him that none of Woman born fliould have 
Power to hurt him, is Macduff untimely rip- 
ped from his Mother’s Womb. And the 
Child with a Crown on his Head and a Bough 
in his Hand, who tells him he (hall never be 
vanquilhed till Bernam Wood comes to Dun - 
ftnane , is the royal Malcolm , who ordered his 
Soldiers to hew them down a Bough, and 
bear it before them till they come to Dunji- 
tiane” 

Shahefpear feems to have committed a great 
Overfight in making Macbeth , after he found 
himfcll deceived in the Prophecy relating to 
Birnam Wood, fo abfolutely rely upon the 
other, which he had good Reafon to fear 
might be equally fallacious. When the Mel- 
fenger tells him he faw Birnam Wood begin to 
move, and that it was coming towards Dun - 
fmancj he falls into a Tranfport of Grief and 
Defpair, and owns he doubts the Equivocation 
of the Fiend,, yet carries his Reflexions no 
fartherthan the prefentCircumftancc. Though 
it might naturally be expcCled from the Con- 
viction of the Falfehood of one Prophecy, upon 
W'hich he had built fuch folid Hopes, that the 

Truth 
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Truth of another, which promifed him Se- 
curity from all Men of Women born, might 
be juftly fufpefted by him ; yet in the 
Field of Battle, a little after that, we find 
him as full of Confidence on that Prediftion 
as if his Spirits had never deceived him. 

<c What’s he. 

That was not born of Woman ? fuch a one 
Am I to fear or none.” 

And again. 

c< Swords I fmile at ; Weapons laugh to 
Scorn, 

Brandifh’d by Man that’s of a Woman born.’' 

And when challenged to Fight by Macduff* 
he fays: 

c< Thou lofeft Labour 5 
As eafy mayft thou the intrenchant Air 
With thy keen Sword imprefs, as make me 
bleed : 

Let fall thy Blade on vulnerable Crefls, 

I bear a charmed Life, which muft not yield 
To one of Woman bom.” 

How inconfiftent is this vain-glorious Boaft- 
ing and extravagant Confidence in a Man, 
who having been juft before told that the 
Wood was moving, makes the following 
Speech ? 


“ If 
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%< If thou fpeak’ft falfe. 

Upon the next Tree (halt thou hang alive, 
’Till famine cling thee: If thy Speech be 
footh 

I care not, if thoudoft for me as much. — 

I pull in Refolution, and begin 
To doubt th’ Equivocation of the Fiend, 

That lies like Truth. Fear not, 4 till Bernam 
W ood 

Comes to Dunfmane . — And now a Wood 
Comes towards Dunftnane . Arm, arm, and 
out ? 

If this, which he avouches, does appear. 
There is not flying hence, nor tarrying here ; 

I ’gin to be a weary of the Sun $ 

And wi(h the State o’ th’ World were now un« 
done. 

Ring the alarum BeJI ; blow Wind, come 
Wrack, 

At Icaft, we’ll die with Harnefs on our Back.” 

But this Play has fewer Faults of this Kind 
than any other of i $bakejpear’s> and is deferved- 
ly allowed to be a moft beautiful Piece. 


End of the Firji Volume . 
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